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COLONIAL  TRADE. 

If  there  is  one  thing  more  certain  than  another  regarding  the 
future  export  trade  of  the  United  Kingdom,  it  is  that  the  popula- 
tion of  our  Empire  beyond  the  seas  will  be  our  best  customers. 
The  national  statistics  prove  this,  the  imperialistic  spirit  main- 
tains it,  and  it  behoves  manufacturers  and  merchants  to  encourage 
it.  The  encouragement  of  colonial  trade  has  been  one  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist's  strong  points  from  the  outset. 
Through  our  annual  Colonial  Issue  we  give  an  exceptional  oppor- 
tunity for  advertisers  to  increase  their  business  with  the  colonies. 
This  issue  will  be  on  April  28,  and,  in  addition  to  those  who  re- 
ceive it  weekly,  it  will  be  sent  to  all  buyers  of  druggists'  goods  in 
India,  Burmah,  Straits  Settlements,  South  Africa,  China,  Japan, 
and  the  West  Indies.  The  publisher  will  give  any  inquirer  infor- 
mation regarding  this  important  issue. 


Questions  in  Chemistry  for  students  are  printed  on  p.  539. 

INTERESTING  Indian  items  about  business-men  are  included  on 
p.  535. 

A  Lot  of  Drug-contracts  which  have  been  settled  are  re- 
ported on  p.  530. 

What  is  the  real  shamrock?  Trifolium  repens,  says  Mr. 
Brinsley  Marlay  (p.  529). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  to  do  B.P.  research- work  for 
the  General  Medical  Council  (p.  550). 

The  Midwives  Bill  has  passed  through  Committee,  and  has 
been  amended  on  several  points  (p.  551). 

Our  Paris  Correspondent  tells  the  story  of  a  pharmacien 
who  tried  to  shoot  a  judge  last  week  (p.  533). 

Xrayser  makes  some  observations  on  the  Council  election.  Hi' 
urges  voters  to  think  for  themselves  (p.  545). 

The  Chemical  Characteristics  of  oil  of  geranium  derived 
from  different  sources  are  described  on  p.  550. 

The  Remote  Possibility  of  getting  a  Pharmacy  Bill  passed 
with  a  company  clause  in  it  is  discussed  on  p.  547. 

The  fifth  analytical  competition  of  the  tournament  is  reported 
on.    The  prizes  go  to  Clapham  and  Norwich  (p.  528). 

Sir  Andrew  Noble  told  the  Royal  Institution  some  curious 
facts  in  regard  to  explosives  in  a  lecture  reported  on  p.  554. 

An  Irish  Grocer  and  his  shop-boy  have  each  been  fined  51. 
under  the  Pharmacy  Act  for  a  sale  of  Fellows's  syrup  (p.  558). 

A  Volunteer  Compounder  sends  us  a  long  letter  from 
Jacobsdal,  O.F.S.,  about  his  experience  on  the  field  of  battle 
(p.  534). 

German  Apothekers  have  resolved  to  ask  the  Government 
not  to  allow  them  to  keep  tablets  of  toxic  substances  ready- 
made  (p.  548). 

A  Ladysmith  Chemist  was  using  our  Diary  to  make  up  an 
order  for  a  London  house  a  few  days  before  Lord  Dundonald 
marched  in  (p.  534). 

Dividends  by  Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay  (Limited),  and 
Barclay  &  Sons  (Limited),  are  reported  on  p.  560,  but  the  Ulster 
Chemists  (Limited)  have  lost  on  the  year. 

Continued  Inaction  prevails  in  the  drug  and  chemical- 
markets,  interest  being  centred  in  the  Japanese  camphor-mono- 
poly, which  takes  effect  immediately  (p.  564). 

The  Poison-record  for  1898  is  given  on  p.  546.  It  shows  that 
scheduling  keeps  down  fatilities,  while  the  unrestrained  sale  of 
carbolic  acid  has  resulted  in  more  than  200  deaths. 

Dr.  Walmesi.ev,  in  his  presidential  address  to  the  Optical 
Society,  referred  to  the  use  of  optical  instruments  in  warfare,  and 
the  sciences  which  are  on  the  borderland  of  optics  (p.  555). 

A  Saccharin  Corporation  Suit  against  the  Anglo-Continen- 
tal Chemical  Company  is  being  heard  this  week.  The  plaintiffs 
allege  infringement  of  Monet's  patent  for  the  production  of  toluol 
sulphonate  (p.  559). 

The  Longstaff  Medal  of  the  Chemical  Society  was  awarded 
on  Thursday  to  Professor  W.  H.  Perkin,  jun.,  for  his  researches 
in  organic  chemistry.  His  portrait,  and  one  of  his  father's  (also 
a  Longstaff  medallist),  are  printed  on  p.  538. 

Our  Centennial  Review  of  Pharmacy  is  resumed  with  a 
description  of  the  George  III.  period.  We  give  pictures  of  shops 
and  reproductions  of  invoices,  labels,  and  handbills  of  the  period, 
as  well  as  extracts  from  day-books  and  prescription-books  (p.  540). 

Tub  Formosan  Camphi ir- monopoly  is  now  an  accomplished 
fact.  The  Japanese  Government  has  fixed  the  price  of  crude  at 
180s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  and  has  placed  the  selling  agency  in  the 
hands  of  one  London  firm.  Full  particulars  of  it  are  given  in  an 
article  on  p.  548. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Discussion  on  the  Companies  Bill  pro- 
coeds  in  good  style.  The  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  has  unburdened  himself  on  the  subject 
(p.  536),  the  President  of  the  Irish  Society  informs  us  that  his 
Council  has  arranged  (with  medical  and  Parliamentary  support) 
to  amend  Clause  2  (p.  552),  Glasgow  chemists  are  for  defeating 
the  clause  and  trusting  to  a  Pharmacy  Bill  (p.  552).  Several 
M.P.'s  have  been  interviewed  and  replied  favourably  (pp.  552-3). 
Mr.  Lord  Gifford  considers  the  Council's  attitude  a  betrayal 
of  the  craft,  Mr.  W.  S.  Glass,  in  trenchant  style,  seeks  Clause  2 
to  be  amended  or  accepted  (p.  553),  and  Mr.  Jesse  Boot  writes 
about  branches  (p.  561). 
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Stuoents'  Corner. 

Conducted  by  Richard  J.  Moss,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S. 


Qualitative  Analysis. 

THE  subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis 
will  be  a  mixture  of  not  more  than  three  salts.  The 
mixture  is  to  be  submitted  to  a  thorough  systematic  exami- 
nation, all  its  constituents  are  to  be  detected,  and  proof  is 
to  be  given  that  the  substances  detected  are  the  only  con- 
stituents of  the  mixture. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  mixture  of  salts 
(accompanied  by  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope,  not  a 
stamp  merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Wednesday,  April  4, 
and  the  samples  will  be  posted  on  April  5. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday,  April  14. 
Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account  of  the  work 
done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  constituents  detected. 
In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as  an  accidental  im- 
purity should  be  distinguished  from  the  essential  consti- 
tuents of  the  salts  composing  the  mixture. 

Reports. 

The  mixture  sent  to  correspondents  on  March  1  consisted 
•of  3  parts  of  sodium  chloride,  1  part  of  potassium  iodide, 
and  1  part  of  potassium  ferrocyanide. 

The  calculated  composition  of  this  mixture  is — 

K    12-10 

Na    23-99 

I    15-29 

CI    36-01 

Fe(CN)(1    10-05 

H20   2-56 


100-00 


Samples  of  the  mixture  of  salts  were  sent  to  104  appli- 
cants, and,  in  reply,  67  reports  of  analyses  were  received. 

There  were  comparatively  few  failures  m  the  detection  of 
the  several  constituents  of  the  mixture.  They  were  as 
follows  : — Chlorine,  15 ;  iodine,  6  ;  the  ferrocyanic  radicle, 
6 ;  potassium,  2.    Sodium  was  detected  in  every  case. 

It  will  be  observed  that  chlorine  was  by  far  the  most 
abundant  constituent  of  the  mixture,  and  it  will  be  acknow- 
ledged that  there  are  few  substances  more  easily  separated 
and  identified,  yet  this  is  the  only  constituent  that  gave  rise 
to  any  real  difficulty  in  this  exercise.  The  difficulty  arose 
from  the  association  of  the  chlorine  with  other  radicles  of 
similar  analytical  character.  Chlorine  is  almost  invariably 
precipitated  as  silver  chloride,  and  naturally  every 
student  tried  the  effect  of  adding  silver  nitrate  to 
a  solution  of  the  powder.  Supposing  the  solution 
to  have  been  obtained  by  simply  dissolving  the 
powder  in  water,  the  effect  observed  on  adding  the  silver- 
nitrate  solution  in  moderate  quantity  was  the  production  of 
a  precipitate  of  a  light-yellow  colour,  quite  unlike  silver 
chloride.  Several  students  stopped  at  this  point,  and  did 
not  try  the  effect  of  adding  more  silver  nitrate.  They  pro- 
ceeded to  examine  the  precipitate,  and  found  it  was 
insoluble  in  ammonia.  When  ammonia  with  which  the 
precipitate  had  been  treated  was  acidulated,  no  curdy  white 
precipitate  was  thrown  down,  as  would  be  the  case  if  the 
precipitate  had  contained  silver  chloride.  The  conclusion 
was  too  hastily  drawn  that  the  mixture  of  salts  did  not 
•contain  a  chloride.  In  reality,  oniy  a  partial  precipitation 
of  the  acids  had  taken  place,  and  if  the  quantity  of  silver 
nitrate  used  was  small,  nothing  but  silver  iodide  was  thrown 
down.  Until  a  quantity  of  silver  more  than  sufficient  to 
combine  with  the  iodine  and  the  ferrocyanic  radicle  had  been 


used,  no  silver  chlorine  was  found.  Those  who  used  too 
little  silver  nitrate  unconsciously  performed  an  operation  in 
fractional  precipitation,  which,  if  properly  carried  out, 
effected  a  very  fair  separation  of  the  three  acid  radicles. 
This  mistake  was  the  cause  of  the  failure  in  nearly  every 
case  in  which  the  chlorine  was  not  detected.  The  explana- 
tion of  the  selective  precipitation  is  to  be  found  in  the 
relative  solubility  of  the  three  salts  of  silver.  Silver  chloride, 
though  commonly  regarded  as  an  insoluble  salt,  is  in 
reality  slightly  soluble  in  water.  Silver  ferrocyanide  is 
somewhat  less  soluble,  while  the  iodide  still  further 
approaches  complete  insolubility.  It  is  probable,  however, 
that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  completely  insoluble  salt. 

A  familiar  application  of  selective  precipitation,  owing  to 
difference  in  the  solubility  of  almost  insoluble  salts,  is  to  be 
found  in  a  well-known  volumetric  method  for  the  determina- 
tion of  chlorine.  A  neutral  solution  of  a  chloride  is  titrated 
with  a  standard  solution  of  silver  nitrate,  and,  in  order  to 
ascertain  when  the  chlorine  has  been  completely  precipitated 
in  combination  with  silver,  a  small  quantity  of  potassium 
chromate  is  added  to  the  solution  containing  the  chloride. 
Silver  chromate  is  more  soluble  than  silver  chloride,  so  that, 
as  long  as  there  is  any  chlorine  for  the  silver  to  combine 
with,  no  chromate  is  formed.  The  moment  that  point  is 
passed  silver  chromate  makes  its  appearance,  and  the  dark 
reddish-brown  colour  of  this  salt  makes  it  an  excellent 
indicator. 

Prizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded  to 
E.  H.  Harry,  57  Old  Town,  Clapham,  S.W. 

The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 
A.  E.  King,  c/o  Messrs.  Fuller  &  Co.,  Norwich. 


Marks  Awarded  for  Analyses. 


90 
88 
87 
87 
87 
86 
85 
85 
84 
83 
82 
81 
80 
79 
78 
76 
75 
73 
71 
70 
70 
69 
68 
65 
40 
30 
25 
5 


To  Correspondents. 

Prizes. — The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested 
to  write  at  once  to  the  Publisher,  naming  the  book  they  select, 
and  stating  how  they  wish  it  forwarded. 

Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  price  not  greatly 
exceeding  half  a  guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first  prize. 

Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about  five  shillings  may  be 
taken  as  a  second  prize. 

Note. — All  communications  should  include  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers. 

G.  F.  Godson. — Neither  ammonia  nor  bromine  could  be 
detected  by  the  ordinary  tests ;  that  the  mixture  was  absolutely 
free  from  these  impurities  is  improbable. 


E.  H.  Harry  (1st  prize)  . 

..  100 

Phenalgin  ... 

A.  E.  King  (2nd  prize)  . 

..  99 

G.  F.  Godson 

Krypton   

..  98 

Gneiss 

Karlachan  

..  97 

J.  S.  H. 

Welburn 

..  96 

S.  V.  R. 

Londoner  ... 

..  96 

M.  H. 

A.  E.  Beeston 

..  95 

W.  Maxwell 

Leven   

..  95 

A.  C.  Watmough 

Thomas  French  ... 

..  95 

C.  J.  W.  ... 

Cave  

..  95 

W.  J.  J. 

R.  P  

..  95 

A.  S.  Reid  ... 

Algol   

..  95 

Salebia 

Longtome  ... 

..  94 

C.  M.  S. 

H.  Brunskill 

..  94 

E.  M.  Leese 

Turps 

..  94 

Puzzled 

J.  R.  Stott  

..  94 

B.  B. 

Buxtona   

..  94 

W.  H.  Bowling 

Aberthaw   

..  93 

D.  Finlayson 

J.  W.  T  

..  93 

R.  R.  B."  ... 

G.  W.  Marris 

..  93 

L.  P  

Hopeful   

...  92 

H.  M. 

Epoe   

..  92 

S.  A.  Noble... 

Cotoine   

..  92 

Tragacanth ... 

D.  Llew.  Jones 

..  92 

Aconitina  ... 

H.  P.  W  

..  92 

Spes  

T.  Cooper  

..  91 

Y.  E.  Wilson 

Flip  

...  91 

Foli  

J.  Pron   

..  91 

Alo3SO,  ... 

Japaconitine 

...  90 
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J.  S.  H. — No  ammonia  was  evolved  by  tlie  action  of  lime  at 
ordinary  temperatures ;  it  was  only  at  high  temperatures  that 
the  ferrocyanide  was  decomposed  with  the  production  of  am- 
monia. 

S.  V.  R. — It  is  possible  that  in  boiling  with  potassium  hydroxide 
part  of  the  solutioa  on  the  sides  of  the  tube  became  strongly 
heated  ;  this  would  account  for  the  ammonia  you  detected. 

M.  H. — If  you  omitted  to  add  silver  nitrate  until  no  further 
precipitate  was  produced,  the  separation  of  the  chlorine  would  be 
incomplete  ;  possibly  none  of  the  chlorine  was  precipitated. 
Another  possible  source  of  error  is  the  use  of  too  little  nitric  acid 
to  combine  with  all  the  ammonia  in  the  ammoniacal  solution  of 
silver  chloride. 

W.  Maxwell. — The  ammonia  you  detected  was  a  product  of  the 
decomposition  of  potassium  ferrocyanide  by  heat.  If  a  salt  of 
ammonium  had  been  present,  the  action  of  lime  upon  the  slightly- 
moistened  powder  would  have  liberated  ammonia  without  the 
application  of  heat. 

A.  C.  Watmough. — There  was  no  iron  present  in  the  basylous 
form  ;  it  was  only  as  a  constituent  of  the  ferrocyanic  radicle  that 
it  occurred  in  the  mixture. 

C.  J.  W. — In  describing  your  tests  for  acids,  you  refer  to  a  pre- 
pared solution  without  stating  how  it  was  prepared.  There  was 
no  occasion  to  boil  the  powder  with  sodium  carbonate,  because  the 
acids  were  already  combined  with  alkali  metals  only.  When  the 
powder  was  heated  there  was  no  smell  of  burnt  sugar  such  as  tar- 
trates evolve. 

W.  J.  J. — You  report  that  the  chloroform  solution  of  the  halogen 
separated  from  the  powder  was  reddish-brown,  and  that  the  same, 
halogen  gave  an  orange  colour  to  starch-paper.  Your  colour- 
perception  must  be  abnormal;  the  former  colour  was  reddish- 
violet,  the  latter  blue. 

A.  S.  Reid. — The  colour  of  the  powder  being  yellowish-white, 
and  its  solution  almost  colourless,  it  was  clear  that  a  manganate 
was  a  very  unlikely  constituent.  If  a  manganate  had  been  present 
you  should  have  detected  manganese  in  the  examination  for  the 
metals. 

Salebia. — The  fact  that  when  the  powder  was  heated  there 
was  no  empyreumatic  product,  such  as  tartrates  and  citrates 
yield,  should  have  thrown  some  doubt  on  the  presence  of  these 
acids.  You  should  have  removed  the  ferrocyanide  in  the  form  of 
a  copper  or  zinc  salt  before  testing  for  organic  acids. 

C.  M.  S. — See  remarks  to  "  C.  J.  W."  and  c  Salebia." 

E.  M.  Leese. — When  you  heated  the  powder  with  concentrated 
sulphuric  acid  you  noted  nothing  but  blackening  and  the  evolution 
of  hydrochloric-acid  fumes ;  as  a  matter  of  fact,  iodine  was 
volatilised,  and  its  intense  violet  colour  was  so  marked  that  it  is 
difficult  to  understand  how  you  could  have  failed  to  see  it. 

Puzzled. — If  you  had  completely  precipitated  the  acid  radicles 
in  combination  with  silver,  a  considerable  part  of  the  precipitate 
would  have  been  found  soluble  in  dilute  ammonia.  It  was  im- 
portant to  distinguish  between  the  iron  as  a  constituent  of  hydro- 
ferrocyanic  acid  and  iron  as  a  base. 

B.  B. — You  say  that  silver  nitrate  gave  a  precipitate  insoluble 
in  nitric  acid  and  in  ammonia,  yet  you  concluded  that  part  of  this 
precipitate  was  silver  tartrate,  which  dissolves  readily  both  in 
nitric  acid  and  ammonia.  The  odour  of  burnt  sugar  and  your 
silver  mirror  were  purely  imaginary.  Several  of  your  observations 
are  excellent  examples  of  the  futility  of  attempting  analytical 
work  without  a  previous  study  of  analytical  reactions  by  actual 
experiment  with  known  substances. 

W.  H.  Bowling.— You  made  no  attempt  to  detect  a  chloride. 

R.  R.  B. — You  should  not  have  overlooked  the  evolution  of 
hydrocyanic  acid  and  ammonia  when  the  powder  was  heated  in 
an  ignition-tube.  It  seems  almost  incredible  that  you  could 
have  added  ferric  chloride  to  the  aqueous  solution  of  the  powder 
without  observing  the  precipitate  of  Prussian  blue. 

L-  P. — See  remarks  to  "  Salebia."  In  examining  a  solution 
prepared  by  boiling  with  sodium  carbonate  (a  wholly  unnecessary 
operation  in  this  case)  an  error  sometimes  arises  from  the 
omission  to  expel  the  carbonic  acid  liberated  on  acidulating  the 
solution.  On  adding  ammonia  some  ammonium  carbonate  is 
produced,  and,  when  calcium  chloride  is  subsequently  added,  a 
precipitate  of  calcium  carbonate  is  of  course  produced. 

S.  A.  Noble.— The  odour  of  iodine  is  quite  unlike  that  of 
sulphuretted  hydrogen,  yet  you  confounded  the  two.  You  found 
that  the  powder,  placed  on  a  silver  coin  and  moistened,  blackened 
the  silver ;  we  failed  to  obtain  this  result. 

Tragacanth.— The  precipitate  you  obtained  with  calcium 
chloride  was  the  double  ferrocyanide  of  calcium  and  potassium. 
On  ignition  it  left  a  residue  containing  iron,  thus  distinguishing  it 
from  calcium  oxalate. 


H.  M.  —  See  remark  to  "Tragacanth." 

Aconitika. — The  powder  did  not  effervesce  when  treated  with 
a  dilute  acid,  showing  that  a  carbonate  was  not  present.  The 
decomposition  you  observed  with  concentrated  sulphuric  acid  was 
accompanied  by  effervescence  due  to  the  escape  of  various  volatile 
products,  including  iodine,  hydrochloric  acid,  hydrocyanic  acid, 
and  nitrogen. 

Spes. — There  is  a  broad  distinction  between  a  cyanide  and  a 
ferrocyanide;  having  detected  a  cyanogen  compound,  you  should 
have  ascertained  in  what  form  it  was  present. 

Y.  E.  Wilson. — The  blue  precipitate  you  inquire  about  was,  of 
course,  due  to  the  ferrocyanide.  Out  of  contact  with  air  a 
nearly  white  precipitate  is  produced  by  the  action  of  a  ferro- 
cyanide with  a  ferrous  salt,  but  exposed  to  the  air  it  rapidly 
oxidises  to  Prussian  blue. 

Foli. — The  greenish-coloured  precipitate  you  obtained  with 
ammonia  was  due  to  iron  ;  it  was  chiefly  ferrous  hydroxide.  When 
fused  with  an  alkaline  carbonate  and  nitrate,  the  mass  obtained 
did  not  give  a  yellow  solution,  but  there  was  an  insoluble  red 
residue  of  ferric  oxide.  The  blue  precipitate  you  obtained  in 
testing  for  acids  was  conclusive  proof  of  the  presence  of  a  ferro- 
cyanide. 

Al.i.-^SO.^. — We  cannot  give  you  any  better  advice  than  that 
often  given  in  these  columns.  Repeat  the  work  with  a  similar 
mixture  of  your  own  preparation,  and  you  will  learn  many  things 
not  to  be  learnt  in  any  other  way. 


The  Tournament. 
The  end  of  the  Students'  Competition  Campaign,  1899-1900,  is 
within  sight.  Those  able  light-cavalry  leaders  A.  E.  King, 
E.  H.  H.,  A.  E.  Beeston,  and  Welburn  are  nearing  the  goal. 
They  advanced  in  the  early  days  of  the  campaign  amidst  reaction- 
ary rifle-pits  and  equational  kopjes  so  rapidly  that  the  main  body 
of  the  assaulting  army  was  left  far  in  the  rear.  Isolated  sections, 
however,  have  in  the  later  days  of  the  struggle  closed  up  in  gallant 
style,  and  are  now  pushing  the  leaders  close  in  a  neck-and-neck 
race  for  the  direct  frontal  attack.  At  any  moment  the  stronghold 
may  be  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  following,  who  hold  the  first  ten 
positions  : — 

I  A.  E.  King    495     Algol   469 

'  E.  H.  H   485     J.  R.  Stott    454 

A.  E.  Beeston    483     J.  S.  H  453 

Welburn   480     R.  R.  B  453 

Leven    471  |  Hopeful    452 


Vocal  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Real  Shamrock. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Royal  Botanic  Society  at  Regent's 
Park  Gardens  on  March  24,  the  Secretary  called  attention 
to  the  recent  controversy  as  to  what  was  the  true  shamrock. 
Sowerby,  in  his  "  English  Botany,"  gave  two  plants,  the 
'Trifolium  repens  and  the  Oxalis  Aeetosella,  both  of  which 
were  spoken  of  as  the  true  shamrock,  and  were  usually 
regarded  as  such,  while  Dr.  Prior,  in  his  "  Popular  Names  of 
Plants,"  gave  Mvdieago  lupulina  and  Trifolium  repens.  In 
Ireland  the  peasants  went  out  on  to  the  hilisides  and  pastures 
and  gathered  any  species  which  happened  to  grow  there, 
and  regarded  this  as  the  true  shamrock.  The  Chairman  (Mr. 
Brinsley  Marlay)  said  there  was  no  doubt  that  in  Ireland  it 
was  Trifolium  repens  which  was  almost  invariably  said  to 
be  the  shamrock,  but  it  appeared  to  him  that  what  St. 
Patrick,  if  he  ever  existed,  held  up  was  the  Oxalis  Aeetosella, 
the  leaves  of  which  were  far  more  distinct.  The  ordinary 
clover,  however,  had  been  used  instead.  He  had  never  seen 
Oxalis  Aeetosella  sent  over  from  Ireland  for  use  as  the 
shamrock. 

Local  Supply  Recommended. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Gainsborough  Urban  District 
Council  last  week,  Mr.  Eyre  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  disinfectants  being  used  were  not  supplied  locally,  and 
asked  that  tenders  for  disinfectants  should  be  invited  from 
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local  trader-?.  He  also  moved  that  the  Surveyor  purchase 
no  more  until  the  whole  question  had  been  considered  by 
the  Council.    This  was  agreed  to. 

A  Sensible  Proposal. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Ipswich  Board  of  Guardians  on 
March  23  the  question  of  the  supply  of  drugs  and  the  dis- 
pensing of  medicine  for  the  poor  came  irp.  At  present  there 
are  two  medical  officers  employed,  each  of  whom  has  to  find 
his  own  drugs,  and  do  his  own  dispensing.  As  one  of  them 
will  soon  retire  under  the  age  limit,  the  Out-relief  Committee 
recomniend  there  should  be  only  one  medical  officer,  with 
a  qualified  deputy.  It  is  also  proposed  that  the  drugs 
required  should  be  furnished  by  the  Guardians,  who  should 
likewise  pay  for  the  dispensing,  which  would  be  done  by  the 
chemist  having  the  drug-contract.  The  dispensing  chemist 
appointed  would  be  required  to  attend  at  the  Board's  offices 
daily  from  10  to  11  with  the  exception  of  Sundays.  The 
Chairman  (Rev.  T.  W.  Tozer),  who  moved  its  adoption,  also 
claimed  it  would  better  serve  the  interests  of  the  poor,  who 
would  be  enabled  to  obtain  medicine  immediately  after 
receiving  an  order  from  the  medical  officer,  instead  of 
having  to  go  twice  to  the  relieving-olticer  as  under  the 
present  system.  The  drugs  had  been  estimated  to  cost  85/. 
per  annum,  the  proposed  salary  to  the  medical  officer  to  be 
300/.,  but  he  anticipated  that  they  would  cost  considerably 
less.  In  the  discussion,  Mr.  Fulcher  did  not  think  it  wise 
that  the  dispenser  should  also  supply  the  drugs,  or  they 
would  never  have  any  complaint  as  to  their  quality.  Mr. 
Freston  said  this  difficult}'  would  be  met  if  the  doctor  did 
his  own  dispensing,  and  the  question  was  ultimately 
adjourned  for  a  fortnight. 

Analysts'  Affairs. 

The  Norfolk  County  Council  has  re-appointed  Mr.  F. 
Sutton  as  their  public  analyst. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Radnorshire  County  Council  on 
March  24,  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Horace  Swete,  the  county 
analyst,  was  received  and  accepted.  In  the  debate  which 
ensued  respecting  the  appointment  of  a  successor,  it  was 
recommended  that  an  analyst  be  appointed  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  at  an  annual  salary  of  3/.  3s.,  and  a  fee  of 
10;;.  6d.  for  each  sample  analysed,  and  that  the  same  person 
should  hold  office  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  and  the 
Fertilisers  and  Feeding-stuffs  Acts.  The  Council  empowered 
a  committee  to  communicate  with  the  authorities  at  Aberyst 
wyth  College,  and  ask  if  the  gentleman  who  was  their  analyst 
under  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding-stuffs  Act  could  act  in  the 
same  capacity  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  and 
whether  he  was  willing  to  do  so. 

Clerkenwell  Disinfectants. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Clerkenwell  Vestry  on  March  22  the 
following  tenders  were  received  tor  the  supply  of  dis- 
infectants for  the  ensuing  year.  The  respective  articles 
were : — (1)  95-per-cent.  clear  carbolic-acid  fluid,  free  from 
tar,  oils,  and  sulphuretted  hydrogen  (at  per  gal.):  (2)70- 
per-cent.  carbolic  acid,  dissolved  in  caustic  soda,  and  free 
from  tar,  oils,  and  sulphuretted  hydrogen  (at  per  gal.) ;  and 
(3)  15-per-cent.  carbolic  disinfecting-powder,  free  from  tar, 
oils,  and  sulphuretted  hydrogen  (at  per  cwt.).  Messrs. 
Burt,  Boulton  &  Hayward  quoted  (1)  Is.  5//.,  (2)  Is.  3d., 
(3)  2.v.  10d. ;  Messrs.  Adcock,  Easton  &  Co..  (1)  1/.  2,1., 
(2)  and  (3)  3s.  :  the  Planner  Sanitary  Fluid  Company, 
(1)  2s.,  (2)  no  quotation,  (3)  5s.;  Dussek  Brothers  k 
Co.,  (1)  l.v.  4r/.,  (2)— the  70  altered  to  50—1*.,  (3)  3x.  3d.  ; 
Newton.  Chambers  &  Co.  only  quoted  for  "l/.al":  the 
Sanitas  Company,  1*.  2d..  Is.,  and  3*.Gd.;  Jeyes' Sanitary 
Compounds,  l.v.  Qd.,  Is.  3d.,  and  4x.  6d.  ;  George  Armstrong, 
Is.  bd.,  2.v..  and  2*.  \0\tl.  The  tender  of  Messrs.  Adcock, 
Easton  &  Co.  was  accepted. 

"  Battle  "  on  Appro. 

At  an  inquest  held  on  March  23  at  Fulham  relative  to 
the  suicide  of  a  lady  named  Mary  Ann  Sophia  Williams, 
the  evidence  showed  that  deceased  had  taken  some  Battle's 
vermin-killer  which  she  had  obtained  from  Mr.  Harry 
Hodgkinson  Charlesworth,  chemist  and  druggist,  780  Fulham 
Road,  S.W.  Mr.  Charlesworth  deposed  that  he  knew 
deceased  as  a  customer.  About  a  month  ago  he  supplied  her 


with  some  Battle's  vermin-killer,  which  was  a  mixture  of 
indigo,  arsenic  and  strychnine. 

The  Coroner  :  Was  the  sale  entered  ? — No,  sir.  The  witness- 
proceeded  to  explain  that  the  deceased  did  not  pay  for  the 
article,  as  she  said  she  did  not  know  whether  it  would  do. 
She  did  not,  however,  return.    It  was  labelled  "Poison." 

The  Coroner  remarked  that  the  poison  was  supplied,  but 
the  witness  replied  that  the  sale  was  not  completed. 

The  foreman  of  the  jury  said  his  colleagues  wished  to- 
return  a  verdict  of  suicide  while  of  unsound  mind.  He 
remarked  that,  although  he  should  be  sorry  to  blame  the 
chemist,  he  thought  it  was  a  very  loose  law  which  allowed 
poison  to  be  sold  in  this  way. 

The  Coroner  :  This  was  evidently  sent  out  on  approval, 
and  I  think  the  Act  would  cover  that.  It'  a  poison  left  the 
chemist's  hands  in  this  way  it  should  have  been  entered, 
although  the  Act  reads  "  sold."  It  was  only  right,  however, 
for  the  jury  to  call  attention  to  it,  although  the  chemist  had 
no  power  to  refuse  to  sell  provided  all  the  requirtments  of 
the  law  were  complied  with. 

Laudanum  in  Cough-mixtures. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Battersea  last  week  on  the  body  of 
Ethel  Carvell,  aged  2  years,  the  mother  stated  that  the  child 
had  a  cold,  and  she  made  a  mixture  of  paregoric,  laudanum, 
vinegar,  and  treacle,  and  gave  the  child  half-teaspoonful' 
doses.  This  seemed  at  first  to  do  good,  but  death  took  placi 
suddenly  two  days  later.  The  Coroner  and  a  medical  man 
who  gave  evidence  both  condemned  the  practice  of  giving 
mixtures  containing  laudanum  to  young  children.  The 
doctor  stated  that  death  was  due  to  pericarditis,  bronchitis 
and  pneumonia,  and  a  verdict  accordingly  was  given. 

The  Opium-habit. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Islington  on  March  23  on  the  body  of 
f  Mary  Ann  Powley  (56), the  evidence  showed  thatthe  deceased,, 
or  some  twenty  years  past,  had  been  in  the  habit  several 
times  daily  of  taking  a  quantity  of  opium  in  some  beer.  The 
opium  was  purchased  for  her  at  a  chemist's  shop  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Mildmay  Park  in  1-oz.  quantities,  the- 
chemist  labelling  it  "  Poison."  On  March  21  she  was- 
found  in  an  insensible  condition,  and  died  suddenly  the 
following  morning.  Dr.  Beardmore,  who  had  made  an 
autopsy,  said  death  was  due  to  an  attack  of  apoplexy  and) 
opium  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  death.  The  Coroner  said 
that  some  opium-eaters  took  large  quantities  without  any 
bad  effects,  and  Dr.  Beardmore  said  he  knew  of  a  case  in- 
which  a  person  took  10  oz.  of  laudanum  daily. 

Carbolic  Fatalities. 

A  ship's  fireman  named  Michael  O'Brien,  drank  a  quantity 
of  carbolic  acid  at  South  Shields  on  March  18,  and  died. 

Edward  Jones,  grocer,  Pnlverbatch,  accidentally  drank  a 
quantity  of  carbolic-acid  oil  on  March  16,  and  died  the  next 
day. 

The  members  of  the  household  of  John  Wormald  (58),  a 
Halifax  quarryman,  had  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  pure- 
carbolic-  acid  diluted  with  water  to  cure  colds.  The  other  day 
Wormald  himself  drank  from  a  bottle  which  he  thought  was 
diluted  phenol,  but  it  contained  the  pure  acid  itself,  and  he 
died  a  quarter  of  an  hour  later. 

A  Chemist's  Assistant's  Death. 

Mr.  M.  H.  Kempe  Brown  (22),  assistant  to  Messrs.  Taylor 
&  Brawn,  chemists  and  druggists,  Bedford,  suddenly  fell 
down  in  Tavistock  Street  on  March  23,  and  died  within  a  few 
minutes.  At  the  inquest  on  the  following  day.  Dr.  Carter 
gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  deceased  probably  felt  faint  from* 
the  cold,  and  the  fall,  which  he  said  was  a  terrible  one, 
lacerated  the  brain.  A  verdict  of  accidental  death  was 
returned. 

Charges  of  Stealing  and  Receiving. 
At  tiie  Ashton-under-Lyne  Police  Court  on  March  24,  John 
Wright  was  charged  with  stealing  six  bottles  of  otto  of 
roses,  value  60/.,  the  property  of  Messrs.  Kerfoot,  Bardsley 
Yale  Mills,  and  John  Jones,  a  drug-dealer  in  Manchester,  was- 
charged   with  receiving  the  same.    It  was  alleged  that 
Wright,  who  had  been  employed  at  a  chemist's  shop  in 
Manchester,  broke  into  the  mill  and  stole  the  otto,  afterwards- 
disposing  of  it  to  Jones.    The  prisoners  were  remanded. 
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A  Further  List  of  Contracts  Settled. 

Basingstoke. — Mr.  J.  E.  Turner,  for  iodoform,  Is.  per  oz. ; 
absorbent  wool,  1*.  per  lb. :  lint  flax.  Is.  4c/.  per  lb.  :  surgeons' 
tow,  M.  per  lb. ;  Condy's  fluid,  Is.  6c/.  per  pint ;  methylated 
spirit,  4c/.  per  pint ;  glycerin,  Id.  per  lb. ;  eucalyptus  oil 
(globulus),  2s.  9d.  per  lb. ;  castor  oil,  5d.  per  lb. ;  soda  water 
in  syphons,  Id.  each  ;  double  trusses  Is.  lOJc/..  single  trusses 
Is.  3d.  each  ;  cod-liver  oil,  5s.  9d.  per  dozen  pints  ;  carbolic 
acid  (disinfecting),  Is.  6c/.  per  gal. ;  Jeyes'  fluid,  4s.  6c/.  per 
gal. ;  Jeyes'  powder,  11.?.  6c/.  per  cwt. 

Bath. — Mr.  A.  H.  Cooper,  chemist  and  druggist,  for  drugs  to 
St.  Catherine's  and  Magdalen  Hospitals ;  Mr.  B.  Hall,  for  St. 
John's  and  Bellot's  Hospital. 

■  Birkenhead.  — ■  Notwithstanding  the  recent  libel-action 
between  Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.  and  a  member  of  the 
Birkenhead  Board  of  Guardians,  the  contract  for  the  supply 
of  drugs,  medicinal  preparations,  and  sundries  has  again 
been  given  to  Messrs.  Evans  by  the  Board. 

Boston. — Mr.  T.  B.J.  Booker,  chemist  and  druggist,  Boston, 
for  quinine  for  the  ensuing  six  months,  at  2s.  per?oz.  Messrs. 
Gilliatt  (Limited),  Wide  Bargatc,  were  appointed  chemists 
to  the  workhouse  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Brentford. — Piatt's  Stores  (Limited),  for  invalid-bovril 
in  2-oz.  jars,  10s.  9c/.  per  dozen  ;  in  1-lb.  jars,  56s.  per  dozen  ; 
Savory  &  Moore's  food  in  1-lb.  tins,  7s.  l^d.  per  dozen  ; 
Benger's  food  in  1-lb.  tins,  12s.  6c/.  per  dozen.  [It  will  be 
observed  that  these  are  under  the  wholesale  prices.] 

Droxford  Workhouse. — Messrs.  Payne  &  Co.,  Bishop's 
Waltham,  for  crushed  linseed,  2d.  per  lb.  Mr.  H.  Clark, 
Droxford,  for  carbolic  soap,  28s.  6c/.  per  cwt. 

East  Grinstead  Workhouse. — Mr.  H.  S.  Martins,  for  drugs. 

Evesham  Workhouse. — Mr.  H.  A.  Elliott,  for  drugs. 

Exeter. — Messrs.  Holman,  Ham  &  Co.,  for  the  supply  of 
drugs  and  medicines  to  the  Corporation  of  the  Poor,  and  for 
■disinfectants  to  the  City  Council. 

Farnham. — Mr.  A.  Dunston,  chemist  and  druggist,  Farn- 
ham,  for  drugs. 

Isle  of  Wight. — Messrs.  Flux  (Limited),  Wroxall,  for 
crushed  linseed,  21s.  per  cwt.  Messrs.  Jordan  &  Stanley, 
for  arrowroot,  3d.  per  lb. ;  meat-extract,  5s.  6d.  per  dozen 
tins.  Messrs.  Perceval  &  Co.,  for  borax,  2\d.  per  lb. ;  salt- 
petre, "i\d.  per  lb.  ;  carbolic  soap,  16s.  6c/.  per  cwt. ;  Sanitas 
soap,  30s.  6c/.  per  cwt. 

Kington  Workhouse. — Mr.  T.  H.  V.  Morris,  for  cod-liver 
oil  at  Is.  per  pint. 

Midhurst  Workhouse. — Messrs.  Pescod  &  Gasden,  for  car- 
bolic soap,  3}c/.  per  lb.  ;  linseed-meal,  2d.  per  lb.  Mr.  C. 
Funnell,  for  arrowroot,  Is.  per  lb. 

Mutford  and  Lothingland. — Mr.  J.  W.  Dent,  chemist, 
Old  ton  Broad,  for  drugs  to  the  workhouse. 

Peterborough. — Mr.  T.  J.  Calcutt,  for  drugs  to  the  work- 
house. 

Petworth  Workhouse. —  Mr.  J.  Knight,  for  carbolic  soap, 
22s.  per  cwt. 

Seisdon  Workhouse. — Mr.  W.  H.  Weaver,  for  arrowroot, 
6c/.  per  lb.  :  carbolic  soap,  2d.  per  lb.  • 

Semington.  —  Mr.  E.  H.  Trollope,  Trowbridge,  for 
chemicals. 

Southampton. — Messrs.  Randall  &  Son,  for  drugs  at  22 J 
per  cent,  off  Messrs.  Barron,  Harveys  &  Co.'s  current  price- 
list.  Sanitas  Company  (Limited),  for  carbolic  soft  and  hard 
sanitary  soaps  at  28s.  per  cwt. 

Strood  Workhouse. — Mr.  A.  B.  Acworth,  for  linseed 
(crushed),  15s.  6c/.  per  cwt.  Sanitas  Company,  for  carbolic 
soap,  22s.  per  cwt.  :  disinl'ecting-fluid,  9s.  per  dozen. 

Upton-on-Severn. — Mr.  J.  Gibbs,  for  drugs  and  oil. 

West  Ashford  (Kent). — Mr.  G.  Harvey,  Charing,  for 
McDougall's  carbolic  soap,  25s.  6d.  per  cwt.  ;  arrowroot, 
Ihd.  per  lb. ;  linsced-meal,  2d.  per  lb. ;  saltpetre,  3d.  per  lb.  ; 
Price's  improved  night-lights,  3s.  10c?.  ;  large  combs,  4s.  6d. 
per  dozen  ;  small  combs,  3s.  9c/.  per  dozen. 

Wolverhampton. — Messrs.  P.  Harris  &  Co.  (Limited),  for 
drugs  for  workhouse  at  44/.  12s.,  and  for  drugs  for  the  dis- 
pensary at  68/.  7s.  lid. 

Masonic  Votes  "Wanted. 

A  strong  eli'ort  is  being  made  for  the  election  of  Mrs. 
Harriett  Parkes  to  the  benefits  of  the  Royal  Masonic  Bene- 
volent Institution.  She  is  69  years  of  age,  and  widow  of  the 
late  John  Prior  Parkes,  pharmaceutical  chemist  and  com- 


I  mereial  traveller.  The  deceased  was  P.M.  and  P.Z.  of  the 
!  "  St.  Martin's-le-Grand  "  Lodge,  and  a  generous  supporter  of 
*  all  the  Masonic  charities,  though,  unfortunately,  at  his  death 

he  did  not  leave  any  great  provision  for  his  widow.  If  any 
;  of  our  friends  have  spare  votes  and  will  forward  them  to 

Bro.  John  Hatch,  25  St.  James  Street,  Islington,  they  will  be 

appreciated. 

New  Trade  Cricket-club. 

The  newest  club  is  that  which  has  been  started  by  the 
firm  of  May,  Roberts  &  Co.,  9  and  11  Clerkenwell  Road, 
B.C.  The  club's  ground  is  at  Stamford  Hill,  and  Mr.  E.  H. 
Welsford,  the  Hon.  Secretary,  will  be  glad  to  arrange  dates 
with  medium-strength  clubs  connected  with  the  trade. 

Chemists'  Licences. 

Off  wine-licences  have  been  granted  to  the  following 
firms : — 

Mr.  G.  Dusart  (Sussex  Driv.:  Company),  for  Station  Road, 
Redhill. 

Mr.  Arthur  Davy,  chemist  and  druggist,  Beckenham  Road, 
Penge. 

Messrs.  Glyn  &  Co.,  159  East  India  Road,  Poplar. 

Mr.  W.  Squire,  213  East  India  Road,  Poplar. 

An  off-licence  for  wines  and  spirits  has  been  granted  to 

Messrs.  James  Buchanan,  James  Heron.  Robert  Dick, 
Alexander  Noble,  James  L.  Ewing,  and  William  Inglis  Clark 
I  (trading  as  Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.),  wholesale  chemists, 
143  Farringdon  Road,  E.C. 

At  Staines  Licensing  Sessions  on  March  26,  the  adjourned 
application  of  Mr.  H.  E.  Clement,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Hampton  Hill,  for  renewal  of  his  wine-licence  was  heard, 
j  Mr.  Lay,  who  opposed  the  application  on  the  last  occasion 
(<7.  $  D.,  March  17.  page  452),  now  admitted  that  he  had 
made  a  mistake  in  saying  that  an  entrance  had  been  made 
during  the  year  from  the  chemist's  shop  to  the  adjoining 
premises.  He  had  since  ascertained  that  there  was  no  door- 
way between  the  two  shops,  but  an  entrance  had  been  made 
from  the  rear  of  the  dispensary  into  the  next  shop,  and  he 
therefore  contended  that  two  separate  businesses  were 
carried  on.  He  argued  that  the  licence  granted  was  to  sell 
wine  off  the  premises  from  the  chemist's  shop  only,  and 
not  the  adjacent  premises.  The  application  was  also 
opposed  by  a  local  wine-merchant,  who  asserted  that  Mr. 
Clement  carried  on  his  wine-business  in  the  shop  adjoining 
the  chemist's  shop.  Mr.  Rowlands,  for  the  applicant,  pointed 
out  that  the  premises  had  not  been  altered  in  any  shape  or 
form  since  the  former  licence  was  granted.  Mr.  Lay  had 
made  a  series  of  statements,  but  had  called  no  evidence  to 
support  them.  These  statements  were  not  true,  and  the 
application  for  a  spirit-licence  had  been  refused  on  last 
occasion  because  of  these  misstatements.  Mr.  Clement 
deposed  that  lie  had  made  |no  'alteration  in  his  premises. 
There  had  always  been  an  opening  from  the  one  shop  to 
the  other.  The  premises  were  subject  to  one  rent  and 
assessment,  and  the  other  shop  was  simply  used  for  the 
storage  of  syphons.  The  bottles  in  the  shop-window  were 
dummies.    The  renewal  of  the  licence  was  granted. 


3risb  IRcws. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


The  Queen's  Visit  to  Ireland. 

On  Thursday,  March  22,  a  special  meeting  of  the  Council 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  was  held  at  their 
house  in  Dublin,  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  an  address  to 
the  Queen  on  the  occasion  of  her  visit  to  Dublin.  The  Pre- 
sident (Mr.  G,  D.  Beggs)  moved  that  an  address  of  welcome 
be  presented  to  the  Queen.  He  said  he  had  summoned  the 
meeting  in  order  that  each  member  of  the  Council  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  expressing  his  feelings  in  the  matter. 
They  presented  an  address  on  the  occasion  of  the  Jubilee, 
and  as  all  the  other  learned  bodies  in  the  city,  as  well  as  the 
surrounding  Urban  and  County  Councils,  were  doing  so 
again,  he  thought  the  Council  should  be  unanimous  in  the 
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matter  now.  Mr.  Wells  seconded  the  motion.  As  men,  be 
said,  they  held  divers  political  opinions,  but  as  a  Council 
they  had  no  politics.  The  letters  that  they  had  from 
colleagues  who  were  absent,  and  who  held  different  opinions 
from  those  entertained  by  some  of  themselves,  expressed 
thorough  sympathy  with  the  President's  motion.  At  the 
present  time  they  as  a  society  should  show  honour  to  their 
Queen — a  noble  and  good  woman — who,  notwithstanding 
her  age,  was  coming  there  to  do  honour  to  their  country  and 
to  show  in  a  very  marked  manner  her  appreciation  of  the 
valour  of  her  Irish  soldiers.  The  motion  was  unanimously 
carried. 

It  is  freely  stated  in  Dublin  that  amongst  those  who  will 
receive  the  honour  of  knighthood  as  the  result  of  her 
Majesty's  visit  to  Dublin  next  month  are  the  Presidents  of 
the  Koyal  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  the  President 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  Mr.  Thomas  W.  Kobinson, 
M.P.S.I.,  J.P.,  Chairmanof  the  Kingstown  Urban  Council,  and 
director  of  Messrs.  Hayes,  Conyngham  &  Robinson  (Limited), 
pharmacists. 

When  the  Queen  Comes. 

Messrs.  P.  A.  Leslie  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  Bride 
Street,  Dublin,  intend  closing  their  establishment  on 
April  4,  the  day  of  the  Queen's  arrival  in  Dublin,  so  that  all 
their  hands  may  have  an  opportunity  of  viewing  the 
procession. 

Bottle-case. 

The  Belfast  Bottle-exchange  prosecuted  Henry  Morton, 
aerated-water  manufacturer,  Belturbet,  at  the  Belturbet 
Petty  Sessions,  for  rilling  bottles  belonging  to  members  of 
the  Association.  The  case  was  forwarded  to  the  Quarter 
Sessions. 

Dispensary-items. 

New  dispensaries  are  to  be  opened  in  the  Pembroke 
district  of  the  South  Dublin  Union  and  in  the  Howth  dis- 
trict of  the  North  Dublin  Union.  The  increase  in  the 
populations  of  the  two  districts  is  the  cause  of  the  exten- 
sions.— Mr.  F.  J.  Martin  was,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians 
of  the  South  Dublin  Union,  appointed  dispenser  for  the 
Rathfarnham,  Terenure,  and  Crumlin  dispensaries.  The 
salary  is  100Z.  and  the  dispenser  is  required  to  give  his 
whole  time  to  the  work. — Mr.  O'Connell  has  been  appointed 
temporary  compounder  of  medicines  at  the  North  Clarence 
Street  Dispensary,  Dublin,  in  place  of  Mr.  Jessop,  resigned. 
The  vacant  position  will  be  filled  on  April  14.  The  salary 
offered  is  81/.  a  year. 

Contracts. 

Mr.  Henry  Bill,  L.P.S.I..  Waterford,  has  been  appointed 
contractor  for  the  supply  of  medicine  to  the  Local  District 
Lunatic  Asylum. 

Messrs.  Leslie  &  Co.,  Dublin,  and  the  Medical  Appliance 
Company,  Cork,  have  been  appointed  contractors  to  the 
Dungarvan  Union  for  the  supply  of  medicines  and  medic  al 
appliances  respectively. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Omagh  (co.  Tyrone)  Board  of 
Guardians,  Messrs.  H.&  R.  Lyons,  High  Street,  Omagh,  were 
declared  contractors  for  medicines  (for  one  year),  at  15  per 
cent,  off  the  scheduled  prices  ;  and  the  Medical  Supply 
Company,  Dublin,  got  the  contract  for  appliances,  at  25  per 
cent.  off. 

Business-changes. 

The  Medical  Hall,  High  Street,  Dublin,  lately  in  the 
occupation  of  Mr.  M.  de  Arcy,  is  to  let. 

Messrs.  Ayrton  &  Saunders,  Liverpool,  have  just  com- 
pletely refitted  Dr.  White's  Medical  Hall,  Broad  Street. 
Waterford.  The  shop  has  at  the  same  time  been  enlarged, 
and  now  presents  a  very  handsome  appearance. 

Messrs.  Anderson  &  Adam's  Medical  Hall,  Grafton  Street, 
Dublin,  is  announced  to  be  sold  by  auction.  The  business 
is  nearly  seventy  years  old,  and  it  is  stated  that  the  pur- 
chaser will  receive  stock-in-trade  valued  at  1,100/. ;  also  the 
prescription-books,  which  include  those  of  the  late  Dr.  Wm. 
Moore,  South  Anne  Street,  and  the  late  firm  of  Martin  & 
Jones,  Grafton  Street.  The  business  belongs  to  Mr.  J.  E. 
Brunker,  M  A.,  ex-Prcsident  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland. 


Legal  Cases. 

The  case  of  Pollex  &  Co.  v.  The  Ulster  Chemists 
(Limited)  came  on  for  hearing  at  Newry  Quarter  Sessions  on 
March  23.  Particulars  of  the  case,  which  was  a  claim  for 
5/.  12s.  6//.,  were  given  in  the  C.  B.  February  10,  page  240. 
The  defendants  counterclaimcd  6/.  5s.  damages  for  breach 
of  an  alleged  contract  to  supply  100  cases  of  Valencia 
onions.  The  counterclaim  was  disallowed,  and  a  decree 
granted  for  5/.  12,«.  6d.,  with  costs,  and  11.  10*'.  witnesses' 
expenses. 

In  the  Belfast  Record  Court  on  March  26,  Messrs.  Francis 
Quinn  &  Son,  contractors,  of  Blomfield,  brought  an  action 
for  221/.  5s.  for  work  done  and  material  provided  for  Robert 
Smith,  druggist,  of  Knock.  The  defendant  pleaded  that  the 
work  was  not  according  to  plan  and  specification,  and 
counterclaimed  600/.  for  breach  of  contract.  After  a  very 
lengthy  hearing,  in  which  six  members  of  the  bar  were 
engaged,  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  for  the  full  amount 
claimed  and  also  gave  the  plaintiff  a  verdict  on  the  counter- 
claim. 

Sold  Up. 

At  Dublin  last  week,  the  stock-in-trade  of  the  Mineral- 
water  Manufacturers' Association  (Limited)  in  liquidation, 
consisting  amongst  a  number  of  other  articles  of  7,800 
dozen  mineral-water  bottles,  was  sold  by  public  auction. 
The  association  was  wound  up  recently  on  the  application  of 
Messrs.  Bewley  &  Draper,  chemists  and  druggists,  Mary 
Street,  who  were  creditors  of  the  concern. 


Scotcb  1Rem 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Bought  by  the  Bailie. 

The  shop  at  66  High  Street,  Annan,  occupied  by  Bailie 
Crail,  chemist  and  druggist,  and  the  property  adjoining  was 
offered  for  sale  in  public  auction  on  March  26,  and  bought 
by  Bailie  Crail  for  1,360/. 

Died  in  the  Chemist's. 

On  March  27,  while  voting  was  taking  place  in  Elgin  for 
|  the  Burgh  School  Board,  a  retired  baker  named  Simpson, 
after  depositing  his  paper  in  the  ballot-box,  fainted  in  a 
passage  leading  from  the  Court-house.  He  was  carried  into 
a  chemist's  shop,  and,  in  spite  of  medical  assistance  being  at 
hand,  expired  in  a  few  minutes. 

Personal. 

Mr.  John  Hunter  has  been  appointed  Public  Analyst  for 
the  Burghs  of  Bo'ness  and  Queensferry. 

Mr.  William  Carruthers,  F.L.S.,  F.R.S.,  late  keeper  of  the 
Botanical  Department  of  the  British  Museum,  has  been 
appointed  Thomson  Lecturer  to  the  Free  Church  College, 
Aberdeen,  for  next  year. 

Professor  Sir  William  T.  Gairdner,  K.C.B.,  has,  owing  to 
failing  eyesight,  intimated  his  intention  to  resign  the  chair 
of  the  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  LTniversity  of  Glasgow, 
which  he  has  held  since  1862.  He  was  born  in  Edinburgh 
in  1824  and  graduated  at  Edinburgh  University  in  1845.  He 
was  the  first  medical  officer  of  health  for  Glasgow,  and  is 
physician  to  Her  Majesty  in  Scotland. 

i 

A  Slander-action  Settled. 

In  connection  with  the  friction  which  has  arisen  in  the 
i  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Professional  and  Civil 
Service  Supply  Association  (Limited),  an  action  for  slander 
was  heard  in  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  on  March  21. 
Mr.  J.  Paterson,  C.A.,  Edinburgh,  one  of  the  auditors  of  the 
i  company,  sued  Mr.  W.  Somerville,  Currie,  for  1,000/.  damages, 
alleging  that  he  (defender)  had  stated  that  Mr.  Paterson 
had,  in  combination  with  the  committee,  made  or  passed  as 
correct  erroneous  entries  in  the  accounts.  After  evidence 
for  the  pursuer  had  been  given  a  settlement  was  agreed 
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upon,  the  defender  apologising  and  consenting  that  a 
verdict  in  favour  of  the  pursuer  should  be  returned,  with  the 
nominal  sura  of  twenty-five  guineas  as  expenses. 

Public  Notices. 

Creditors  of  Mr.  J.  K.  Chisholm,  aerated-water  manu- 
facturer, Stornoway,  are  requested  to  send  in  their  claims  at 
once  to  Mr.  W.  A.  Ross,  solicitor,  Stornoway. 

Claims  against  the  estate  of  the  late  Dr.  W.  J.  Haldane 
Camming,  Lochgelly,  should  be  forwarded  to  Mr.  A.  Malcolm, 
solicitor,  Dunfermline,  before  April  7. 

All  claims  against  the  late  Mr.  William  Burley,  chemist, 
35  George  Street,  Edinburgh,  or  against  his  firm  of  J. 
Robertson  &  Co.,  chemists,  Edinburgh,  must  be  lodged  by 
April  6  with  Mr.  R.  Steward,  S.S.C.,  11  Albyn  Place,  Edin- 
burgh. 

Yeast  in  Therapeutics. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Microscopical  Society  of  Glasgow 
last  week,  Professor  Swanson,  M.A.,  M.B.,  CM.,  of  St.  Mungo's 
College,  in  the  course  of  a  lecture  on  "  Yeast  and  its 
Value  as  a  Therapeutic  Agent,"  spoke  of  the  value  of  yeast 
as  a  remedy  for  such  diseases  as  carcinoma  and  sarcoma. 
From  his  own  experience  he  said  it  would  appear  that  cases 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  if  taken  in  time,  were  greatly 
benefited  by  injections  (subcutaneously  or  intramuscularly) 
of  pure  cultures  of  the  yeast-plant.  [This  subject  was  fully 
treated  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  June  4,  1898, 
page  910.] 


jfrcncb  INews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Cycle  v.  Motor-car.— M.  Daniel  Berthelot,  Professor  of 
Physics  at  the  Paris  Museum  of  Natural  History,  and  son  of 
the  eminent  chemist,  was  run  down  by  a  motor-car  last 
Sunday  afternoon  while  cycling  on  the  Versailles  Road  from 
Paris.  The  bicycle  was  badly  damaged,  but  M.  Berthelot 
escaped  without  injury. 

The  Paris  Exhibition  will  be  formally  inaugurated  on 
Saturday,  April  14,  by  the  President  of  the  French  Republic, 
with  due  ceremony.  A  Bill  is  before  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies  with  a  view  to  making  the  day  a  public  holiday  in 
France.  The  work  of  preparation  is  now  progressing  with 
feverish  activity. 

Saccharin  in  Drinks. — The  fact  that  there  is  a  Bill 
before  the  French  Parliament  for  limiting  the  sale  of 
saccharin  to  pharmacists,  with  a  view  to  protecting  the 
beetroot-sugar  industry,  lends  some  interest  to  a  case  that 
was  tried  last  week  in  Paris.  The  defendant  was  a  cider- 
merchant,  who  was  charged  with  adulterating  the  cider  by 
adding  saccharin.  He  was  acquitted,  on  the  grounds  that  he 
had  put  up  a  notice  stating  that  the  cider  was  a  fancy 
preparation,  and  also  that  scientific  authorities  are  now 
agreed  in  recognising  the  harmlessness  of  saccharin. 

An  Opium-den  in  Paris  — Last  Friday  night  (March  23) 
the  police  raided  an  opium-den  in  the  rue  de  l'Etoile,  near 
the  Arc  de  Triomphe,  Paris.  It  had  existed  about  two 
years,  under  the  proprietorship  of  a  Frenchwoman,  who  is 
widow  of  a  Chinaman  named  Seing-Leing.  Two  ladies  and 
four  men  were  found  smoking  opium  in  a  large  room 
decorated  in  Oriental  style.  They  were  arrested  by  the 
police  and  found  to  be  persons  of  some  social  position,  but 
were  subsequently  released,  there  being  no  law  in  France  to 
prohibit  opium-smoking.  The  proprietress  is  to  be  prose- 
cuted, and  it  is  also  said  that  the  pharmacists  who  have  sold 
her  opium  will  be  summoned  for  supplying  the  drug  without 
a  doctor's  prescription. 

The  Physician  and  the  Pharmacist. — A  Paris  doctor 
has  brought  an  action  for  damages  against  a  pharmacist,  and 
claims  5,000f.  (ZOO/.)  damages.  It  appears  that  the  doctor 
prescribed  for  a  lady-client  a  preparation  for  internal  use 
which  included  a  little  atropine.  The  pharmacist's  assistant 
dispensed  the  prescription,  giving  too  much  atropine,  so  that 
t  he  patient  felt  symptoms  of  poisoning,  but  vomited.     On  the 


doctor's  next  visit  he  inquired  how  the  remedy  had  acted.  "  It's 
simply  horrible,"  replied  the  lady ;  "  I  could  not  retain  it, 
and  I  have  not  the  courage  to  try  a  second  time."  The 
physician  said,  "  Come,  now,  it  is  not  as  bad  as  all  that. 
Let  me  show  you  how  to  take  it."  He  filled  a  small  glass, 
and  swallowed  the  contents.  He  did  not  vomit,  neither  did 
he  inspire  his  patient  with  courage,  for  shortly  afterwards 
he  experienced  the  usual  symptoms  of  atropine-poisoning. 
Now  he  claims  damages,  as  much  for  loss  of  professional 
prestige  as  for  his  personal  inconvenience.  The  pharmacist's 
defence  is  that  he  could  not  be  responsible  for  the  doctor 
taking  medicine,  even  if  badly  prepared,  which  was  not 
intended  for  him,  besides  which  his  client's  explanations 
ought  to  have  put  him  on  his  guard.  The  Magistrate  has 
taken  time  to  consider  his  decision  on  account  of  the 
doctor's  exceptional  position  through  having  tried  an  experi- 
ment on  himself. 

Shooting  at  a  Judge. — On  Wednesday  afternoon, 
March  21,  there  was  an  "  out- West "  appearance  for  a  few 
minutes  about  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  Court  of  Appeal, 
Paris.  Judgment  had  just  been  given  against  M.  Claude 
Bardin,  a  pharmacist  established  at  185  Avenue  Daumesnil, 
Paris,  in  a  case  of  very  ordinary  importance,  when,  in  a  sudden 
access  of  temper,  he  drew  a  revolver  and  fired  at  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Court,  M.  Berard  des  Glajeux.  The  bullet  just 
grazed  his  head.  The  pharmacist  was  immediately  di.-armed 
by  the  lawyers  present,  and  the  sitting  was  not  interrupted. 
M.  Bardin  is  a  man  of  45  years  of  age,  of  excellent  reputation, 
and  never  hitherto  had  done  harm  to  the  proverbial  fly.  In  the 
present  case  he  refused  to  recognise  a  right  of  way  over  some 
land  which  he  has  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  capital, 
and  this  had  long  been  a  bone  of  contention.  He  had 
fenced  and  barred,  and  finally  lost  an  action  brought  in  a 
lower  court  by  his  neighbours  for  recovery  of  the  rights  they 
claimed,  in  which  he  was  ordered  to  pay  them  3,000f. 
damages.  He  then  carried  the  case  to  the  Court  of  Appeal, 
with  the  present  result.  It  appears  that  M.  Bardin  had 
previously  taken  some  exceptional  steps  with  regard  to  his 
suit.  Having  learned  that  the  Appeal  Judges  generally 
confirmed  the  finding  of  the  lower  court,  he  wrote  to  them 
individually,  exhorting  them  to  examine  the  evidence  very 
minutely,  and  not  to  allow  themselves  to  be  influenced  by 
the  previous  judgment.  "  My  case  cannot  go  against  me,"  he 
said,  '•  or  there  is  no  more  justice  in  France."  The  President 
of  the  Court  appreciated  that  there  was  something  in  the 
wind — perhaps  a  hint  had  been  dropped  by  the  pharmacist 
in  the  letters — for  particular  care  was  taken  to  deliver  a  full 
and  carefully-drawn -up  finding.  M.  Pardin  was  in  the 
body  of  the  court,  and  when  the  judgment  had  been  read 
he  fired  three  shots,  shouting,  "  The  law,  the  law,  there  is 
something  for  the  law!"  The  shots  struck  the  wall,  one 
hitting  the  lower  part  of  the  figure  of  Christ  on  the  Cross 
which  is  placed  in  all  courts  of  justice  in  France.  M.  Bardin 
was  taken  in  charge  by  the  police,  and  he  is  now  at  the 
Sante  Piison,  where  his  two  sons  have  visited  him.  He  is  to- 
be  examined  with  regard  to  his  mental  condition. 


Colonial  ano  jforeion  IWewa. 


Turkish  Import-dues. — The  Ottoman  Government  has 
notified  its  decision  to  collect  an  additional  3  per  cent,  upon 
the  present  import-dues  from  May  14  next.  It  justifies  this 
decision  on  the  ground  of  the  abstnee  of  any  treaties  with 
foreign  countries  at  the  present  time. 

Bahama  Sponges. — The  sale  of  sponges  at  the  Nassau. 
Exchange,  Bahamas,  from  December  22  to  30  amounted  to 
#31,579,  prices  ruling  very  high.  The  total  amount  sold  at 
the  Exchange  during'  1899  was  #391,180,  which  was  less  than 
formerly,  owing  to  "the  industry  being  severely  crippled  by 
the  August  hurricane. 

Adulteration  of  Foods  in  Germany.— The  Deutichr 
Zudtefindiixtrie,  a  journal  devoted  to  the  sugar-industry, 
reports  that  a  German  manufacturer  of  fruit-syrups  was 
recently  fined  30m.  for  adding  glucose  to  fruit-syrups.  The 
Court  held  that  the  public,"  in  buying  fruit-syrups,  had  a. 
right  to  expect  perfectly  pure  fruit-juice  and  refined  sugar. 
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Mar  motes. 


Transvaal  and  O.F.S.  Subscribers. — Any  subscribers 
of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  whose  places  of  business 
were  in  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  Free  State,  and  who  have 
not  received  their  copies  since  the  war  broke  out,  are 
requested  to  send  their  names  and  addresses  to  the  Publisher, 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.  We  have  reserved  their 
copies  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  and  copies  of  the 
Diary,  and  these  we  shall  send  to  them  as  soon  as  they 
inform  us  of  their  addresses.  This  note  also  applies  to 
subscribers  in  beleaguered  towns  in  other  parts  of  South 
Africa  whose  supply  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  has 
been  stopped  by  the  Post  Office  owing  to  the  war. 

Hospital-ships  have  been  doing  splendid  service  in 
South  Africa,  the  American  hospital-ship  Maine  amongst 
<  hem.  She  is  now  on  her  way  home.  We  printed  a  portrait  { 
of  the  chief  dispenser  of  the  ship  (Mr.  Albert  Spotts,  Ph.G.) 
t  wo  months  ago,  on  the  occasion  of  the  presentation  of  the 
Queen's  colours  to  the  ship.  It  was  then  impossible  to  give 
a  picture  of  the  dispensary  of  which  Mr.  Spotts  has  charge, 
but  we  are  now  able  to  do  so,  Mr.  Spotts  having  had  a  photo- 
graph taken  at  Durban.  In  sending  it  he  remarks  that  the 
dispensary  looks  inviting  with  its  mahogany  fixtures  and 


The  Dispenser  and  Dispensary  oi  the  "Maine." 

fresh  coat  of  white  paint.  It  differs  from  most  dispensaries 
in  being  carpeted  with  the  best  Brussels,  and  this  makes  it 
a  very  comfortable  room  to  work  in.  The  "  Stars  and 
Stripes "  give  the  needed  touch  of  colour,  and  when  Mr. 
Spotts  was  writing  to  us  the  flags  were  being  gently  wafted 
in  the  cool  breezes  from  the  electric  fan,  which  is  the  little 
wheel  that  was  standing  at  rest  beneath  the  flags  when 
the  photograph  was  taken.  Mr.  Spotts  and  his  assistant 
(Mr.  Haigh)  had  plenty  to  do  during  their  sojourn  in  South 
Africa,  and  the  ship  itself  does  excellent  service  to  our  sick 
and  wounded.  Sir  Wm.  MacCormac  has  said  so,  and  has 
specially  praised  Lady  Randolph  Churchill's  energetic  work 

X-ray  Sets— Messrs.  H.  W.  Cox  (Limited),  Cursitor 
Street,  Chancery  Lane,  W.C.,  supplied  x-r&y  installations  to 
the  Princess  of  Wales  hospital-ship.  The  sets  were  in 
compact  cabinet  form,  and  easily  moved  about  on  account 
of  wheels  on  the  bottom.  Recently,  when  the  hospital-ship 
arrived  in  England  on  her  first  journey  from  South  Africa, 
the  firm  were  informed  by  the  medical  officer  in  charge  that 
the  apparatus  had  been  used  on  many  occasions,  and  found 
to  be  of  great  assistance  in  locating  foreign  matters  in  the 
bodies  of  the  wounded  soldiers. 

Gifts  and  "Wants"  for  the  Hospitals. — The  com- 
mittee who  are  fitting-out  the  Scottish  Red  Cross  Hospital 
for  South  Africa  have  received  the  following  gifts  : — Complete 


set  of  a:-ray  apparatus  from  Sir  T.  J.  Lipton ;  chloroform 
from  J.  F.  Macfarlan  &,  Co.,  Edinburgh  ;  drugs,  surgical 
dressings,  &c,  from  the  following  firms — viz.,  the  Glasgow 
Apothecaries'  Company ;  the  New  Glasgow  Apothecaries' 
Company ;  James  Taylor,  Trongate,  Glasgow ;  W.  &  R. 
Hatrick  &  Co.,  Glasgow;  Gardner  &;  Son,  surgical-instrument 
makers,  Glasgow  ;  Robinson  &  Sons  (Limited),  Chesterfield  ; 
and  the  Sanitary  Wood-wool  Company,  London.  The  com- 
mittee will  be  grateful  to  firms  or  individuals  who  will  assist 
by  giving  any  of  the  following  articles,  a  few  of  each  being 
necessary  for  full  equipment  of  the  hospital — i.e.,  water- 
beds,  half -water  beds,  circular  water-cushions,  square  water- 
cushions,  air-pillows,  ice-bags,  camp-stools,  easy-chairs, 
and  camp-chairs.    All  such  articles  must  be  new. 

The  Edinburgh  and  East  Scotland  Hospital,  for 
service  in  South  Africa,  which  has  been  organised  by  the 
Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh,  left  that  city  en  route  for  "  the 
front "  on  March  23.  The  staff  consists  of  six  surgeons, 
under  the  direction  of  Professor  Chiene.  The  two  dis- 
pensers are  Mr.  A.  Nicholson,  of  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  E.  J. 
15rown,  of  Portobello.  The  former  passed  the  Minor  exami- 
nation in  1899,  and  the  latter  in  1898.  Mr.  Brown  has  for 
the  past  five  years  been  engaged  as  assistant  dispenser  at 
the  Edinburgh  Royal  Infirmary,  and  before  leaving  was 
entertained  by  his  friends  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  and  pre- 
sented with  a  silver  cigarette  and  match  box.  The  dis- 
pensers' engagement  is  for  a  year,  at  5s.  a  day  and  all 
found.  Mr.  Nicholson  is  the  sixth  past-student  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Central  School  of  Pharmacy  to  go  out  as  a  Volunteer 
compounder. 

An  Order  from  Ladysmith,  dated  February  22,  was 
received  by  Messrs.  F.  Schutze  &  Co.,  of  Southwark  Street, 
S.E.,  on  Monday  of  this  week.  The  order  appears  to  have 
been  written  in  anticipation  of  the  early  relief  of  the  town, 
and  reached  Cape  Town  in  time  to  catch  the  mail  by  s.s. 
Scot  on  March  6.  The  interest  of  it  to  us  is  that  the  writer 
of  the  order  is  a  subscriber  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
and  in  replenishing  his  stock  he  had  the  assistance  of 
the  advertisements  of  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary,  1899.  Since  then  the  1900  Diary  has  been  supplied 
to  all  our  subscribers  in  Kimberley  and  Ladysmith. 

A  War-fund  Dance.— Some  of  the  ladies  in  the  adver- 
tisement department  of  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  k,  Co.'s 
City  office  recently  formed  a  committee  to  organise  a 
Cinderella  in  aid  of  the  War  Widows'  Fund.  The  Throne- 
room  of  the  Holborn  Restaurant  was  engaged,  and  about 
200  subscribers,  a  number  of  them  from  the  firm's  works  at 
Dartford,  assembled  on  March  24.  As  a  result  of  the  gather- 
ing about  20/.  will  go  to  the  Daily  Telegraph  Fund. 

Compounders  in  the  Wake  of  General  French. 

We  have  received  the  following  letter  from  a  civil  com- 
pounder with  one  of  the  field  hospitals  witli  the  force  that 
ultimately  captured  General  Cronje  and  his  army : — 

On  arrival  at  the  Cape  we  entrained  at  once,  and,  after  a  forty- 
hours'  journey,  arrived  at  De  Aar  Junction.  On  the  platform  we 
saw  General  French  entraining  for  Cape  Town.  Our  hospital 
is  made  up  of  forty  circular  tents  and  one  large  operating-tent 
witli  a  medical  equipment  of  four  panniers  in  two  sets,  so  that  in 
the  case  of  the  hospital  being  split  up  on  the  field  there  are  two 
complete  sets  of  drugs.  There  are  also  two  reserve  medical 
panniers  and  two  surgical  haversacks.  A  noticeable  feature  in 
the  surgical  equipment  of  this  hospital  is  the  absence  of  plain 
lint  and  cotton-wool,  boric  and  corrosive  wool  being  used  in  all 
cases.  On  the  morning  of  February  1  we  rose  at  4  a.m.,  struck 
our  camp,  but  did  not  entrain  till  9  p.m.  We  travelled  in  unswept 
coal-trucks.  The  following  morning  we  readied  Orange  River. 
Five  of  us,  including  three  compounders,  walked  along  to  the  post- 
office,  and  on  our  return  we  found  our  train  had  steamed  oft. 
We  followed  them  two  and  a  half  hours  afterwards  in  the  shade 
of  a  guard's  van  of  a  rations-train,  whilst  the  other  fellows  were 
being  baked  in  the  trucks.  We  arrived  at  Modder  River  about 
4  p.m.,  and,  after  collecting  our  baggage,  we  encamped  about  a 
mile  from  the  river.  At  the  river  a  busy  sight  met  our  gaze — the 
Royal  Engineers  were  busy  repairing  the  magnificent  girder-bridge 
which  spans  the  river ;  a  little  further  down  there  was  a  continual 
stream  of  waggons  fording  the  river,  and  the  yells  of  the  Kaffir 
drivers  made  a  continual  din.  After  pitching  camp  a  batch  of 
sick  was  brought  in.  My  fellow-compounders  and  I  then  got 
our  surgery-tent  into  working  order.  During  our  stay  here  a 
snake  about  4  feet  long  was  killed  in  the  camp.  On  Tuesday, 
February  6,  we  struck  our  camp,  and  entrained  for  Enslin,  where 
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we  stayed  four  days.    The  water-supply  was  good,  and  at  the  can- 
teen any  little  luxury  could  be  bought.    On  Saturday,  February  10, 
we  received  orders  to  be  on  the  move  the  following  morning  at 
2  a. jr. ;  at  the  same  time  we  handed  in  our  side-arms.    After  a 
couple  of  hours'  rest,  we  packed  up  and  were  soon  on  the 
move;  at   sunrise  we  had  covered  a  few  miles  over  rough, 
scrubby  ground.     In  front  were   the  infantry  battalions,  and 
following  up  behind  were  long  trains  of   waggons  drawn  by 
mules  with  provisions,  &c.     About  10  a.m.  we  encamped  by 
a  pond,  where  there  was  a  good  water-supply.     At  night  we 
received  one  blanket  each,  and  slept  out  on  the  veldt,  and  the 
following  morning  we  were  on   the    move  at  8.30.  Marching 
all  forenoon  in  the  heat  of  the  sun  over  rough  ground  soon 
began  to  tell  on  the  troops,  and  a  large  number  fell  out.  At 
6  p.m.  we  reached  Kiel  Drift,  on  the  Riet  River.    Before  our  arrival 
a  sharp  fight  had  been  fought,  bringing  our  artillery  into  play. 
The  fording  of  the  river  lasted  the  night  and  the  whole  of  the 
following  day.    A  large  number  of  sick  came  to  the  hospital  at 
1  his  place,  but  were  afterwards  transferred  to  a  farmhouse  which 
was  at  hand.    The  following  morning  (February  14)  we  crossed 
the  river  and  camped  on  the  other  side.    At  6  P.M.  we  were  again 
•on  the  march,  amidst  a  terrific  thunderstorm  and  a  heavy  rainfall 
at  intervals.    There  was  continual  fighting  in  the  neighbourhood 
all  day,  a  convoy  with  our  provisions  which  had  been  follow  ing  us 
up  being  taken  by  the  Boers.    In  the  evening  our  camp  was 
shifted  to  a  more  suitable  spot  about  half  a  mile  away.  The 
following  morning  a  batch  of  wounded  was  brought  in,  including 
several  of  the  Gordon  Highlanders.    The  operating-tent,  which  is 
about  18  feet  by  14  feet,  acted  also  as  surgery ;  the  panniers  were 
lined  round  the  tent,  and  a  table  was  placed  on  the  one  side  with 
everything  necessary  at  hand  on  a  couple  of  panniers — this  acted 
as  operating- table.    Most  of  the  wounds  were  in  the  feet  and  legs  I 
or  the  shoulders.    The  wound  was  at  once  antiseptically  treated  ; 
with  carbolic  (1  in  40)  or  hydrarg.  perchlor.  (1  in  4,000).  Our 
•duties  were  to  assist  the  medical  men  in  every  way  we  could, 
getting  lotions,  bandages,  instruments,  &c,  ready  for  operations. 
The  dispensing  is  of  a  very  simple  nature,  the  drugs  being  chiefly 
got  up  in  the  form  of  "  tabloids."    At  night  there  were  a  couple 
•of  wounded  Boers  brought  in  on  one  of  their  own  ambulance- 
waggons  ;  one  fellow  was  shot  clean  through  the  head,  but  was 
<juite  conscious.    The  following  morning  we  were  on  the  move  at  I 
3  A.M.    The  sick  and  wounded  were  transferred  to  the  ambulance- 
waggons  and  some  of  the  Royal  Engineers'  pontoons,  which  were 
drawn  on  bullock-waggons.    After  tramping  a  few  miles  through 
sand  we  reached  Jaeobsdal,  a  pretty  little  village.    The  church  in 
the  centre  was  being  used  as  a  hospital,  and  here  our  wounded 
were  deft.    The  following  night  (Sunday)  we  were  again  on  the 
move,  marching  all  night  amidst  sandstorms  and  across  very 
rough  ground.    At  8  a.m.  the  following  morning  we  halted  for 
breakfast,  which  consisted  of  one  biscuit  and  A  pint  of  coffee. 
After  a  short  rest  we  were  again  tramping  on,  the  infantry  being 
drawn  up  in  fighting-line  in  front.    Marching  all  day  under  a 
burning  sun  soon  told  on  the  men,  and  a  large  number  fell  out. 
At  6  p.m.  we  encamped  on  a  high  piece  of  ground  overlooking  the 
Boer  positioii,  which  lay  down  by  the  river-bed.    After  watching 
the  shells  from  our  guns  bursting  about  the  enemy's  laager,  we 
rolled  ourselves  in  our  blankets  and  lay  down  to  sleep.  The 
following  morning  a  batch  of  wounded  were  brought  in,  and 
shortly  afterwards  transferred  to  another  hospital.    At  night  we 
were  again  on  the  move,  inarching  along  till  midnight.    After  a 
few  hours'  rest,  we  moved  on  again  at  5.30  a.m.,  covering  about 
four  miles.    We  encamped  beside  the  Modder  amidst  a  clump  of 
trees.    A  couple  of  shells  whistled  over  our  heads  and  burst  a 
short  distance  behind  one  of  the  ambulance-waggons.    This  made 
us  shift  a  mile  further  up  the  river.    The  wounded  began  to  pour 
in,  many  of  them  having  been  sniped  at  the  very  spot  we  had 
•encamped  the  previous  day.    For  a  few  days  we  had  rather  a  busy 
time  of  it.    There  were  a  number  of  deaths  in  hospital,  and  all 
were  buried  beside   one  another  under  the  shade  of  a  tree,  j 
Letters  and  parcels  have  not  been  received  since  we  arrived  at 
Cape  Town  ;we  will  probably  receive  them  all  in  a  lump.  To-day 
(Tuesday,  February  27)  we  are  on  three-quarter  rations — four  and  [ 
a  half  biscuits  a  day  with  fresh  meat. 


Use  Recettb  Cklebbe. — Un  confrere  medical  a  public' 
recemmcnt  la  formule  d'un  elixir  fulminant,  depuratif,  tonique  et 
reconstituant  qui  cut  grand  succes  vers  1865  parmi  les  dames  de 
la  cour  de  Napoleon  III.  Cost  nr.  des  grands  medecins  du  second 
•empire  qui  avait  compose  cette  recette.  Nous  la  transcrivons  ici, 
textuellement : — 

Aqua  fontis   ...    100  gr. 

Ilia  repetita   40  gr. 

Eadem  stillata        ...       ...       ...      12  gr. 

Hydrogeni  protoxyd,  ...       ...       0  gr.  30. 

Nilaliud       ...    1  gr.  25. 

Une  goutte  3  fois  par  join-. 

La  duchesse  de  M         qui  se  fit  traduire  un  jour  le  grimoire  se 

facha  tout  rouge  en  apprenant  que  tout  ce  latin  designait  bonne- 
ment,  simplement  de  l'eau  pure. — Le  Mddecin. 


A  Nbw  Dispensary.— Mr.  Dunn,  the  proprietor  of  the 
Bangalore  United  Service  Store,  has  opened  a  well-stocked 
dispensary  in  Steven's  Camp,  on  the  Kolar  Goldfields.  It 
is  under  the  personal  supervision  of  Assistant-Surgeon  F. 
Blake,  late  I.M.S. 

Coming  Home. — It  is  stated  that  Mr.  Davis,  Indian  repre- 
sentative for  Messrs.  Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb,  has  been 
I  ordered  home  from  Madras  under  medical  certificate. — Mr. 
j  Walter  Smith,  of  Messrs.  W.  E.  Smith  &  Co.,  Madfas,  sails 
I  from  Bombay  on  May  5. 

Epidemics  and  Trade. — The  mortality  caused  by  the 
epidemics  in  Bombay  is  so  largely  confined  to  the  very  poor 
that  the  sale  of  drugs  is  not  so  greatly  affected.  Disin- 
fectants, such  as  perchloride  of  mercury,  carbolic  acid, 
permanganate  of  potash,  and  "  camphor-tar,"  are  in  large 
demand.  "  Tabloid "  quinine  and  Cowan's  vaccination- 
shields  have  also  a  considerable  sale. 

An  Explosion.  —  While  Siva  Lall,  a  compounder  at 
Messrs.  Duff  &  Co.'s,  chemists,  Mount  Road,  Madras,  was 
transferring  some  spirit  of  wine  from  a  drum  to  glass  jars 
he  made  a  fresh  hole  in  the  drum  to  insert  the  syphon  lower 
down.  This  hole  being  too  wide  for  the  syphon,  he  was 
trying  to  stop  the  gap  with  sealing-wax  ;  and,  in  doing  so, 
brought  the  light  too  close  to  the  drum.  An  explosion 
occurred  and  the  man  was  severely  burnt.  He  was  at  once 
taken  to  the  General  Hospital,  where  he  lies  in  a  precarious 
state. 

Personal. — Mr.  T.  Blcy,  a  large  cinchona,  pepper,  tea. 
and  coffee  planter  from  Java,  is  at  present  on  a  visit  to 
Ceylon.  He  has  come  to  study  the  country  and  the  various 
methods  adopted  in  the  plantations.  From  Ceylon  he 
intends  proceeding  to  Naples,  and,  after  visiting  Germany, 
will  look  in  at  the  Paris  Exhibition,  and  thence  will  proceed 
to  England.  Other  visitors  are  Dr.  Lecazo  and  MM.  Guyon 
and  Prudhomme,  who  have  come  from  Madagascar  to  collect 
information  in  Ceylon,  the  Straits  Settlements,  and  Java  in 
regard  to  the  different  staple  products. 

Yolkart  Brothers  v.  Collector  of  Customs. — Judg- 
ment was  delivered  on  February  21  by  Mr.  Justice  Browne  in 
the  case  in  which  Yolkart  Brothers  sued  the  principal  col- 
lector of  customs  for  the  recovery  of  159r.,  and  damages  for 
confiscating  some  cases  of  methylated  spirits  and  glasses. 
The  defence  was  that  they  were  confiscated  as  they  were 
misdescribed  in  the  entry.  The  Commissioner  after  trial 
dismissed  the  action  of  the  plaintiffs  with  costs,  and  Mr. 
Justice  Browne  has  now  affirmed  the  dismissal.  The  case 
was  reported  in  our  issue  of  November  4,  1899. 

Till':  Native  Lady-doctor. — A  case  is  being  investigated 
at  Calcutta,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  a  native  woman,  who 
styled  herself  "  midwife  and  doctress,"  is  charged  with 
administering  opium  to  a  little  girl,  1^  year  old.  The 
child  was  suffering  from  dysentery,  and  (for  a  fee  of 
2a.)  the  doctoress  first  prescribed  a  dose  of  castor  oil 
diluted  with  honey.  This  proving  ineffective,  and  a  second 
fee  of  2a.  being  forthcoming,  the  woman  gave  the  mother 
of  the  child  three  pills,  one  to  be  administered  every 
four  hours.  An  hour  after  the  first  dose  the  child  became 
unconscious,  and  was  removed  to  the  hospital,  where  she 
ultimately  recovered.  The  remaining  pills,  on  being  examined, 
were  found  to  be  pure  opium. 

Business-changes. — Messrs.  Phillips  &  Co.  (Limited), 
Bombay,  arc  presently  to  lose  their  Cumballa  Hill  branch 
premises,  the  Bombay  municipality  having  decided  to  con- 
struct a  road  going  over  the  site  of  the  firm's  branch. — Messrs. 
Kemp  &  Co.  (Limited),  Bombay,  will  shortly  open  a  branch 
pharmacy  in  Hornby  Road,  on  up-to-date  English  lines. 
The  branch  is  to  be  instituted  mainly  with  a  view  to 
relieve  the  pressure  of  dispensing-work  at  the  main  establish- 
ment in  Elphinstone  iCircle.— Mr.  A.  H.  Symington  and  Dr. 
F.  K.  Butt  have  retired  from  the  old-established  business  of 
Smith.  Stanistreet  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  Calcutta,  and 
have  left  by  s.s.  Bonn;),  which  sailed  from  Calcutta  on 
March  4.  Mr.  C.  F.  Baker  and  Mr.  W.  T.  Grice  take  over 
the  business  as  from  March  1,  1900. 
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pharmaceutical  ^festivities. 


Mi:.  Anthony  S.  Buck, 


Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

I7ULLY  a  hundred  of  the  chemists  of  Liverpool  and  their 
friends  dined  together  at  the  Exchange  Station  Hotel 
on  the  evening  of  Thursday,  March  22  under  the  presidency 

of  Mr.  Anthony 
S.  Buck,  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Asso- 
ciation, who  was 
supported  on  the 
right  by  Mr.  Win. 
Martindale  (Pre- 
sident of  the 
Pharmaceutical 
Society),  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Evans,  jun., 
Dr.  B.  H.  Paul, 
Mr.  Prosper  H. 
Marsden,  and  Mr. 
Theo.  H.  Wardle- 
worth.  On  the 
left  were  Profes- 
sor Wm.  Carter, 
Professor  Harvey 
Gibson,  Dr.  C. 
Symes,  Dr.  Gem- 
mell,  Mr.  Peter 
MacEwan,  Mr.  T. 

F.  Abraham,  and  Mr.  Harry  Kemp.  Amongst  others  present 
were  Mr.  Lord  Gifford,  Dr.  Brannigan,  Dr.  Davey,  Dr. 
Barnes,  Mr.  W.  P.Evans.  Mr.  Edward  Davies,  Mr.  J.  H.  Evans, 
Mr.  E.  N.  Evans,  Mr.  H.  O.  Dutton,  Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley,  Mr. 
John  Smith,  and  Mr.  W.  Park. 

The  usual  loyal  toasts  were  honoured  with  more  than 
usual  spirit,  the  Chairman's  reference  to  the  coming  visit  of 
the  Queen  to  Ireland  being  received  with  hearty  applause. 

Mr.  MacEwan,  in  proposing  "  Prosperity  to  the  Liverpool 
Chemists'  Association  and  the  Health  of  the  President," 
said  the  Association  held  the  fpremier  position  amongst 
provincial  associations  in  England.  It  had  been  founded  in 
1849  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Jacob  Bell's  visit,  and,  unlike 
other  centres  which  Mr.  Bell  had  visited  and  which  started 
branches  of  the  Society,  Liverpool,  while  being  loyal  to  Mr. 
Bell,  preferred  to  stand  by  itself  as  an  Association.  He 
recalled  the  fact  that  it  was  during  Mr.  Bell's  visit  that  the 
tirst  declaration  in  regard  to  company-pharmacy  was  made, 
Mr.  Bell  then  remarking  («  projxis  of  the  Liverpool  Apothe- 
caries' Hall's  application  for  a  charter)  :  "  Was  it  likely  that 
the  Board  of  Trade  would  have  sanctioned  a  joint-stock 
company  for  dispensing  medicines  ?  The  legitimate  object 
of  such  companies  was  to  carry  out  great  undertakings 
beneficial  to  the  public,  and  requiring  much  capital  and 
combined  influence.  But  the  business  of  a  chemist  required 
a  very  small  capital,  and  could  be  much  better  done  by 
individuals  on  their  own  account  than  by  a  number  of 
assistants  under  a  board  of  directors."  This  was  said  on 
June  4,  1849.  It  was  curious  how  successful  the  Liverpool 
Association  had  been  in  one  of  several  matters  which  Mr. 
Bell  advised  them  to  avoid — viz.,  the  regulation  of  prices — 
seeing  that  the  Liverpool  price-list  was  now  practically  the 
guide  to  the  country. 

The  Chairman,  in  responding  to  the  toast,  said  that  it  was 
exceedingly  gratifying  to  the  Association  to  know  that 
during  the  years  it  had  been  in  existence  it  had  had 
a  great  many  of  the  faculty  of  medicine  either  as  ordinary 
or  honorary  members.  It  was  interesting  to  note  that  their 
esteemed  friend  and  fellow-member,  Dr.  Nevins,  was  present 
at  the  inaugural  meeting  in  1849  to  which  Mr.  MacEwan 
had  referred,  and  he  had  been  present  at  an  ordinary 
meeting  no  later  than  the  week  before.  Professor  Wm. 
Carter  had  also  been  a  valued  member  for  many  years.  Mr. 
Buck  also  referred  to  the  work  done  by  the  Association  as 
a  teaching-body  in  its  early  years,  and  which  it  is  still 
following,  with  manifest  advantage  to  pharmacy.  He  also 
gave  an  outline  of  the  legislative  work  promoted  by  the 
Association,  and  concluded  by  urging  all  chemists  of  the 
district  to  co-operate  together  in  order  that  they  might 


protect  their  joint  interests  and  resist  any  attempts  which 
might  be  made  to  curtail  their  privileges. 

Professor  J.  Harvey  Gibson,  in  a  humorous  speech,  sub- 
mitted the  toast  of 

"  THE  PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY," 

and  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  contended  that  it  was  high 
time  that  chemists  recognised  that  they  were  members  of  a 
profession,  and  were  not  merely  traders.  He  was  strongly 
of  opinion  that  pharmacy  was  a  profession,  and  those  who 
took  up  its  practice  should  be  trained  professionally,  and 
their  education  should  be  based  upon  lines  similar  to  those 
which  were  necessary  for  entrance  into  the  profession  of 
medicine. 

Mr.  W.  Martindale,  who  responded  to  the  toast,  said:  I 
have  pleasant  recollections  of  Liverpool.  My  first  visit  was 
forty-five  years  ago,  when  I  stayed  with  a  relative,  a  ship- 
broker.  I,  therefore,  then  knew  this  immediate  district 
well ;  the  Customs-house,  the  Exchange,  and  the  Sailors" 
Home  are  still  familiar  to  me.  Thirty  years  ago  I  attended 
the  first  meeting  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference  held  here, 
and  four  years  ago  it  paid  its  second  visit,  when,  as  its 
President,  I  remember  meeting  most  of  you.  My  study  and 
the  hobby  of  my  life  has  been  pharmacy,  rather  than  phar- 
maceutical politics,  in  which  I  have  lately  had  to  take  an 
active  part  as  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society,  and  now  its  President.  The  Council  is  now  a 
more  representative  body  than  formerly,  as  all  of  you  may 
become  full-fledged  members  of  the  Society,  with  an  equal 
voice  in  the  election  of  its  Council,  and  a  seat  thereon.  The 
difficult  problem  most  exercising  the  minds  of  the  Council 
and  of  our  calling  at  present  is  what  is  spoken  of  as 

COMPANY-PHARMACY 

and  Clause  2  of  the  Companies  Bill  now  under  consideration 
by  Parliament.  Of  course,  divergent  views  are  held  by  our 
supporters,  according  to  the  kind  of  business  or  profession 
they  are  carrying  on.  During  the  past  six  months  the 
Council  and  its  Law  and  Parliamentary  Committee  have 
had  under  consideration  the  serious  question,  "  Can  we  be 
parties  to  the  parliamentary  or  legal  regulation  of,  or 
restriction  on,  companies  engaged  in  the  retailing  and 
dispensing  of  medicines  ?  "  Part  of  retail  pharmacy  has 
been  declared  to  be  outside  our  1868  Act;  consequently 
there  is  a  void,  which  the  law-lords  wish  to  till  by  bringing 
limited  companies,  which  were  not  contemplated  by  this 
Act,  within  its  purview.  The  subject  is  distasteful  to  us, 
and  the  majority  of  our  members  are  opposed  to  such 
recognition  of  companies  as  equivalent  to  making  a  rope  to 
hang  ourselves  with.  They  therefore  decline  the  task. 
Still,  the  clause  is  for  the  regulation  of  company-pharmacies 
in  a  Companies  Bill,  and  it  will  have  to  be  faced.  But  to 
stop  this  company-trading  in  drugs,  I  hold,  is  impossible. 
As  twenty  years  and  more  of  vested  rights  have  accumulated 
it  is  unattainable.  We  may  consistently  oppose  the  present 
parliamentary  action,  and,  if  part  of  the  practice  of  phar- 
macy is  lost  to  us,  we  certainly  have  the  statutory  right  to 
our  personal  titles.  All  would  claim  for  individuals  that 
which  can  only  be  obtained  by  personal  qualification, 
examination,  and  registration,  except  a  few  of  our  men  who 
have  themselves  embraced  the  impersonal  advantages  of 
limited-liability  trading. 

THE  PROTECTION  OF  THE  BUSINESS, 

if  actually  conducted  by  a  personally  qualified  manager,  I 
fear  is  gone  beyond  recall.  So  divergent  are  trade  and  pro- 
fession in  our  calling  that  the  Law  and  Parliamentary 
Committee  of  the  Council,  which  consists  of  nineteen  out  of 
twenty-one  members  of  the  Council,  failed  to  agree  in  draft- 
ing a  clause  or  the  substance  of  any  amendment  for  one. 
When  you  come  to  think  of  it,  this  is  not  a  thing  to  be 
surprised  at — even  your  Federation  Association  could  not  do 
so,  but  recommend  two  courses ;  therefore  how  could 
unanimous  action  on  the  part  of  the  Council  be  possible  ? 
The  Law  and  Parliamentary  Committee  approached  the 
Government  directly  and  indirectly  to  get  at  their  views  ;  as 
you  know.  I  went  to  the  Privy  Council  and  tried  to  get  at 
Mr.  Ritchie.  At  last  Mr.  Carteighe  and  I  saw  Mr.  Ritchie, 
who  gave  us  a  direct  negative  to  three  issues  which  we  put 
before  him.    We  would  all  have  liked  to  restore  the  personal 
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qualification  of  the  keeper  of  open  shop  ;  we  therefore 
put  these  points  to  him  : — 

(1)  Claim  of  our  position  before  the  Selbome  judgment — i.e., 
stopping  companies  of  unqualified  persons  practising  pharmacy 
or  its  equivalent. 

(2)  Pharmacists  to  be  in  the  same  position  as  other  professions 
in  Clause  3  of  the  Companies  Bill.  The  accidental  omission  in 
our  Act  of  any  reference  to  corporate  bodies  placed  all  these  pro- 
fessions in  the  same  position.  "  Absolutely  impossible,"  was  Mr. 
Ritchie's  reply.  The  Government  were  merely  regulating  the 
condition  of  things  existing  at  the  present  time.  "  There  are  plenty 
of  your  men,"  he  said,  "  carrying  on  a  dozen  or  more  shops,  and 
having  their  names  exhibited  over  each.  Is  the  public  any  better 
served  or  protected  by  that  condition  of  things  than  by  limited  com- 
panies' shops  when  it  is  not  necessary  at  present  to  have  the  name 
of  the  manager  posted  up,  which  the  Government  propose  to  make 
compulsory  in  the  case  of  a  company  '?  " 

(3)  The  third  claim  was  the  protection  of  our  titles,  which  are 
purely  personal,  and  can  only  be  obtained  by  qualification  and 
examination.  If  titles  were  given  to  companies  they  would 
eventually  have  to  be  given  to  individuals— that  is  to  say,  to  any 
capitalist  who  could  engage  a  qualified  man,  the  qualified  servant 
"  covering  "  the  unqualified  master. 

MR.  RITCHIE  WAS  STILL  OBDURATE. 

Hence  there  is  no  help  from  Government.  The  clause 
being  the  Lord  Chancellor's,  Mr.  Kitchie  said  that  he  him- 
self could  not  alter  it.  The  Law  and  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee and  the  Council  considered  therefore  that  it  would 
be  best  to  oppose  Clause  2  in  the  committee-stage  of  the 
Bill.  Our  present  position  is  considered  better  than  with 
this  clause  ;  the  Council  thinks  it  would  be  better  to  amend 
the  Pharmacy  Act  by  special  legislation  hereafter  if  po'sible. 
I  say  "  if  possible  "  because  we  must  first  agree  among  our- 
selves, and  then  convince  Parliament  that  it  is  for  the  public 
good  and  not  alone  for  our  self-interest. 

There  are,  of  course,  great  difficulties  in  the  way.  We  have 
the  "  Widows'  Clause,"  kc. ;  it  has  been  found  impossible  for 
years  to  pass  medical  Acts  for  the  benefit  of  the  medical 
profession,  and  we  have  failed  to  get  on  to  the  floor  of  the 
House  of  Commons  before  with  amended  Pharmacy  Bills. 
AVe  must  be  reasonable  and  logical.  May  I  shortly  quote 
what  Mr.  Carteighe  said  in  1891  at  a  Council-meeting,  and  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  ? 

"  In  1883  a  Bill  was  submitted,  and  the  then  President  had 
interviews  with  various  members  of  the  Government  depart- 
ment with  regard  to  it,  and  the  result  was  not  only  that 
they  would  not  listen  to  the  proposal  of  touching  company- 
trading,  but  that  their  idea  was  to  regulate  it  and  let  one  indi- 
vidual be  considered  the  manager  of  the  business  of  the  poison- 
department,  leaving  everything  else  just  where  it  was.  In  going 
to  Parliament  the  Council  had  to  be  guided  very  largely  by  the 
opinion  of  the  Government  department,  and  the  first  practical 
question  put  to  anyone  who  went  and  asked  members  to  support  a 
Bill,  or  to  further  it,  was  '  Does  the  Government  approve  of 
it  ?  ' — Pharmaceutical  Council  meeting,  February  4,  1891. 

"  One  thing  has  gratified  me  more  than  all  things,  and  that  is 
that  the  strong  feeling  which  existed  amongst  our  brethren  with 
regard  to  going  to  Parliament  to  stop  the  formation  of  limited 
companies  trading  as  chemists  and  druggists  is  very  much 
moderated,  if  it  has  not  died  out  altogether.  I  think  I  have  been 
able  to  show  that  there  are  certain  courses  open  to  us  which  are 
beneficial,  and  I  was  also  able  to  show  [that  whatever  opposition 
we  might  meet  with  by  ordinary  modes  -  and  that  is  strong  enough, 
heaven  knows— anything  that  interferes  with  freedom  of  trade  is 
a  difficult  thing  to  have  to  fight  in  the  House  of  Commons.  It  is 
a  principle  which  has  become  part  of  the  daily  life  of  everyone  in 
this  country,  that  of  the  associating  together  for  the  carrying  on 
of  business.  Why,  limited-liability  companies  are  so  numerous,  I 
was  going  to  say,  that  almost  everyone  in  the  country  is  inter- 
ested in  some  way  or  another,  and  if  you  talk  about  interfering 
with  them  in  any  way  you  raise  such  a  storm  of  ridicule  as  to 
scout  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  or  anybody  else  out  of  the 
Houses  of  Parliament."  He  further  added  :  "  Concurrently  with 
any  process  which  will  retard  any  tendency  to  go  backward  on  the 
part  of  the  trade,  you  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  we  are 
custodians  of  the  public  interest,  and,  as  such,  your  President 
must  regard  the  public  in  the  first  place,  and  the  members  of  the 
Society  and  the  trade  in  the  second."— Annual  meeting,  May,  1891. 

These  two  speeches  of  Mr.  Carteighe's  in  full  are  worthy 
of  your  careful  study.  Time  has  but  intensified  the  position. 
1  have  approached  several  members  of  Parliament  with  the 
same  result.  We  must  therefore  not  expect  too  much  ; 
protection  is  against  the  spirit  of  the  times,  which  is  in 
favour  of  free  trade.    Branded  and  packeterl  goods,  much 


advertised,  and  factory-made,  put  up  in  attractive  guise,  are 
a  public  convenience  which  no  law  will  prohibit.0  A  dose 
of  chlorodyne,  for  example,  will  relieve  a  stomach-ache,  if  it 
fits  the  complaint,  but  will  not  effect  a  cure  where  a  dose  of 
castor  oil  or  an  aperient  is  necessary  ;  hence  the  need  of 
medical  advice  and  the  pharmacist's  art.  Eemember,  drugs 
are  not  always  freely  saleable  without  advertisement ;  many- 
are  not  even  necessaries  like  food  and  clothing  ;  and  they 
are  not  attractive  like  diamonds  or  wedding-garments, 
which  cannot  be  sold  in  packets  or  tablets.  If  we  push  trade 
in  drugs,  we  must  likewise  remember  that  we  have  the 
public  weal  and  public  health  to  consider.  We  cannot  have 
free  trade  in  poisons,  or  careless  dispensing  of  medicines. 
We  must  support  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  endeavouring  to 
prohibit  this.  The  formation  of  company-pharmacies  in 
that  sense  by  company-machinery,  as  at  present  done, 
should  be  stopped,  and  those  at  present  carrying  on  our 
business  must  be  subjected  to  restrictions.  This  will  be  a 
task  for  the  new  Pharmaceutical  Council.  One  thing  is 
quite  plain  :  we  cannot  accept  Clause  2  as  it  stands.  It  does 
not  put  us  in  a  better  position. 

The  Minister  in  charge  of  the  Bill  will  admit  of  no 
amendment,  and  even  we  are  not  agreed  what  the  amend- 
ment should  be.  The  clause  is  one  to  regulate  company- 
pharmacy  in  a  Companies  Bill.  Protection,  as  I  have  said, 
is  against  the  spirit  of  the  times,  and  thus  affects  legislation 
and  even  legal  judgments.  We  must  in  any  case  oppose  the 
clause,  and  it  will  be  dropped,  as  it  is  out  of  place  in  a 
financial  Bill. 

This  speech  was  received  favourably  by  the  company,  who 
occasionally  applauded. 

Dr.  Symesalso  responded  to  the  toast,  and  said  that  if  phar- 
macy is  simply  to  be  carried  on  for  the  sole  purpose  of  making 
money,  as  would  be  the  case  under  company-pharmacy, 
then  the  progress  which  had  been  so  marked  in  their  calling 
during  the  past  fifty  years  would  become  very  slow  indeed. 
He  referred  to  the  unselfish  labours  of  those  who  strove  to 
improve  the  practice  of  pharmacy,  and  said  that  there  would 
be  no  'inducement  for  the  careful  work  and  investigation 
which  was  so  pronounced  in  the  case  of  the  individual  worker. 
The  medical  practit  ioner  tells  the  pharmacist  that  he  depends 
upon  him  for  the  advancement  of  pharmacy  in  the  bringing 
out  of  new  remedies  and  the  perfecting  of  processes  already 
known,  and  therefore  pharmacists  should  expect  their  medical 
friends  to  support  them  in  their  present  contentions. 

Mr.  J.  Hocken  gave  the  toast  of  the 

"  CITY  AND  TRADE  OE  LIVERPOOL  " 

in  a  brief  speech,  in  which  he  referred  to  the  growth  and1 
improvement  of  both  during  the  past  few  years. 

Mr.  Edward  Evans,  jun.,  in  replying,  said  that  he  was 
proud  of  being  a  citizen  of  Liverpool.  Travelling  as  he  did 
from  time  to  time  over  the  world  he  had  opportunities  of 
seeing  other  places,  and  he  felt  that  they  had  every  reason  to 
be  proud  of  their  city  in  every  way.  As  a  rule  the  citizens  as 
a  body  recognised  their  responsibility  and  duties — hence 
they  had  hospitals,  infirmaries,  an  art-gallery,  and  a 
university  of  which  any  community  might  be  proud.  Nor 
was  the  city  lacking  in  generous  impulses  otherwise,  for  he 
had  been  told  by  Lord  Derby,  when  his  Lordship  was  Mayor 
of  Liverpool,  that  he  was  surprised  beyond  measure  at  the 
readiness  with  which  all  philanthropic  appeals  in  the  city 
were  met.  As  to  the  subject  mostly  in  the  minds  of  those 
present,  he  held  that  where  the  law  required  them  to  pass  a 
certain  curriculum  for  certain  specific  purposes  then  the  law 
should  step  in  and  protect  them,  but  as  to  ordinary  trade  he 
did  not  think  that  in  these  days  the  law  would  protect  any 
body  of  men  in  that  way,  and  for  success  the  chemist  must 
look  more  to  his  own  business  capacity. 

In  proposing  the  toast  of  "  Medicine  and  Pharmacy,"  Mr. 
John  Smith  said  he  was  pleased  to  find  the  two  callings 
grouped  together,  as  he  was  strongly  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  well  for  the  medical  profession  and  pharmacy  to 
combine  more  to  protect  their  mutual  interests,  as  he  clearly 
saw  that  the  proposed  company-legislation  would  be  the 
thin  edge  of  the  wedge  against  the  privileges  of  the  medical 
men  as  well.  It  was  therefore  necessary  to  combine  forces 
and,  if  possible,  resist  the  common  foe.j  Professor  Carter  and 
Dr.  T.  F.  Abraham  briefly  responded. 

The  toast  of  "  Our  Guests  "  was  proposed  in  a  short  speech 
bv  Mr.  T.  H.  Wardlcworth,  and  Dr.  Barnes,  Mr.  H.  Kemp, 
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and  Mr.  K.  Lord  Gifford  responded.  Mr.  R.  F.  W.  Robinson 
gave  the  toast  of  "  The  Officers  of  the  Association."  and 
Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  and  the  President  responded.  In  the 
•course  of  the  evening  a  programme  of  music  was  contributed 
by  Messrs.  Tom  Barlow,  A.  J.  McCormack,  and  W.  A.  Hollis. 

C.A..A  Cinderella. 

The  third  of  the  series  of  Cinderellas  which  the  Chemists' 
Assistants'  Association  arranged  this  season  was  held  at 
the  Portman  Rooms  on  Thursday,  March  22.  The  evening 
was  a  decided  success,  about  120  dancers  being  present. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Robins,  the  genial  Hon.  Secretary,  informs  us 
that  during  the  evening  a  lady  lost  a  brown  feather  fan, 
-and  if  the  finder  will  communicate  with  him,  he  will  be 
glad  to  restore  the  lost  property  to  its  owner. 

A  Send-off. 

Mr.  Christopher  Rawson,  who  has  been  Chairman  of  the 
"Yorkshire  section  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  for 
the  past  two  years,  was  on  March  22  entertained  at  a 
smoking-concert  in  the  Grand  Restaurant,  Leeds,  on  the 
occasion  of  his  leaving  for  India  in  connection  with  the 
iudigo-indu6try.  The  company  numbered  about  seventy,  and 
Professor  Smithclls  was  in  the  chair.  An  admirable  musical 
programme  had  been  arranged  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Branson, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  Reynolds  &  Branson  (Limited). 

Mr.  Sudlow  Gives  a  Party. 

Messrs.  Burroughs,  'Wellcome  &  Co.'s  managers  and  heads 
•of  departments  at  Snow  Hill  and  Dartford  and  the  directors 
of  the  Wellcome  Chemical  and  Physiological  Research 
Laboratories  were  invited  to  dinner  by  Mr.  R.  Clay  Sudlow, 
the  firm's  general  manager,  at,  the  Holborn  Restaurant  last 
week.  In  the  course  of  the  evening  Mr.  Sudlow  stated  that 
the  occasion  was  a  special  and  important  one  to  him,  as  it 
celebrated  the  attainment  of  his  majority  in  the  service  of 
the  firm.  He  paid  a  tribute,  in  his  usual  kindly  and  sym- 
pathetic manner,  to  the  hearty  co-operation  he  had  always 
received  from  the  staff  and  employes  during  the  twenty-one 


AIk.  Robert  Claj  Sudlow, 


years.  The  sustained  outbursts  of  enthusiastic  cheering 
which  greeted  the  speaker  throughout  his  remarks,  and  at 
their  conclusion,  showed  how  much  he  is  loved  and  how 
highly  respected  by  his  colleagues.  The  toast  of  Mr. 
Sudlow's  health,  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  Collett  Smith,  the  firm's 
assistant  general  manager,  was  enthusiastically  received. 
A  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent,  the  entertainment 
which  followed  the  dinner  beiDg  provided  by  Messrs. 
Schartau,  Jose,  Tebbutt,  Churcher,  and  Warren.  At  the 
close  of  the  evening  a  bouquet  was  presented  to  the  host 
for  Mrs.  Sudlow. 


Festive  Cricketers. 

The  fifth  annual  dinner  of  Stevenson  &  Howell's  Cricket 
Club  took  place  on  March  23  at  the  City  Arms  Restaurant. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Croxford   in   the   chair.     After  an  excellent 
repast,  the  usual  loyal  and  other  toasts  were  duly  honoured, 
and  a  capital  musical  programme  was  presented  by  the 
members  of  the  club.     Mr.  Penyston  Miles  led  off  with 
"  The  Belle  of  New  York,"  followed  by  Mr.  G.  Clements, 
whose  singing  of  "The  Flight  of  Ages "'  was  much  appre- 
I  ciated.    Mr.  J.  D.  Rogers,  with  "  The  Ship  that  belongs  to  a 
\  Lady,"  and  Mr.  H.  James,  "Five  Hours  a  Penny,"  were  well 
i  received.    Then  Mr.  J.  E.  Box  delighted  ail  by  a  fine 
rendering  of  "Alice,"  played  upon  a  Japanese  riddle,  and 
I  gave  as  an  encore  "Whisper  and  I  shall  Hear."    A  patriotic' 
'  effusion,  sung  by  Mr.  J.  Foster  (in  khaki),  obtained  due 
i  recognition;  and  Mr.  G.  Clark,  well  known  to  frequenters  of 
|  this  popular  "  smoker,"  was  well  received.    Mr.  F.  Miles 
i  gave  a  finished  rendering  of  "  I'll  Sing  Thee  Songs,"  and  Mr. 
]  Wrench  sang  "  Once,"  and  then  once  more.    The  Mikado 
Troupe,  a  quintette  of  instrumentalists,  delighted  all  by  their 
|  excellent  playing,  as  did  Mr.  Will  Pearcc,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr. 
Walter  James.    The  humours  of  the  last-named  were  much 
relished,  and  particularly  "  Kruger's  Dinner-party."    A  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  Chairman,  and  the   National  Anthem, 
;  brought  the  proceedings  to  a  close,  all  present  convinced  that 
few  cricket-club  concerts  could  boast  of  such  a  good  innings 
and  fine  score. 


Z\x>o  Xonostaff  flDcfcallists. 


AMONGST  the  benefactions  which  the  Chemical  Society 
owes  to  the  late  Dr.  Longstaff,  one  of  its  original 
members,  is  a  fund  for  the  encouragement  of  research,  and 
to  that  Dr.  Longstaff  added  one  for  rewarding  research. 
The  latter  takes  the  form  of  a  gold  medal,  which  is  awarded 
every  three  years.  The  first  man  to  receive  the  medal  was 
Dr.  T.  E.  Thorpe,  the  present  President,  and  this  week  it  has 
been  conferred  upon  Dr.  W.  H.  Perkin,  jun.,  of  Owens 
College,  Manchester,  whose  father  also  received  the  medal 
in  1888.  It  rarely 
happens  that  an 
honour  such  as  this 
is  bestowed  upon 
father  and  son,  and 
that  a  father  has 
the  privilege  of 
seeing  a  son  follow 
him  in  sciencewith 
a  distinction  all 
his  own.  We  give 
a  portrait  of  Dr. 
W.  H.  Perkin,  sen., 
as  he  was  twenty 
years  ago,  and  a 
recent  portrait  of 
Dr.  W.  H.  Perkin, 
jun.  Both  are 
Fellows  of  the 
Royal  Society,  and 
both  are  of  the 
same  n  ame  — 
William  Henry 
Perkin.  Both  re- 
ceived their  ele- 
mentary education 
in  the  City  of  London  School,  and  it  will  be  remembered  by 
some  that  the  father  left  the  school  a  chemical  adept  to 
continue  his  studies  at  the  Royal  College  of  Chemistry  under 
Hofmann,  where,  while  a  youth  of  18,  he  discovered 
"  mauve,"  the  first  aniline  dye,  and  the  making  of  mauve  has 
been  the  business  of  his  life.  But  it  was  for  his  researches 
on  the  optical  properties  of  bodies  that  he  received  the 
Longstaff  medal  in  1888. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Perkin,  jun.,  is  in  his  fortieth  year,  having  been 
born  in  Sudbury,  near  Harrow,  on  June  17,  1860.  He  left 
the  City  School  for  the  Royal  College  of  Science,  South 
Kensington  ;  after  the  course  there  went  to  the  University 
of  Wurzburg  (where  he  took  his  Ph.D.),  and  from  there  to 
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Munich,  where  he  was  Privat  Decent  from  1883  to  1886. 
When  the  Watt  Institute  of  Edinburgh  was  reconstituted  as 
the  Heriot  Watt  College  in  1887,  Dr.  Perkin  was  appointed 
the  first  professor  of  chemistry,  and  Dr.  Stanley  Kipping 
acted  as  his  assistant.    He  remained  in  Edinburgh  until 


Dr.  W.  H.  Perkin,  jun. 

1892,  when  he  was  appointed  to  succeed  the  late  Dr. 
Schorlemmer  as  Professor  of  Organic  Chemistry  in  Owens 
College.  Besides  his  books,  Dr.  Perkin  has  published  a 
large  number  of  papers,  which  are  the  outcome  of  original 
work  on  the  part  of  himself  and  his  students,  chiefly  in 
organic  chemistry.  He  has  come  nearer  than  any  other 
chemist  to  the  artificial  production  of  camphor.  His 
studies  of  vegetable  colouring-matters  are  classic. 


College  notes. 

Football. — A  match  was  played  on  March  17  between  the 
Metropolitan  College  and  London  College,  and  resulted  in  a  drawn 
game — one  goal  each.  The  Metropolitan  College  Football  Club 
have  had  a  most  successful  season.  They  have  played  twelve 
matches  since  October  14  last,  and  have  romped  home  winners  on 
seven  occasions,  two  matches  being  drawn,  and  three  lost.  Bad 
weather  prevented  play  en  three  occasions.  The  College  scored 
44  goals,  as  against  their  opponents'  28. 

North  of  England  School  of  Pharmacy. — The  students  of 
this  School  recently  visited  the  works  of  the  Bede  Metal  and 
Chemical  Company,  Hebburn-on-Tyne,  being  conducted  by  Mr. 
Stark,  of  the  company's  laboratory,  who  fully  explained  all  the 
various  processes  seen.  At  these  works  large  quantities  of  copper 
are  produced  from  pyrites  cinders  by  the  wet  method  of  extrac- 
tion, the  amount  present,  (3  to  5  per  cent.)  being  too  small  to  be 
profitably  extracted  by  direct  dry  processes.  The  cinders  are  first 
ground  and  mixed  with  salt,  whereby  the  copper  is  converted  into 
chloride  on  being  roasted  in  muffle  furnaces,  and  the  resulting 
product  is  lixiviated  with  acidulated  water  obtained  by  washing 
the  gaseous  products  of  the  roasting.  The  liquid  so  obtained 
contains  a  notable  quantity  of  silver  and  a  minute  quantity  of 
gold,  which  are  precipitated  by  the  addition  of  the  requisite 
amount  of  sodium  iodide,  and  the  precipitate  reduced  by  metallic 
zinc,  the  iodine  thus  being  recovered  as  sine  iodide.  Alter  pre- 
cipitation of  the  iodide  the  liquor  is  run  off  into  tanks  and  the 
eopper  removed  by  means  of  scrap  iron,  the  precipitated  copper 
being  purified  by  the  usual  dry-methods  which  were  seen  in  all 
stages.  The  lixiviated  residue  from  the  pyrites  is  dried  and  sent 
to  the  steel  furnaces,  as  it  contains  about  70  per  cent,  of  iron.  \ 
visit  to  the  laboratory,  w  here  the  processes  of  assay  of  copper, 
silver,  and  gold  were  seen,  concluded  a  most  interesting  visit, 
liearty  thanks  being  tendered  to  M  r.  Stark.  On  Friday,  March  23, 
the  students  were  conducted   through   the  new  laboratory  of 

Messrs.  Wilkinson  A  Simps  Limited)  by  Mr.  G.  F.  Merson, 

F.C.S.,  where  they  saw  practical  pharmacy  upon  a  manufacturing 
scale.  The  hydraulic  press,  vacuum  still,  ami  many  other  pieces 
ol  apparatus  were  in  full  working-order,  thus  demonstrating  many 
processes  not  usually  seen  in  retail  pharmacy. 


Metropolitan  College  op  Pharmacy. — The  following  are 
questions  in  chemistry  and  physics  set  at  the  Sessional  Prize 
Examination  of  this  College  on  March  22.  Time  allowed,  two 
hours  : — 

INORGANIC  CHEMISTRY. 

1.  A  current  of  sulphur-dioxide  gas  is  passed  through  separate 
solutions  of  the  following  substances  : — Ferric  chloride,  potassium 
iodate,  bromine-water,  sodium  arseniate,  hydrogen  peroxide,  and 
potassium  ferricyanide.  Describe  the  decompositions  that  take 
place,  and  demonstrate  your  answer  by  equations. 

2.  By  what  experiments  would  you  demonstrate  the  composition 
of  water  '?    What  do  yon  understand  by  the  following  terms  used 

i  in  connection  with  water: — Maximum  density,  latent  heat,  cryo- 
hydrates,  temporary  and  permanent  hardness  ?    How  is  hydrogen 
[  peroxide  prepared '?    State  its  physical  and  chemical  properties 
I  and  the  official  method  of  valuation. 

3.  How  would  you  prove  the  presence  of  phosphorus  in  sodium 
phosphate,  sulphur  in  sulphuric  acid,  and  nitrogen  in  nitric  acid? 

4.  How  is  crystallised  boron  prepared  '.'  Enumerate  the  native 
l  sources  of  the  element.    State  the  method  for  preparing  boron 

trichloride.  What  takes  place  when  it  is  poured  into  alcohol  ?" 
What  is  borax,  and  what  class  of  salt  is  precipitated  when  borax 
solution  is  added  to  ferric  chloride  ? 

5.  How  is  potassium  chlorate  manufactured  '?  Describe  the 
process  by  equations.  What  is  the  action  of  heat  upon  if,  and 
how  do  you  distinguish  between  chlorates  and  perchlorates '.' 

ORGANIC  chemistry. 

6.  Twenty  cubic  centimetres  of  cyanogen  mixed  with  40  c.c.  of 
oxygen  and  exploded  yield  40  c.c.  of  carbon  dioxide  and  20  c.c.  of 
nitrogen.  From  these  results  deduce  the  formula  of  cyanogen. 
How  do  you  by  chemical  reactions  show  that  the  formula  is  CiN.j 
and  not  CN  ? 

7.  (iive  examples  in  which  chlorine  acts  by  substitution,  and1 
others  in  which  it  does  not.  What  is  meant  by  "  saturated  "  and 
"  unsaturated  "  compounds  '.' 

8.  How  would  you  convert  the  two  oxides  of  carbon  into  formic 
acid,  and  then  transform  the  formic  acid  into  oxalic  acid  and  the 
oxalic  acid  back  again  into  formic  '.' 

PHYSICS. 

9.  What  is  Charles's  Law  ?  By  what  experiment  was  the  co- 
efficient of  gaseous  expansion  determined,  and  how  would  you 
corroborate  it '.' 

Also  two  hours  for  the  following  :  — 

QUANTITATIVE  ANALYSIS. 

(«)  With  the  pure  arsenious  anhydride  given  you  standardise 
the  solution  of  iodine. 

(h)  With  the  same  iodine  solution  ascertain  the  purity  of  tin- 
sample  of  potassio-antimonous  tartrate. 

(c)  With  the  same  iodine  solution  determine  the  percentage  of 
available  sulphur  dioxide  in  the  sample  of  crystallised  sodium 
sulphite. 

QUALITATIVE  ANALYSIS. 
[d\  Name  the  bases  and  acids  contained  in  the  powder  "  W." 
(e)  State  the  composition  of  the  chemical  marked  "  X." 
(/')  Identify  the  official  substance  marked  "Y." 
The  successful  competitors  were  : — Silver  medallist,  Mr.  Frank 
|  E.  Bannister.      Bronze  medallists,   Messrs.  H.  S.  Kichardson 
(chemistry),  H.  C.  S.  Booth  (pharmacy),  H.  C.  S.  Booth  (botany),, 
j  M.  S,  Oddie  (materia  medica),  and  F.  Smart  (dispensing). 


G.VHDiXEii.— At  Edinburgh  on  March  27,  Mr.  James 
Gardiner,  chemical-manufacturer.    Aged  62. 

Jones. — At  Llanidloes,  on  March  16,  Jane,  widow  of  the 
late  Mr.  W.  Jones,  chemist  and  druggist.  The  late  Mrs. 
Jones  was  left  a  widow  in  1868,  shortly  before  the  Pharmacy 
Act  came  into  operation.  Having  secured  registration,  she 
carried  on  business  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  until  her  sons 
— one  of  whom  is  Mr.  J.  Kinsey  Jones,  ex-Mayor  of  Llanid- 
loes— were  able  to  relieve  her  of  her  charge.  During  her 
lifetime,  however,  she  continued  to  take  an  active  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  the  business,  and  was  a  familiar  figure  to  the- 
inhabitants  of  the  town. 

MOHETON. — At  Castleford,  Vorks,  on  March  18,  Mr. 
Nathan  Moreton,  who  had  for  twenty-five  years  acted  as- 
assistant  to  Mr.  Henry  Strong  McHugh,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Castleford.  Deceased  was  found  dead  in  bed.  death  being 
due  to  valvular  disease  of  the  heart. 
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AT  the  beginning  of  the  century  pharmacy  had  reached  a 
stage  which  was  in  advance  of  medical  practice.  It  is 
true  that  in  the  druggists'  shops  millipedes,  oyster-shells, 
lungs  of  oak,  crabs'  claws,  vipers,  pulvis  cranii  humani,  and 
(ileum  catulorum  were  still  to  be  met  with,  but  then  several 
of  them  were  official  and  others  were  in  popular  demand. 
The  bills  of  mortality  for  1801  for  Middlesex  and  Surrey 
show  that  nearly  20,000  persons  were  buried  in  that  year ; 
of  that  number  7,000  were  under  5  years  of  age  and  seven 
were  101  at  the  time  of  their  death.  The  causes  of  death 
are  eloquent  witnesses  of  the  state  of  medicine  as  well  as  of 
the  social  conditions  of  the  time.  People  died  of  "  rising  of 
the  lights,"  "grief,"  "despair,"  "  livergrown,"  "surfeit," 
"worms,"  "teeth,"  "consumption"  (4,695),  "convulsions" 
(3,931),  "  eaten  by  lice,"  "  fevers  "  (2,908).  In  the  list  of 
casualties  three  deaths  are  returned  as  through  poison,  and 
five  from  excessive  drinking.  The  physicians  complained 
that  they  were  not  called  in  early  enough,  as  the  apothecary 
only  sought  their  aid  when  there  was  just  time  to  administer 
musk  before  the  patient  died. 

The  Apothecaries 
seem  to  have  been  buffers  between  the  physicians  and  the 
druggists.    James  I.  granted  a  charter  to  the  apothecaries  in 


Apoth  ECARIES-HALf. 
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An  invoice  for  goods  bought  of  the  Apothecaries'  Company 
in  1801. 

1617  on  their  separation  from  the  Grocers'  Company.  The 
charter  restrained  the  Grocers'  or  any  other  Company  than 
the  Apothecaries'  from  keeping  an  apothecary's  shop  in 
London.  The  College  of  Physicians  and  the  Company 
quarrelled  in  the  eighteenth  century  as  to  the  definition  of 
an  apothecary,  and  the  lawsuit  resulted  in  a  memorable 
judgment  in  the  House  of  Lords  in  1703,  when  it  was  decided 
that  an  apothecary  could  direct  and  order  the  treatment  of 
diseace  as  well  as  compound. 


The  Apothecaries'  Company  in  1722  obtained  the  power  to 
1  search,  seize,  and  destroy  bad  drugs,  and  seem  to  have  used 
the  power  pretty  freely  at  one  time,  and  even  up  to  the 
beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century.    A  scurrilous  booklet, 
written  in  1788,  is  extant,  in  which  the  writer,  who  signs 
himself  "Liq.  Vol.  C.C.,"  pungently  describes  the  visitation. 
From  this  it  appears  that  two  or  three  physicians  accompanied 
the  Wardens  and  Master  of  the  Apothecaries'  Company,  and 
that  they  examined  the  contents  of  druggists'  shops  as  well 
i  as  those  of  apothecaries.  The  visits  were  annual,  and  the  first 
thing  the  censors  asked  for  was  cinnamon-water  ;  they  would 
i  then  ask  for  syrupus  e  meconio.    "  Liq.  Vol.  C.C."  says  he 
'  showed  them  syrupus  e  spina  cervina  (buckthorn)  and  thev. 
not  knowing  the  difference,  highly  applauded  it.    The  next 
shop  visited  was  that  of  an  apothecary  newly  started,  and 
j  who  had  obtained  his  drugs  from  the  Hall,  but  his  syr.  e 
meconio  was  deemed  spurious  and  unfit  for  use.   The  visitors 
j  were  unacquainted  with  the  physical  characters  of  galenicals 
and  with  the  fact  that  they  were  examining  drugs  from 
their  own  Hall.    Probably  the  victim  explained  the  exact 
!  state  of  matters,  to  the  chagrin  of  his  inquisitors  ;  but  "  Liq. 
Vol.  C.C."  leaves  such  interesting  details  for  posterity  to 
ponder  over. 

The  visitations  by  the  Apothecaries'  |  Company  seem  to 
have  been  discontinued  soon  after  the  dawn  of  the  nine- 
teenth century,  probably  owing  to  the  fact  that  so  few 
apothecaries  had  shops  and  the  difficulties  the  visitors  found 
in  assaying  drugs.  There  is  a  case  on  record  in  which  the 
Blackfriars  officials  used  the  power  vexatioudy,  and  the 


This  illustration  of  a  chemist  and  druggist's  shop  early  in 
the  century  is  taken  from  an  advertisement  which  says 
"  Physicians'  prescriptions  and  family  recipes  accurately 
prepared.  Medical  advice  by  gentlemen  of  long  experience 
in  various  climates  in  every  department  of  the  profession." 
The  shop  probably  stood  near  Drury  Lane  Theatre.  Brydges 
Street,  named  on  one  corner  of  the  building,  is  now  included 
in  Catherine  Street,  and  Great  Russell  Street,  Covent 
Garden,  is  now  simply  called  Russell  Street. 

aggrieved  druggist  sought  legal  aid  and  got  some  600/. 
damages  out  of  them.  In  1815  the  Apothecaries  Act  at 
present  in  force  was   obtained.    This   Act  enlarge!  the 
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powers  of  the  Society  so  that  they  controlled  apothecaries 
throughout  England  and  Wales  instead  of  in  London  only. 
The  power  of  search  was  retained  and  extended,  and  is  still 
in  force,  but  only  applies  to  apothecaries'  shops.  At  the 
meeting  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  in  1869 
one  of  the  speakers  said  he  remembered,  as  a  young  man,  a 
visit  paid  by  the  censors  to  the  place  of  business  in  Fleet 
Street  where  he  was.  The  censors  were  armed  with  hydro- 
meters, and  took  the  sp.  gr.  of  certain  spirits.  The  1815 
Act  appeased  the  physicians  by  imposing  penalties  on 
apothecaries  who  refused  to  compound  or  unfaithfully 
compounded  physicians'  prescriptions,  and  got  rid  of  the 
opposition  of  the  druggists  by  a  clause  which  excluded 
from  the  operation  of  the  Act  the  trade  or  business  of  a 
chemist  and  druggist  in  the  buying,  preparing,  compounding, 
dispensing,  and  vending  drugs,  medicines,  and  medicinable 
compounds  wholesale  and  retail.  We  get  a  curious  side- 
light as  to  the  jealousy  existing  between 

Apothecaries  and  Chemists 

from  John  Mason  Good's  "  History  of  Medicine."  Good 
was  an  apothecary  and  was  said  to  have  been  able  to  read 
Spanish,  Portuguese,  Arabic,  Persian,  Hebrew,  Prussian, 
Sanscrit,  and  Chinese.  In  1795  he  lived  in  Guildford  Street, 
London,  and  became  an  active  member  of  the  General 
Pharmaceutic  Association,  for  which  he  wrote  the  "  History 
of  Medicine,"  the  main  part  relating  to  the  formation  of  the 
Association.  Good  traces  the  history  of  medicine,  and 
proves  to  his  own  satisfaction  that  druggists  did  not  exist 
until  modern  times.  The  druggists  came  into  being  owing 
to  the  growing  complexity  of  the  grocer's  occupation,  which 


-'BUTLER^O 

fjV//r/pw.  Ptth/itsMedictrifj? 

An  early  business  card. 

then  included  the  importation  of  drugs.  The  druggists, 
known  as  drug-men  or  drugsters,  took  the  branch  of  the 
grocer's  business  which  concerned  drugs,  and  when  they 
interested  themselves  in  the  chemical  portion  of  medicine, 
which  was  becoming  rnore|extensive,  they  called  themselves 
chemists. 

The  General  Pharmaceutic  Association  was  founded  by 
apothecaries  to  prevent  the  encroachment  of  chemists  and 


druggists.  The  preliminary  meeting  was  held  on  June  17, 
1794,  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor,  Strand,  and  subsequently 
the  Association  met  monthly  at  the  Buffalo  Tavern,  Blooms- 
bury  Square.  Mr.  Chamberlaine,  of  Aylesbury  Street,  was 
the  first  Chairman :  his  inaugural  address  is  given  in  Good's 
book.  The  apothecaries,  he  said,  suffered  much  from  the 
unjust  and  innovating  usurpation  of  the  druggists — a  morbific 
infection  which  had  spread  so  that  there  was  scarcely  a 
village  or  hamlet  without  a  druggist.  The  druggists  used 
mere  offal  and  refuse  drugs  in  compounding  prescriptions, 
and  did  it  in  a  careless  manner.  They  have,  continued  Mr. 
Chamberlaine,  the  unparalleled  audacity  to  invade  the 
literary  profession  of  physicians  by  giving  medical  advice. 
The  object  of  the  Association  was  to  get  apothecaries  to 
band  themselves  together,  and  only  deal  with  such  druggists 
as  would  relinquish  compounding.  To  force  them  to  do 
that,  the  apothecaries  threatened  to  open  a  wholesale  depot 
and  do  without  the  druggists.  The  Association  presented  a 
petition  to  Parliament  in  1794,  asking  for  the  monopoly  of 
vending  pharmaceutical  preparations  and  compounding 
prescriptions.  The  parliamentary  records  of  1794  merely 
show  that  the  petition  was.-to  lie  on  the  table.  The  Apothe- 
caries Act  of  1815  was  probably  the  ultimate  result  of  the 
Association's  suggestions.  Of  the  General  Pharmaceutic 
Association  nothing  further  seems  to  have  been  heard,  but 
Mr.  Chamberlaine  managed  to  confer 

A  Lasting  Benefit  on  Pharmacy 

by  the  action  he  took  in  1803  in  connection  with  the  Stamp 
Act.  The  schedule  at  that  time  included  such  things  as 
liquorice-juice,  arrowroot,  and  Turkey  rhubarb,  and  little 
shopkeepers  were  prosecuted  for  not  stamping  pennyworths 
that  they  sold.  Mr.  Chamberlaine  was  the  leader  of  a 
strong  protesting  party  of  apothecaries  and  druggists,  ami 
the  result  of  their  agitation  was  that  the  Act  was  amended, 
and  the  schedule  shorn  of  many  household  remedies  then 
treated  as  proprietaries  (see  C.  $  Z>.,  ( letober  28,  1897,  page 
662).  From  Good's  book  we  learn  that  the  number  of 
druggists  in  Chester  was  seven,  in  Manchester  eight,  and  in 
Chichester  five  ;  these  statistics  were  supplied  by  members 
of  the  Association.  In  giving  examples  of  the  wrong- 
doings of  druggists,  one  of  these  members  mentions  that  a 
certain  druggist  did  not  know  what  tinct.  ejusdem  meant, 
and  sent  round  to  the  physician  to  inquire.  This  seems  to  be 
the  origin  of  the  ejusdem  joke  which  Pereira  refers  to  in  his 
"  Selecta  e  Prescriptis,"  and  which  is  sent  to  us  now  and 
then  as  a  new  discovery.    [A  French  version  is  on  p.  535.] 

In  the  "  Book  of  Trades,"  the  twelfth  edition  of  which  is 
dated  1824,  occurs  the  following  passage  in  reference  to  the 
drug-trade  : — 

The  chemist  of  trade  might  be  defined  as  the  maker  of  medicines, 
the  druggist  as  the  seller  of  them.  In  London  and  many  other 
places  a  chemist  and  druggist  are  frequently  combined  in  the 
same  person.  .  .  .  The  elaboratory  is  a  room  provided  with  proper 
conveniences  for  carrying  on  all  the  operations  which  the  chemist 
might  choose  or  have  occasion  for :  it  is  generally  constructed 
with  an  open  chimney  in  such  a  way  that  if  any  unexpected  ex- 
plosion should  take  place  the  ignited  materials  might  find  a  ready 
escape.  .  .  .  The  chemist  and  druggist  usually  makes  some  of  his 
articles,  even  if  he  be  only  a  retailer ;  he  also  sells  numerous 
quack  medicines,  and  frequently  makes  many  of  these  when  the 
patents  have  expired  or  if  the  nostrums  be  known.  .  .  .  The  pre- 
paration and  sale  of  medicines  is  a  very  respectable  line  of  busi- 
ness, and  one  in  which,  with  a  tolerable  share  of  judgment,  great 
fortunes  have  been  made.  Impressions  of  its  profitableness  have 
directed  more  competitors  into  it  than  can  now  find  room ;  the 
profits  are,  in  consequence,  a  good  deal  lessened,  and  perhaps  its 
respectability  impaired.  ...  A  premium  of  one  hundred  guineas 
is  sometimes  given  with  an  apprentice.  The  stock-in-trade  of  a 
retail  chemist  and  druggist  may  amount  to  a  few  hundred  pounds, 
but  in  the  wholesale  trade  sometimes  to  many  thousands. 

We  reproduce  the  quaint  illustration  which  accompanies 
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this  none  too  flattering'  description  of  our  predecessors  of 
*ix-and-seventy  years  ago. 


The  Chemist. 
A  Day-book  a  Century  Old. 


From  a  day-book  belonging  to  Messrs.  Randall  &  Son, 
Southampton,  for  1799-1800,  which  lies  before  us,  wc  are 
enabled  to  get  a  good  idea  of  the  articles  usually  sold  at  that 
period  and  the  prices  obtained  for  them  retail.  Powdered 
rhubarb  sold  at  3.i.  per  oz.  ;  leeches,  entered  as  hyrudines, 
Qd.  each.  Cardamoms  and  cochineal  were  expensive  drugs 
then,  the  former  selling  at  2*'.  per  oz..  the  latter  3*.  per  oz. 
Locatelli's  balsam,  a  compound  of  Venice  turpentine,  wax, 
and  olive  oil,  coloured  with  bole  or  sautal,  and  used  for 
coughs,  sold  at  3d.  per  oz.  The  sale  of  soda-water  was  at 
that  time  slight,  but  items  for  mephitic  water  and  soda- 
water  occur  at  frequent  intervals.  Unfortunately,  these 
particular  items  are  not  in  any  case  priced  out,  so  that  we 
can  only  judge  of  their  cost  by  noting  that  they  were  usually 
sold  in  single  bottles.  Bristol  water,  a  fashionable  mineral 
water  at  the  time,  sold  at  Is.  a  bottle,  as  did  also  Cheltenham 
water.  "Magnesia"  sold  at  6'/.  per  oz.,  whilst  calcined 
magnesia  cost  Is.  6^.  per  oz.  Several  entries  occur  of  sales 
of  Henry's  magnesia  at  2k.  Qd.  per  bottle,  other  proprietary 
articles  being  Steers's  opodeldoc,  Scott's  pills,  and  God- 
frey's cordial.  Lavender-water  sold  at  Us.  Qd.  a  pint,* 
and  there  are  several  entries  of  arquebusade-water  and 
an  occasional  one  for  aqua  imperialis.  Eau  d'arquebusadc 
was  distilled  from  sage,  absinth,  fennel,  hyssop,  rue, 
marjoram,  thyme,  peppermint,  balm,  rosemary,  angelica, 
lavender,  and  basil.  Aqua  imperialis  was  a  similar  article, 
but  contained  spices  as  well.  Both  these  waters  were  used 
internally  as  cordials  or  stimulants,  but  they  were  also  the 
English  equivalents  of  eau  de  Cologne  for  cosmetic  purposes. 

The  day-book  confirms  the  fact  mentioned  by  Stow — that 
apothecaries  trespassed  on  the  province  of  the  vintner  by 
selling  wines,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  used  for  medi- 
cinal purposes.    Several  entries  occur  of  frontiniac,  calce- 

*  The  pint  was  16  oz.,  and  rectified  spirit  did  not  pay  duty  of 
lis.  per  proof  gal.  in  those  days. 


vella,  mountain,  and  sherry  wines,  which  appear  to  have  been 
sold  both  by  the  bottle  and  by  the  gallon. 

Camphor  was  an  expensive  drug  at  that  time,  2s.  per  oz. 
being  the  retail  price,  but  people  seem  to  have  been  content 
with  small  quantities,  such  as  a  drachm,  and  in  one  case  a 


Mr.  W.  Randall,  founder  of  the  Southampton  business 


stoppered  bottle  for  containing  it  is  especially  mentioned. 
Its  use  was  probably  solely  for  smelling,  to  keep  off  infee- 


A  label  as  used  early  in  the  century. 

tion.  Tinctures  and  spirits  retailed  usually  at  Qd.  per  oz., 
castor  oil  at  9;/.  per  oz.,  nutmegs  at  2s.  Qd.  per  oz.,  Indian 
arrowroot  at  8>\  per  lb.,  and  sago  at  1*.  8d.  per  lb.  Sago 
seems  to  have  been  a  medical  comfort  then,  and  is  often 

j  entered  to  a  customer  described  as  "  Surgeon  to  the  16th 

I  Regiment.'' 

Druggists'  sundries  were  singularly  few,  as  far  as  the  day- 
I  book  shows,  the  chief  ones  occurring  being  issue  peas  (3d.  per 
I  oz.).  flannel  (Jyard,  8^.),  goldbeaters'  skin  (Qd.  a  sheet),  pipe 
;  and  bladder  (for  enema,  2s.  3d.),  and  lint  (9^.  per  oz.),  the 
I  last  probably  exactly  the  same  as  the  hand-made  lint  which 
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still  figures  in  Maw's  list.    There  are  many  other  items  we 
should  like  to  comment  on  were  it  not  for  considerations 
of  space.    The  following  touching  little  entry  forms  an 
interesting  finial  to  these  notes: — 
Lad}/  D'Aiivergne for  Mastr. 

Ear-blister   6d. 

Emetic  (pulv.  ipecac,  gr.  viij.)      ...  4d. 

Stick  liquorice         ...       ...       ...  6(Z. 

Box  paterosa  lozenges       ...       ...  Is. 

A  Prescription-book  op  1807. 

Dispensing  was  largely  in  the  hands  of  the  apothecaries 
■at  the  beginning  of  (he  century ;  now  it  is  comparatively 
rare  to  find  an  apothecary's  shop  to  which  prescriptions 
can  be  taken  to  be  made  up.  The  practice  of  tying  the 
labels  on  bottles  of  mixture  or  draughts  (still  prevalent  on 
the  Continent)  had  been  abandoned  in  favour  of  the  safer 
plan  of  affixing'  the  labels  by  an  adhesive.  Label-printing 
had  already  become  a  special  branch  of  business,  John 
Shaw,  of  Fetter  Lane,  London,  doing  a  large  trade  with 
apothecaries  and  druggists. 

Pills  were  cut  to  size  on  pill-slabs,  the  pill-machine  as  we 
know  it  not  having  been  invented  till  the  Victorian  era.  It 
was  a  common  practice  to  either  gild  or  silver  pills,  and 
pills  were  generally  sent  out  in  cardboard  boxes,  the  oval 
shape  being  a  favourite  kind. 

.  Freeman's  Bathing  Spirits, 

IS  a  well-known  Universal  Remedy  of  great  Virtue,  and  ex- 
tremely ufeful  in  all  Pains,  Swellings,  Bruifings,  Strains, 
Wrenches,  Bites  of  Beads  or  venomous  Creatures,  and  for  pre- 
venting Gangrene. 

Like^t/e  for  all  violent  Contufions,  or  Bruifes  occafioned  bjr 
Talis  from  high  Places,  or  other  accidents. 

It  is  alfo  of  lingular  Service  in  preventing  compound  Fracture* 
from  Gangrene ;  and  has  happily  been  the  Means  (through  God's 
BleiTing)  of  prefervihg  many  Limbs  in  fuch  Cafes,  which  mull 
Aave  been  loft  when  other  Remedies  have  proved  ineffectual. 
*'  Alfo  for  Cuts,  or  frefh  Wounds,  from  Knives,  Sickles,  Plow 
Scares, *or  any  other  Inftruments. 

*  It  is  moreover  of  excellent  Ufe  in  curing  Kibes,  or  Chilblains 
in  Children,  or -growing  Perfons,  and  r.umb'd  Nerves  in  the  Feet 
Hands,  Arms-,  or  any  other  Parts  of  the  Body,  by  pouring  a  little 
ac  a  Time  of  the-  Spirits  in  the  Palm  of  the  "Hand,  and  rubbing  it 
well  into  the  afflicted  Part  before  a  Fire,  or  otherwife;  after 
which  apply  a  Linen  Cloth  moifcened  with  the  Spirit,  and  repeat 
itbe  fame  two  or  three  Times  a  Day. 

t  In  the  Tooth-ach  dip  a  Bitot  Lint  in  the  Spirit,  and  put  it  into 
the  Hollow  of  the  Tooth,  repeating  it  as  there  may  be  occafion. 
'  For  Deafnefs,  and  in  Paiifs,  jNJoifes,  or  Singing  in  the  Ears,  a 
Bit  of  Cotton,  or  black  Sheep's  Wool  taken  from  the  Neck,  mould 
he  dipped  in  the  Spirit,  and  the  Earitopped  with  it. 
-  And  for  Dimnefs  of  the  Eyes,  Sorenefs,  «r  any  other  Humouts 
attending  them,  wet  the  Finger  in  the  Spirits,  flroking  it  round  the 
Eye-lid,  every  Morning  and  Evening,:  but  Care  fhould  betaken  to 
keep  the  Eye  (hut,  while  the  Spirit  is  ufing,  to  prevent  its  making 
the  Eye  fmart. 

' 

All  Families  that  have- once  experienced  the 
Virtues  of  this  valuable  Bathing  Spirit,  will  never 
be  without  it;  and  will  be  careful  to  have  the  true 
Sort,  marked  with  an  Impression  as  in  the  Margin. 
Beware  of  Counterfeits. 


1;  »k»w,  P„nt«r,         FtlUr-Un.,  torn 


The  above  is  a  reproduction  of  the  quaint  handbill  formerly  sent 
out  with  Freeman's  bathing-spirits,  an  old  proprietary  still 
manufactured  by  Barclay  &  Sons. 


Liquid  medicines  were  largely  ordered  in  separate  draughts, 
which  were  charged  at  the  rate  of  from  6(1.  to  Is.  each. 
Ointments  were  sent  out  in  gallipots  tied  over  with  bladder. 

The  following  prescriptions  are  taken  at  random  from  a 
prescription-book  for  1807  which  Messrs.  Randall  &  Son, 
Southampton,  have  lent  us.  Almost  every  entry  in  the  book 
is  of  interest,  as  showing  the  state  of  pharmacy  at  the  time. 
Each  day  an  entry  of  the  date  was  made  in  Latin,  a  prac- 
tice which  still  obtains  in  many  pharmacies  in  this  country. 
The  prescriptions  are  usually  written  in  full  Latin,  the  use 
of  the  latter  language  being  almost  universal  with  physicians 
at  that  time.  The  prices  affixed  to  the  prescriptions  are 
those  which  appear  at  the  margin  of  the  book,  and  do  not 
appear  at  all  high  compared  with  the  prices  obtained  for 
dispensing  in  good  pharmacies  to-day.  A  note  to  the 
apothecary  to  draw  off  so  much  blood  is  frequently  found  in 
the  book,  the  charge  for  this  service  being  2s.  6d. : — 

P.  Sapte  Esq. 

R    Radicis  colombas  contusi    ...       ...  5vj. 

Corticis  Winteraui  ...       ...       ...  5ij. 

Caryophilloe  aromaticas      ...       ...  5j- 

Sinapis  albi  pulverati        ...       ...  5iij. 

Aquse  ferventi    Lib.  j. 

Macera  per  4or  horis  et  cola. 

  Jiss. 

-  5j- 

...  gr.  xv. 


R.    Hujus  infusi  

Tincturse  colombse  ... 
Magnesias  alba?  calcinate 


Misce  fiat  haustus,  bis  die,  vacuo  ventriculo,  phialo  agitando 
sumeudus.    Mitte  No.  vj.  (5s.) 

This  is  an  example  of  a  prescription  for  draughts.  The 
price  of  the  six  draughts  seems  fairly  remunerative.  Winter's 
bark  has  now  become  a  museum  curiosity.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  mag.  carb.  was  called  magnesia  alba  in  the 
P.L.  1738,  and  mag.  oxid.  was  magnesia  usta.  In  the 
P  D.  1807  the  carbonate  was  simply  called  magnesia,  the 
oxide  was  magnesia  usta. 

JI.JR.7L  Princess  Sophia  Matilda. 

R    Misturas  camphoratse, 

Aquas  pimento  aa     ...       ...  ...  Jiiiss. 

Spiritus  ammonite  eompositas  ...  5iij. 

Spiritus  astheris  nitrosi      ...  ...  5ij- 

Syrupus  papaveris  erratici ...  ...  5iij. 

M.  sumat  coclilearia  tria  ampla  pro  re  nata. 

The  syr.  papav.  erratici  (syrup  of  wild  poppies)  would  be 
now  represented  by  syr.  rhceados.  The  above  mixture  was 
charged  2<.  6d. 


Mrs.  Bai/nard. 


R,    Julep  e  creta  ... 

Tincturte  cmnamomi 
Tinctune  thebiacas  .. 


5vnj. 
guttas  xx. 


BT.  fiat  mistura  sumat  coclilearia  iij.  post  singulas  secies 
liquidas.    (?s ) 

Julep  was  a  word  used  to  denote  preparations  which  were 
later  known  as  misturEe.  The  word,  which  indicates  a  liquid 
medicine  oE  pleasant  taste,  is  of  Persian  origin.  Tr. 
thebiaca;,  P.L.,  resembled  vin.  opii,  P.P.  1885,  being  made 
by  digesting  opium  colatum  gij.,  cinnamon,  cloves  aa  5j. 
in  white  wine  lb.  j.  for  a  week.  A  diarrhoea-mixture  of  to-day 
bears  a  striking  resemblance  to  above. 

Mr.  BulLir. 

R    Conservae  cynobati   ^ij. 

Syrupi  papaveris  erratici   ...       ...  3iss. 

Mucilaginis  mimosas  niloticas       ...  5j- 

Misce  fiat  linctus. 

Capiat  cochlearium  minimum  uuum  tussi  urgente. 

The  first  ingredient  is  confection  of  hips,  and  the  last 
ingredient  mucilage  of  acacia,  Mimosa  nilotiea  being  an  old 
botanical  name  for  Acacia  Senegal. 

D-E 
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Captn.  Prescott. 

B  Myrrh., 

Mastich , 
Bol.  armen., 

Sang,  dracon  aa  in  pulv.     •••       ...  Suss. 
M.  ft.  dentif. 

Dragon's-blood  was  in  common  use  as  an  astringent,  but 
seems  to  have  soon  afterwards  been  replaced  by  kino,  which 
was  not  so  expensive. 

Uhc  Honhlc.  Mrs.  Wallop. 

B    Pulveris  Ja~obi  veri...       ...       ...  3j. 

Pulveris  rhabarbari ...       ...       ...    gr.  c. 

Mucilaginis  arabici  gummi...       ...    quod  satis  sit 

Misce  fia'.it  pilube  viginti.    (2s.  6d.) 

Notice  the  word  "rhabarbarum,"  which  was  replaced  by 
'rheum  "  in  the  P.L.,  1809. 

<S7r  Joseph  Yorke. 

Mittatur  statim  sanguis  e  brachio  Jxviij. 


B    Spongiee  ustas         ...       ...       ...  5vj. 

Decocti  cinchonas    ...       ...       ...  3X- 

Decoque  ad  uncias  octo  et  cola  per  ehartam. 

V,    Decocti  sponghe      ...       ...       ...  Jij. 

Succi  cicutie  inspissati      ...       ...    gr.  ij. 

Syrupi  tolutani    ...  |ss. 


Misce  fiat  haustus,  bis  quotidie  sumendus.   Mitte  quatuor.  (3s.) 

Few  present  day  dispensers  could  perform  the  first  instruc- 
tion. The  burnt  sponge  would  yield  a  little  potassium  iodide 
to  the  decoction.  Succus  cicutre  inspissatns  was  prepared 
by  evaporating  the  expressed  juice  of  hemlock-leaves. 

the  Honhle.  Mrs.  Be  Grey. 

B    Infnsi  gentiana?  composites         ...  ov- 
Tinctures  colombae, 

Tinctures  aurantii  cortieis  aa       ...  §j. 

Dosis  cocblearia  ij.  ampla  ter  die  vacuo  stomacho.  (2s.) 

Tr.  colombre  first  appeared  in  the  P.L.,  1788. 

Mrs .  C  \i  iii/Ii  ho  it  rue. 

B    Unguenti  calcis  hydrargyri  albi  ...  3j. 
Ziiici  calcinati        ...       ...       ...  5nj. 

Accurati  terantur  fiat  unguentum,  omni  nocte  usurpandum. 

(9d.) 

Ung.  hydrargyri  ammoniati  and  zinci  oxidum. 
G.  Manriington,  Esq. 

B    Hydrargyri  muriati  ...       ...       ...    gr.  viij. 

Solve  in — 

Aqua  mentha  sativa    5ij- 

Dein  cum  q.s.  mica  panis  f.  massa.  Dividenda  in  pilulas  aequales 
No.  lx.,  quarum  ij.  mane  et  vesperi  sumendas. 

The  dose  of  hydrargyri  muriati  (corrosive  sublimate)  seems 
large  to  modern  dispensers,  but  the  close  in  posologies  of  the 
time  is  given  as  £  to  §  gr. 

Lady  Thomas. 


ft    Magnesia?  vitriolatoe, 

Salis  Eupellensi  aa  ...       ...       ...  jj. 

Aquae  distillata?    lb.  ij. 

Tincturse  sennie    3ij- 


Sit  solutio  capiat  cyantho  primo  mane  et  repet.  hora  x.  quotidie. 
Mag.  vitriol,  is  the  old  name  for  magnesium  sulphate,  and 
sal.  Rupellensis  is  Rochcllc  salt. 

Mastr.  G.  Jordan. 

B    Kali  prseparati    3j- 

Succi  limonis  ...       ...       ...  §iss, 

Syrupi  tolutani, 

Mucilaginis  arabici  gummi  aa      ...  §ss. 

Aquoe  aurantii         ...       ...       ...  5ij- 

Misce  fiat  mistura. 

Cape  cocblearinm  largum  unum  omni  secunda  bora.    (If.  6(7.) 

B    Lactis  amygdalae     ...       ...       ...  lb.  j,  (1.°.) 


The  new  French  chemical  notation  was  introduced  into 
the  P.L.,  1809.  In  the  Pharmacopoeia  official  when  above 
prescription  was  written,  potassium  bicarbonate  was  called 
kali  prreparatum.  Lac  amygdalre  is  now  called  mistura 
amygdala:. 

These  prescriptions  and  other  facts  fairly  reflect  the  con- 
dition of  pharmacy  in  England  during  the  first  decade  of  the 
century,  and  the  illustrations  given  point  to  some  of  the 
facts.  The  apothecary  was  still  the  high-class  pharmacist 
of  the  period,  and  his  capabilities  are  excellently  exhibited 
in  the  prescription-book  from  which  we  have  quoted,  for 
William  Randall  the  first  was  an  L.S.A.,  and  his  son  and 
grandson  were  brought  up  on  the  same  lines.  The  druggist 
of  the  time  was  moving  more  and  more  into  the  apothecary's 
domain,  and  as  the  latter  trenched  upon  the  physician's 
ground,  the  druggist  began  to  be  the  recognised  dis- 
penser as  well  as  vendor  of  medicines,  so  that  the  progress- 
of  pharmacy  in  this  country  during  the  century  is  due  chiefly 
to  the  druggist  class. 


peraonaUtica. 


Mr.  John  B.  Bower,  chemist,  Macclesfield,  has  beer* 
elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  Anthony  W.  Crisp,  dispenser,  Martham,  has  been 
returned  as  a  member  of  the  Rollesby  District  Council  and 
Board  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  Woolmer  White  (Timothy  White  Company,  chemists,. 
Portsmouth)  has  been  elected  President  of  the  Central  Con- 
servative Club,  Portsmouth. 

Miss  M.  L.  Thorpe  has  been  appointed,  from  fifteen 
applicants — male  and  female — to  the  post  of  dispenser  at  the 
Hampstead  Workhouse  Infirmary,  at  a  salary  of  60£.  per 
annum. 

Mr.  George  J.  Seabury  (of  Seabury  &  Johnson,  New- 
York  and  London)  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
American  Protective  Tariff  League's  Committee  on  Litera- 
ture for  the  coming  political  campaign. 

Dr.  J.  E.  Dutton,  one  of  the  members  of  the  second 
expedition  to  West  Africa  organised  by  the  Liverpool 
School  of  Tropical  Medicine,  is  brother  to  Mr.  H.  O.  Dutton, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  Rock  Ferry,  Cheshire. 

Councillor  R.  A.  Robinson,  chemist  and  druggist,  has- 
been  presented  with  a  handsome  old  English  lantern-clock 
by  the  members  of  the  Tunbridge  Wells  Tradesmen's  Asso- 
ciation, in  recognition  of  his  services  while  President  of  the 
Association. 

Mr.  Goddard  Clarke  (Potter  &  Clarke)  has  been  electee! 
and  invested  as  Secretary  of  the  London  County  Council 
Lodge  2603  at  the  Hotel  Cecil  on  March  21.  At  the  same 
time  Bro.  T.  H.  W.  Idris  was  invested  as  Junior  Warden. 
Bro.  Col.  Probyn  is  one  of  the  Past  Masters  of  the  lodge. 

Mr.  John  Park,  who  for  many  years  has  acted  as  Liver- 
pool representative  of  Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  has  been 
removed  to  the  South  Scotch  and  Newcastle-on-Tyne 
journeys,  and  will  reside  in  Carlisle  in  future.  At  the  dinner 
of  the  Liverpool  Chemists'  Association  last  week  the  fact 
was  alluded  to,  and  Mr.  Park's  health  was  heartily  toasted. 

Mr.  R.  de  Vere,  Cornwell,  chief  dispenser,  the  Hospital, 
Rhodesia,  intends  shortly  returning  to  England  on  leave. 
Mr.  Cornwell  is  a  native  of  Cambridge,  and  after  studying  at 
the  Imperial  College  he  passed  the  Minor  in  1893.  Soon 
afterwards  he  obtained  an  appointment  in  Singapore,  sub- 
sequently going  to  Rhodesia.  During  his  stay  in  England 
he  intends  studying  the  analysis  of  food  and  drugs  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  the  post  of  analyst  under  the  newly- 
formed  Legislative  Council. 


The  planting  of  citronella-grass  in  the  Federated  Malay 
States  by  Singhalese  is  being  "extended.  One  owner  alone, 
who  has  a  plantation  outside  the  town  of  Negri  Sembilan, 
exported  last  year  2,080  quarts  of  citronella  oil. 
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©teervatfons  ant>  IReflections. 

By  Xrayser. 

Engineering  the  Election. — A  lively  contest  for  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  seems  to  be  assured,  and  the 
prospect  of  some  vigorous  plotting  and  counter-plotting 
is  already  manifest.  Anything  that  will  awaken  an  in- 
telligent interest  in  the  election  is  to  be  welcomed,  and  I 
see  nothing  to  object  to  in  legitimate  canvassing.  But  the 
methods  of  promoting  the  election  or  disparaging  the 
■chances  of  particular  candidates  which  have  been  practised 
heretofore — and  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  have  had  a  certain 
•degree  of  success — have  not  been  characterised  by  intelli- 
gence. Little  rings  of  superior  persons  have  been  formed, 
and  these  have  issued  circulars  stating  simply,  and  as  if 
that  were  conclusive,  that  in  their  glorified  opinions  the 
rejection  of  A,  B,  and  C  or  the  election  of  X,  Y,  and  Z 
would  be  a  national  calamity.  If  they  think  so,  these 
leaders  are  obviously  justified  in  uttering  their  solemn 
warnings.  And  the  object  of  this  note  is  by  ho  means  to 
check  such  demonstrations.  The  only  comment  I  wish  to 
make  upon  them,  in  advance,  is  that  while  we,  the  ordinary 
voters,  will  receive  with  gratitude  any  guidance  based  upon 
definite  facts  or  clear  principles,  we  are  growing  less  and 
less  disposed  to  submit  to  oracular  prejudice  or  to  caucus 
dictation.  Every  person  qualified  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  is  capable  of  thinking  for  himself, 
and  those  who  do  not  take  enough  interest  in  the  Council 
election  to  exercise  their  own  opinions  about  it  should,  in 
fairness,  abstain  from  voting.  A  majority  of  the  rest  will, 
I  hope,  resent  any  attempt  that  may  be  made  to  dragoon 
their  opinions,  from  whatever  quarter  it  may  come. 

*  *  *  * 

The  Brisbane  Chemist  who  so  temperately  advocated 
reciprocity  of  pharmaceutical  qualifications  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  colonies  at  the  meeting  of  the  Western 
Chemists'  Association  last  week  presented  a  plausible  case  ; 
but  the  accomplishment  of  his  desire  will,  I  fear,  involve  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  if  it  ever  comes  to  be  tackled  seriously. 
It  looks,  no  doubt,  very  anomalous  that  a  man  who  has  been 
certified  to  be  competent  to  sell  poisons  in  England  should 
be  legislatively  declared  to  be  unfit  to  sell  them  in  Queens- 
land ot  Ireland,  and  vice  versa.  But  legislation  is  often 
bound  to  be  anomalous.  If  there  were  no  such  thing  as 
<leath  in  the  world,  our  Pharmacy  Act  would  have  been  more 
logically  framed;  but  in  drafting  it  our  predecessors  had 
the  sense  to  allow  for  inevitable  circumstances.  A  dozen 
qualifying-bodies  would  almost  certainly  compete  with  each 
•other,  and  the  one  most  eager  for  guineas  would  become  the 
most  popular  one  among  candidates.  The  Australasian 
Boards  do  not  yet  trust  each  other,  nor  do  I  gather  that 
they  even  propose  to  do  so  under  their  Federation.  This 
should  be  at  least  their  first  step.  But,  if  complete 
reciprocity  may  not  be  at  present  attainable,  it  by  no  means 
follows  that  no  approach  to  it  is  practicable.  The  earlier 
stages  of  qualification  might  perhaps  be  made  more  uniform 
and  interchangeable.  Thus,  for  example,  when  our  Minor 
comes  to  be  divided,  we  might  only  insist  on  the  final 
examination  in  the  case  of  persons  who  have  passed  pre- 
liminary tests  similar  to  our  earlier  ones  abroad.  By  some 
such  arrangement  as  this  reciprocity  with  fair  protection 

would  be  almost  secured. 

*  *  *  * 

A  Chemist's  Business  in  two  hands  only  for  over  a 
century  is,  I  should  think,  an  unprecedented  history. 
That  the  two  owners  should  both  have  been  unmarried 
ladies,  as  was  the  case  with  the  Crediton  business  men- 
tioned last  week,  adds  to  the  interest.     It  does  not  need 


the  testimony  of  the  paragraph  to  be  sure  that  these  two 
ladies,  Miss  Wreford  and  Miss  Street,  who  carried  on  that, 
business  for  so  long  a  period,  must  have  been  endowed  with 
a  great  deal  of  ability,  and  have  served  their  generation 
well.  I  doubt,  however,  if  any  sound  inferences  as  to  the 
qualifications  of  women  for  pharmacy  can  be  drawn  from 
this  incident.  As  dispensers  intelligent  young  women  are 
perhaps  exceptionally  suited,  and  it  will  not  be  surprising 
if  in  the  near  future  they  take  over  a  great  deal  of  that 
work.  But  a  woman  is  very  rarely  a  born  trader.  She 
will  continue  in  one  line  and  in  the  prosecution  of 
monotonous  work,  with  much  more  patience  than  the  average 
man,  but  she  is  deficient  in  that  initiative,  that  adaptation 
of  her  abilities  to  circumstances,  which  was  pointed  to  as 
the  secret  of  success  in  the  editorial  article  on  "  Evolution  in 
Pharmacy  "  last  week.  But  what  a  peaceful  restful  world 
this  would  be  if  we  were  all  content  to  fill  our  little  span  and 
do  our  little  piece  of  work  conscientiously  throughout  a  life- 
time as  the  late  Miss  Street  of  Crediton  did. 

*  *  *  * 

Shops  and  Stalls. — The  Statistical  Abstract  of  the 
London  County  Council  contains  the  records  of  a  vast 
amount  of  work  of  great  social  interest.  The  following  is 
one  little  specimen  fact  which  can  be  gathered  from  it.  The 
report  for  1898-99,  the  latest  one  issued,  is  the  one  I  am 
quoting  from.  From  the  summary  of  the  work  of  the  in- 
spectors under  the  Weights  and  Measures  Act  in  the  County 
of  London,  it  appeal's  that  the  total  number  of  inspections 
made  in  1898  (including  weights,  measures,  and  weighing- 
instruments)  reached  a  total  of  1,188,490,  and  that  in 
1,160,195  instances  the  weight,  pleasure,  or  weighing- 
instrument  was  found  correct,  and  only  in  28,285  cases  was 
it  found  incorrect.  That  is,  say,  there  was,  on  the  general 
average,  one  incorrect  weight,  &c,  to  forty-one  correct 
ones.  But  the  figures  are  also  given  in  the  report 
separately  as  regards  "  trade-premises  "  and  "  stalls."  The 
former  preponderate  enormously,  and,  therefore,  the  com- 
parison is  hardly  fair,  but  it  is  striking.  On  trade-premises 
correct  weights,  measures,  and  instruments  were  found  to 
the  number  of  1,124,099  and  incorrect  ones  26,151,  say 
forty-three  to  one.  At  stalls  the  proportion  of  correct  to 
incorrect  ones  was  only  seventeen  to  one :  36,096  correct 
weights,  &c,  to  2,134  incorrect  ones. 

*  *  *  * 

The  Eailway  Autocratic. — The  carriage  of  dangerous 
goods  is  sometimes  a  matter  of  importance  to  chemists, 
and  it  is  rather  a  surprise  to  find  that  railway  com- 
panies cannot  be  compelled  to  carry  them  at  all,  or,  if 
they  are  gracious  enough  to  do  so,  are  in  no  way 
responsible  for  them.  This  result  came  out  in  an  action 
tried  at  the  Wandsworth  County  Court  on  February  28, 
before  Judge  Lushington.  The  London  Wax  Vesta  Company 
sent  two  cases  of  matches  to  the  depot  of  the  L.  &  S.W. 
Railway  Company  for  transmission  to  a  town  on  their  line. 
They  paid  5s.  4rf.  for  the  carriage,  which  was  at  the  com- 
pany's rate  for  such  goods,  and  no  more  was  heard  of  the 
matches.  The  Wax  Vesta  Company  sued  the  railway 
company  for  8/.  10s.  2d.,  the  value  of  the  matches,  and 
5s.  4c/.  the  carriage  they  had  paid.  The  defendant  company 
relied  on  a  condition  published  by  them  in  respect  to 
dangerous  goods  thus  worded :  "  The  duties  of  common 
carriers  in  respect  of  goods  conveyed  under  this  agreement 
are  not  undertaken  by  the  company,  nor  are  they  answerable 
for  loss  or  damage,  actual  or  consequential."  It  was  agreed 
that  under  Section  105  of  the  Railway  Clauses  Act,  1845,  the 
company  were  not  bound  to  carry,  and  that  a  decision  of 
Justice  Lindley's  entitled  them  to  make  what  conditions 
they  pleased  if  they  did  carry.  It  was,  however,  contended 
on  behalf  of  the  plaintiffs  that  that  section  had  been 
virtually  repealed,  and  that  the  railway  company  were 
common  carriers  of  these  goods  ai  d  could  not  avoid  their 
responsibilities.  The  Judge,  how<  vei\  decided  against  this 
view,  holding  that  the  railway  company  were  entitled  to 
take  advantage  of  the  provision  in  the  Act  of  1845.  The 
facts  and  the  judgment  are  set  forth  fully  in  the  Ltnc  Times 
of  March  17. 
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Jfr   "SANITAS"  ^ 

EMBROCATION 

8d.,  1/-.,  and  2/6  Bottles. 

"SANITAS" 

INn  OTHER 

DISINFECTANTS 

SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Kingzett's  Patents) 

Gd.,  9d.,  and  1/-  each. 

"  FORMIC-SULPHUGATORS,"  1/-  &  1/6'each. 
PRESERVED   PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 

(Kingzett's  Patent). 
MOTH   PAPER,   BLOCKS    AND  CRYSTALS 
WEED    r  ESTROYER,  &c,  &C. 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  CREEN,  LONDON. 

<£|£     and  636-642  W.  55  Street,  NEW  .YORK.  ^ 

LAMBING  SEASON. 

^^^^^^^                  THE  ORIGINAL 

^^^My*  "LUDDINGTON'S 

^^^fffRj^P^/^^W^^<''(^3^   These  valuable  Lambing  Oil 

-^-^♦CS^la^R^SsSi- jE  iSsl^^^^^S--  ''v,'rv  ''afmer  and  Shephen? 
jjg!?       ~                                          yfA   m  l.m>'..|,|.|,ir>-  iiii'l  :i.l;"i.,.ur 

In  Bottles,  1/-,  2/6,  and  5/-.     Liberal  Terms.     Attractive  Printed  Matter. - 
Only  Address — 

TOMLINSON  &  HAYWARD,  c^SLs»B.  1 IN1C0LN. 

^J^s*.         PATENTS,    DESIGNS,  AND 

/€P-f|?V              TRADE  MARKS. 

tit  /^?0iVy^.    Searches  effected  through  the  Classified  Volumes  oft. 
q)S&blsSl£Zr  1   tS<S  "le  ®oc'e'y  a*  reasonable  charges.  Registrations 
g[TI^©rT(^CT'Dl^  throughout  the  world.  Advice  *s  to  infringements 
^^v5-<<^/^«                       preliminary  to  litigation. 

^^p/  TRADE  MARK  PROTECTION  SOCIETY, 

1  FURNIVAL  STREET,  E.G. 

GUARANTEED 
GALENICALS. 

BRISTOL  AND  EXETER, 

iTPriACA^T          For  making 

1^1  1^  Y         SPT.  /ETHER  NIT. 
*  *      V^4^  *                B.P.  1898. 
"  Deserves  the  gratitude  of  medicine  and  pharmacy.'" 

—  The  Chemist  &  Druggist. 

Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Cft  London  &  Sydney. 

Ebitoual  Continents 

English  Toximetry. 

The  drug-trade's  chief  interest  in  the  Registrar-General's', 
report  centres  round  the  poison-record.     Of  the  552,141 
people  who  died  in  England  and  Wales  during  1898,  only 
1,114  met  death  through  poisons  and  poisonous  vapours. 
In  the  next  column  we  print  the  details,  showing  sex,  and 
whether  the  deaths  were  accidental  (620)  or  suicidal  (494). 
A  clear  distinction  must  be  made  between  accidental  and 
suicidal  poisoning.     The  figures  dealing  with  the  former- 
include  dietetic,  industrial,  and  surgical  cases,  which  are- 
outside  the  Pharmacy  Act ;  indeed,  of  the  total  accidental 
fatalities,  less  than  a  third  (323)  were  due  to  substances, 
regarded  by  the  State  as  poisons.    An  analysis  of  the  figures, 
on  the  accidental  side  comes  out  as  follows  : — 

Non-pharmaceutical  poisons      ...       ...       ...  353> 

Pharmaceutical  poisons — 

Scheduled   13f 

Unscheduled   104 

Kind  not  stated      ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  29 

Reference  to  the  complete  table  will  show  that  more  than* 
three-fourt  hs  of  the  accidental  fatalities  are  due  to  overdosage 
of  narcotics,  and  the  ages  of  death  prove  that  the  majority 
of  these  accidents  happen  to  persons  of  mature  judgment  ~ 
thus,  out  of  53  males  who  died  in  1898  from  laudanum- 
poisoning  43  were  over  25  years  of  age,  and  of  32  females 
27  were  over  25  years  of  age.    A  total  of  96  accidental 
fatalities  from  opium-preparations  in  cne  year  is  the  bens- 
possible  tribute  to  the  efficacy  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  and  the 
manner  in  which  registered  chemists  and  druggists  cany  out 
its  provisions,  for  the  average  sale  of  these  rarcotics  per  week, 
divided  by  the  number  of  chemists  and  druggists  in  business. 

"  HIPI.W 

Can  be  obtained  from  all  Ohemuts, 

Grocers,  &c,  in  4-oz.  Tina,  — ""^f^ \ 

f\%  VSVll     V»**^^-~-"                  obtained     f  i  <  m  all 

A     lr\Jl*"^-»^^-',"""'',Clh  mists,  Groeeis,  &c,  in  4-oz.  Tins, 
|%  ^^0^-^"^                                    I  rice  Is. 
SOLD  WHOLESALE  BY 

GEO.  NELSON,  DALE  &  CO.,  Ld. 

14  DOWCATE  HILL,  LONDON,  E.G. 

KOLA**  AST!  EH 

(GRANULATED). 

Contains  all  the  active  princip  es  of  the  Ko!a  Nut,  Caffeine,  Theobro. 
mine,  Kola  Red  and  Tannin  in  a  so  uble,  agreeable,  and  portable  form. 
Recommended  as  a  poweiful  stimulant  of  the  physical  and  mental  forces 
Retail  3, 6  per  bottle ;  Wholesale  34,  -  per  dozen. 

WILCOX  d&  Co. 

£3  Mortimer  ct.  G'.  Portland  St.,  W., 
Wholesale  Importers  and  Exporters  of  all 

FRENCH  AND  GERMAN 

Specialities  and 

PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES. 

Goc<?s  not  in  S  cck  rrocured  to  order. 
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Acetic,  acid 
Aconite 

Alcohol   

Ammonia  

Anaesthetics  :  — 

Chloroform 

Ether  

Kind  not  stated  ' 

Antifebrin   

Antimony  

Arsenic 

Beans   

Benzol 

Belladonna,  atropine 
Bichromate  of  potash  ... 
Bromoform 
Camphor  liniment 
Carbolic  acid 
Carbon  monoxide 
Carbonic-acid  gas 
Carburetted  hydrogen  ... 
Caustic  potash  ... 
Caustic  soda 

Chloral   

Chloride  of  zinc  ... 
Chlorodyne 

Coal-gas  

Cocaine 
Creosote  ... 
Cupric  sulphate  ... 
Cyanide  of  potassium  ... 
Cyanide  mercury... 
Diachylon 
Fish,  poisonous  ... 
Fish  and  meat,  tinned  . . . 
Food,  poisonous  ... 
Foul  air  ... 
Fruit,  unripe 

Fumes,  coke   

Fumes,  charcoal  ... 
Fumes,  chlorine-gas 

Fumes,  kiln   

Fumes,   nitric    and  sulphuric 

acids  ...   

Fumes,  stove   

Fumes,  sulphur  ... 
Gas,  kind  not  stated 
Hydrochloric  acid 
Ice-cream  ... 
Tnfants'  preservative 

Io'ine  

-Lavender- flower  ... 

Lead   

Liniment  ...   

Mercuric  chloride 
Mercury  ... 
Mercury  precipitate 
Mushrooms 
Narcotic  ... 

Nitric  acid   

Oil  of  cloves   

Opium,  laudanum,  morphia 
Oxalic  acid 

Paraffin   

Phosphorus  and  matches 
Poisonous  berries 
Potass,  nitrate  ... 
Prussic  acid,  oil  of  almonds 

Ptomaines   

Salt  of  lemon 
Sewer-gas... 
Sheep-rot  mixture 

Smoke   

Strychnia,  nux  vomica  ... 

Snlphonal  

Surphuric  acid   

Turpentine   

Vermin-killer   

Weed-killer   

Zinc  sulphate   

Kind  not  stated  


Negligence 
and  Accidents 


Suicides 


Male  Female    Male  Female 


3 
3 
5 

42 
3 
7 
1 
1 
1 

1 
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15 
6 
6 
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10 

2 
1 


2 
1 
1 

1 

1 

3 

2 
1 

3 
2 

10 
3 
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114 
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2 
1 
1 

2 
53 
2 
2 
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19 
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32 
4 
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22 
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1 
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2 
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22 
2 
1 
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3 
1 
5 
1 
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19 


87 


21 
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13 
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35 
21 


25 
1 
1 

14 

2 

3 
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27 
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82 


20 
1 

3 
1 

1 

4 

21 
13 


11 

2 
1 

2 

1 
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in  England  and  Wales,  would  provide  sufficient  to  account  for 
the  whole  of  the  fatalities  in  a  year. 

Coming  to  the  figures  for  suicides,  we  find  the  complexion 
of  affairs  quite  changed.  The  non-pharmaceutical  poisons 
drop  out,  and  we  get  the  following  analysis  :  

Pharmaceutical  poisons — 

Scheduled,  Part  1   90 

Scheduled,  Part  II   102 

Unscheduled     ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  251. 

Not  stated   ...       ...       ...    59 

This  shows  that  out  of  494  people  who  chose  poison  as  the 
means  to  end  their  existence  302  were  deterred  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Pharmacy  Act  from  seeking  scheduled  poisons. 
Of  the  latter,  two  which  are  used  for  industrial  purposes 
(oxalic  acid  and  potassium  cyanide)  are  alone  accountable 
for  58  deaths,  or  about  a  third.  Potassium  cyanide  is  the 
pessimistic  jeweller  and  goldsmith's  favourite  last  draught. 

We  note  a  slight  improvement  in  the  carbolic-acid 
figures:  there  were  only  206  deaths  from  it  in  1898,  as  com- 
pared with  219  in  1897;  but  even  206  out  of  356  deaths  due 
to  unscheduled  poisons  is  a  proportion  which  the  mos 
bigoted  believer  in  the  virtue  of  carbolic  acid  must 
tremble  a*-.  A  11  the  scheduled  poisons  and  their  preparations, 
numbering  not  far  short  of  a  hundred,  are  accountable  for 
only  192  suicid  es,  ccmjared  to  caibolic's  169  suicides.  Yet 
the  Legislature  and  our  pharmaceutical  authorities  permit 
the  Privy  Counc  il  to  ignore  the  clamant  need  for  placing  the 
same  restriction  s  upon  the  sale  ef  this  hcmble  poison  which 
have  been  so  beneficial  and  merciful  to  the  public  in  regard  to 
other  articles.  The  matter  is  or.e  which  should  receive  the 
immediate  attention  of  the  Legislature,  especially  as  the 
season  is  approaching  when  the  carbolic  fiend  stalks  through' 
the  land  with  increased  vigour. 

"If  Possible." 

Glasgow  complacency  in  rejecting  the  present  chance  of 
dealing  with  pharmacy  companies  for  the  sake  of  treating  the 
subject  in  a  Pharmacy  Bill  is  excusable  ;  the  speakers  had  not 
the  opportunity  of  learning  what  the  President  of  the 
Society  thinks  of  the  matter.  In  his  speech  at  Liverpool, 
which  had  been  committed  to  writing  beforehand,  Mr. 
Martindale  reviewed  the  situation  ably  from  his  point  of 
view,  and  remarkeel  that  "the  Council  think  it  would  be 
belter  to  amend  the  Pharmacy  Act  by  special  lcgisla'.'on 
hereafter  if  possible."  The  last  two  words  he  emphasised, 
and  proceeded  to  show  how  slim  are  the  chances  of  getting 
any  legislation  of  the  kind.  How  very  absurel  is  it,  there- 
fore, to  throw  the  present  opportunity  away  1  It  will  be 
noted  that  Mr.  Martindale  lias  a  policy,  a  good  one  too. 
He  said : — 

The  formation  of  company-pharmacies  by  company-machinery 
as  at  present  done,  should  be  stopped,  and  those  at  present  carry- 
ing on  our  business  must  be  subjected  to  restrictions.  This  wilt 
be  a  task  for  the  new  Pharmaceutical  Council. 

This  is  not  an  unreasonable  policy  ;  it  is  more  than  some 
of  us  dream  of  getting.  We  insist,  however,  it  is  not  the 
new  Council's  task  but  the  present  Council's  duty.  They 
have  failed  in  the  frontal  attack,  but  recent  events  in  a 
larger  sphere  have  demonstrated  the  superiority  of  the- 
flank  movement,  and  we  are  getting  weekly  demonstrations 
of  its  success  in  pharmacy.  "  The  honourable  members 
expressed  themselves  in  accorelance  with  the  views  of  the 
deputation,"  is  the  report  that  we  get  from  Leicester,  and 
substantially  the  same  from  other  quarters  in  which  the 
chemists  have  been  able  to  present  their  case,  yet  amidst 
these  favourable  indications  for  an  advance  wc  are  ordered 
to  retreat.  And  why  ?  Because  our  guns  arc  not  all  of  one 
calibre  ! 
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Another  aspect  of  the  situation  which  influences  the 
retreat  is  that  the  enemy  informs  us  that  onr  commissariat  is 
weak.  Mr.  Martindale  told  the  Western  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion last  week  that  Mr.  Ritchie  had,  stated  in  effect  that  the 
public  had  not  .been  properly  safeguarded  through  the 
ineffective  way  in  which  Pharmacy  Act  prosecutions  had 
been  carried  out — a  very  proper  subject  for  inquiry  by  a 
Departmental  Committee,  but  not  one  to  cave  in  upon.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  has  never  had  the 
assistance  of  the  Crown  authorities  in  the  detective  and 
attorney  business  which  has  been  imposed  upon  it :  the  Iri.-h 
Society  Las;  Here  any  exceptional  prosecution  is  mtt  with 
outcries  of  "trade  protection."  What  would  it  be  if  the 
Public  Prosecutor  acted  in  place  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  ?  There  would  be  needed  a  Government  Department 
with  inspectors  whose  business  it  would  be  to  ferret  out 
cases,  which  virtually  means  inspection.  This  is  the  logical 
outcome  of  one  of  the  remedies  for  reform  which  have  been 
advocated  during  the  past  few  years,  the  State  protection 
and  regulation  of  pharmacies  which  exists  in  Germany  being 
specially  mentioned.  Whether  that  is  a  desirable  thing  or 
not  may  be  judged  by  this  example,  which  comes  to  us  this 
week,  of-  how  things  :are  conducted  in  Germany.  The 
Prussian  Minister  for  religious,  educational,  and  medical 
matters  has  set  forth  in  a  new  decree  that  all  tablets  con- 
taining substances  mentioned  in  tables  B  and  C  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia  (poisons)  must  not  be  kept  in  stock,  but  made 
up  only  when  required.  Tablets;  of  animal  substances  and 
corrosive  sublimate  are  excepted,  the  latter  because  they  are 
already  prepared  for  dispensing  if  made  according  to  the 
formula  of  the  Pharmacopoeia.  We  learn  further  that  a  Com- 
mission appointed  at  the  meeting  in  Dantzic  of  the  Apotheker- 
Verein  to  study  the  best  system  for  the  allocation  of  pharma- 
cies in  the  country  have  recommended  that  before  any 
concession  for  the  opening  of  a  new  pharmacy  is  granted  by 
the  Government,  its  necessity  and  chances  of  success  must  be 
taken  into  account  by  a  commission  appointed  by  pharma- 
cists. The  views  of  proprietors  of  businesses  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood who  are  likely  to  suffer  must  first  be  heard,  and 
the  applicant  who  has  been  the  first  amongst  the  candidates 
to  pass  his  examination  will  get  the  concession  should  it  be 
considered  advisable.  Those  who  have  already  been  in 
another  branch  more  than  live  years,  or  who  have  had  a 
business,  may  only  compete  with  the  permission  of  the 
Government.  After  being  three  years  in  possession  of  a 
new  business,  the  owner  must  pay  an  annual  tax,  which  is 
to  be  calculated  upon  three  years'  average  profits.  He  may, 
if  he  choose,  sell  his  business  after  ten  years  ;  but  no  pharma- 
cist is  to  get  a  concession  more  than  three  times,  and  any 
false  declarations  of  profit  will  be  treated  as  defrauding  the 
taxes.  These  resolutions,  which  are  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Government,  have  received  the  approval  of  the  majority  of 
German,  pharmacist0,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that 
they  will  not  be  conceded  by  the  Government.  Devotees  of 
"professional"  aspirations  need  not  be  alarmed,  or  think 
that  the  condition  of  affairs  on  the  Continent  tends  to 
decadence,  for  in  Belgium  we  note  that  the  pharmaciens  of 
Liege  are  distributing  to  their  clients  a  circular  in  which 
tli  v  state  that  in  future  only  the  total  amount  due  to  them 
will  be  stated  in  their  bills,  thus  following  the  example  of  ; 
the  doctors.  The  reason  given  is  that  pharmacy  is  not  a 
commercial  business,  but  a  profession  which  requires  long- 
study  and  a  University  diploma,  and  a  pharmacist  should 
devote  his  entire  time  to  compounding  and  analysing  his 
preparations,  and  should  not  be  hampered  with  the  worry  of 
commercial  transactions.  This  is  looked  upon  as  a  move  to 
raise  the  standard  of  the  profession. 
We  ask  those  who  advocate  professionalism  and  the  simili- 


tude of  continental  protection  for  British  pharmacy  to  square 
these  examples  of  actualities  with  British  sentiment,  then  to 
come  back  to  the  main  point.  There  is  now  before  Parlia- 
ment a  Bill  which  proposes,  amongst  other  things,  to  regulate 
pharmacy  companies.  Shall  we  give  up  this  opportunity  of 
getting  what  is  required  for  the  "  if  possible"  which  is  to  be 
the  task  of  a  new  Pharmaceutical  Council,  two-thirds  of 
which,  at  least,  will  be  old  members?  Clearly  the  answer 
is  "no,"  and  it  will  be  observed  that  this  is  the  view  which 
the  Irish  Council  is  taking  action  upon. 


Formosan  Camphor= monopoly. 

The  interest  of  the  drug-trade  this  week  has  been  centred 
in  camphor,  news  having  come  to  hand  that  the  Japanese 
Government  have  at  last  accomplished  something  definite 
with  regard  to  the  Formosan  output.  It  was  in  June  last 
that  the  Government  definitely  assumed  control  of  the 
industry,  and  in  August  they  framed  regulations  with 
regard  to  its  working.  Since  then  nothing  but  vague 
rumours  have  transpired  as  to  what  they  were  doing,  it  no 
doubt  being  a  fact  that  they  found  the  whole  situation 
bristling  with  difficulties.  Now,  however,  they  appear  to 
have  awakened  from  their  apparent  lethargy,  as  it  was 
announced  on  Monday  that  the  monopoly  had  been  put  in 
the  hands  of  one  firm  only — viz  ,  Messrs.  M.  Samuel  &  Co., 
the  well-known  merchants  of  London  and  Japan,  who  have 
paid  250,000/.  f<  r  the  concession.  It  appears  that 
there  were  about  twenty  foreign  firms  competing  for  the 
monopoly' from  the  Formosan  Administration  Office,  in- 
cluding Jardine,  Matheson  &  Co.  The  firm  in  question  are 
in  close  touch  with  the  Japanese  Government,  and  have  had 
many  business  transactions  with  them,  the  recent  Japanese 
loan  being  j  laced  in  their  hands.  It  appears  also  that  the 
monopoly  to  sell  the  crude  product  has  been  granted  for  a 
term  of  five  years,  and  that  the  price  has  already  been  fixed 
at  about  180,f.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  at  which  figure  forward 
contracts  will  be  made. 

We  are  informed  that  the  Japanese  Government  have  for 
the  past  six  months  been  quietly  buying  all  they  could, 
and  that  they  have  now  secured  12,000  piculs,  leaving,  it 
is  said,  900  piculs  not  under  their  control. 

It  is  said  to  be  their  intention  to  deal  with  consumers  in 
the  fairest  possible  manner,  and  to  that  end  they  guarantee 
(hat  the  quotation  will  not  be  reduced  below  the  minimum 
of  180.-;. — in  fact,  it  is  likely  to  go  higher,  as  they  intend 
to  limit  the  output  by  two-thirds,  and  the  effect  of  this  will 
be  felt  when  once  they  have  got  the  grip  of  the  market.  Of 
course  they  are  anxious  to  avoid  speculation,  and  they  will 
endeavour  by  all  possible  means  to  prevent  it  by  having  as  few 
fluctuations  as  possible  consistent  with  the  laws  of  supply  and 
demand.  They  will  also  endeavour  to  control  the  shipments,  so 
that  no  country — say,  for  instance,  the  United  States — 
will  be  able  to  accumulate  large  stocks.  One  London  firm  is 
already  reported  to  have  approached  the  controllers  with 
the  idea  of  taking  over  the  whole  output,  but  the  offer  has 
not  been  entertained.  The  Government  have  also  decided 
that  no  camphor  manufactured  in  Japan  will  be  allowed 
to  be  exported,  as  it  will  be  required  for  their  own  con- 
sumption, so  that  henceforth  all  crude  camphor  will  be  known 
as  Formosan. 

Meanwhile  importers  and  brokers  are  in  a  dilemma  as  to 
where  they  come  in,  for,  as  the  matter  now  stands,  the 
crude-camphor  business  has  been  taken  out  of  their  hands. 
At  the  present  time  there  is  no  business  to  be  done  except 
as  regards  spot  stock,  of  which  there  is  a  fair  quantity  here, 
especially  in  second  hands.  It  is  estimated  that  the  supply 
is  sufficient  to  keep  the  whole  consuming  trade  going  for 
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about  six  months,  as  there  is  a  stock  of  2,000  piculs  on  offer 
in  the  hands  of  London  brokers.  As  it  is,  dealers  here 
have  already  advanced  their  price  to  185s.,  or  5s.  over  the 
Government  price.  Importers  are  naturally  sceptical  as  to 
the  working  of  the  monopoly,  and  do  not  believe  that  it 
will  put  an  end  to  speculation.  They  also  contend  that 
junkloads  of  crude  camphor  have  been  smuggled  out  of  the 
island  and  conveyed  to  Hong  Kong  but  stringent  measures 
have  now  been  taken  by  the  Government  to  put  a  stop  to 
such  actions.  Refiners  do  not  seem  so  awkwardly  placed, 
as,  once  they  have  a  fixed  price  for  the  crude,  they  will  be 
able  to  regulate  the  refined  accordingly.  However,  they 
may  have  the  Japanese  Government  as  a  competitor,  as  it 
is  their  intention  to  refine  a  certain  amount  for  their  own 
consumption.  Indeed,  a  parcel  of  refined  from  Formosa 
was  offered  at  the  drug-auctions  in  February,  and  sold  at 
Is.  lOd.  per  lb.  The  establishment  of  this  monopoly  can 
have  but  one  effect  on  the  price  of  camphor,  and  that  will 
be  to  place  it  at  a  higher  figure.  Were  camphor  simply 
used  per  se  for  domestic  purposes,  no  advance  would 
probably  occur  ;  but  it  now  enters  largely  into  the  composi- 
tion of  celluloid  and  this  will  affect  many  things. 

Reports  which  have  been  received  from  Formosa  state 
that  the  island  is  now  settling  down  to  sound  industrial 
development.  The  whole  administration  is  being  handled 
by  experienced  Japanese  officials,  and  public  works  of 
various  kinds  are  being  undertaken.  There  is  also  a  steady 
flow  of  American  capital  into  the  island. 


POISONS   ON  APPRO. 

The  ingenious  defence  put  forward  by  a  registered 
chemist  at  Fulham  (see  page  530)  regarding  the  sale  of 
vermin-killer — viz.,  that  the  sale  had  not  been  completed 
because  it  was  not  paid  for,  therefore  no  entry  in  the 
poisons-book  was  made — will  not,  we  hope,  be  taken  as  a 
precedent  by  other  chemists  and  druggists.  It  is  true  that 
in  the  case  of  goods  delivered  on  sale  or  return  property  in 
the  goods  does  not  pass  from  seller  to  buyer  until  approval, 
or  after  the  lapse  of  a  reasonable  time  without  return  of  the 
goods  ;  but  it  will  be  noticed  that  delivery  is  a  part  of  such 
transaction,  and  Section  16  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  is  careful 
to  cover  this  part.  It  says,  "  on  every  sale  [sale  by  appro- 
bation, of  course,  included — Editor]  of  any  such  article  the 
seller  shall,  hefore  delivery,  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  an 
entry  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose  stating  "  what 
the  poison  is,  by  whom  bought,  what  it  is  to  be  used  for,  and 
so  on.  Here  there  is  an  obvious  intention  to  meet  such 
excuses  as  that  under  consideration,  and  it  is  no  doubt  what 
the  Coroner  had  in  his  mind  when  he  said  he  thought  the 
Pharmacy  Act  covered  such  transactions. 

THEY  PRINTED  PRICE-LISTS. 

Mr.  Frank  John  Collett,  the  working-partner  of  the  South 
of  England  Printing  and  Publishing  Company,  figured  in  the 
Portsmouth  Bankruptcy  Court  on  Monday,  March  26.  This 
is  the  company  which  had  transactions  with  various  chemists 
in  regard  to  the  printing  of  price-lists,  and  who  did  their 
work  in  so  questionable  a  fashion  that  we  had  to  intervene 
on  behalf  of  the  chemists.  Mr.  Collett's  bankruptcy  story  as 
told  to  Mr.  Registrar  Renny  showed  .his  liabilities  to  be 
279/.  6(.  bd.  and  assets  expected  to  realise  18/.  5s. 
About  six  years  ago  he  and  a  Mr.  F.  Goodrich  started  a 
printing  business  in  Bedford  Place,  Southampton,  the  debtor 
putting  in  about  30/.  They  did  not  make  much  headway, 
and  about  two  years  later  a  third  partner,  Mr.  Dclmar  Becker 
Caarten,  joined.  He  put  350/.  into  the  business,  and  the 
firm  was  called  the  South  of  England  Printing  and  Publish- 
ing Company.    After  three  years'  trading  Mr.  Caarten  was 


bought  out,  but  30/.  was  still  owing  to  him.  In  October, 
1898,  another  partner,  Mr.  R.  Stuart  Macrae,  joined  and  put 
in  500/.  Disagreements  arose,  as  the  result  of  which  the 
latter  withdrew  and  a  receiver  was  appointed.  Mr.  Macrae 
had  since  died. 

EXPEDITIOUS  LEGISLATION. 

The  passing  of  the  Midwives  Bill  through  the  Committee 
Stage  of  the  House  of  Commons  is  an  excellent  example  of 
how  legislation  may  bs  expedited  by  people  who  have  their 
hearts  in  the  matter.  Three  weeks  ago  representatives  of 
the  medical  profession  believed  that  the  Bill  was  a  pre- 
posterous and  utterly  hopeless  piece  of  legislation.  It  got 
its  chance  for  second  reading  the  week  before  last,  un- 
expectedly and  to  the  consternation  of  medical  authorities, 
who  were  chagrined  that  it  passed  the  House  by  a  very  large 
majority.  The  Standing  Committee  on  Law  has  thoroughly 
considered  and  amended  the  measure  in  two  sittings,  it  has 
now  been  reported  to  the  House,  and  is  likely  to  be  read  a 
third  time  next  week.  The  Bill  refers  to  the  practice  of  mid- 
wifery by  women,  and  will  be  of  service  to  the  community. 

THE   MINOR   FEE    AFTER  AUGUST. 

What  will  be  the  Minor  fee  for  those  who  enter  for  the 
examination  after  August,  1900,  but  who  have  been  in  for 
the  examination  before  that  and  failed  The  question 
being  doubtful  a  candidate  has  put  it  to  the  Registrar,  and 
received  in  reply  a  brief  but  courteous  letter  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  underlined  portions  of  the  subjoined  paragraph 
taken  from  the  official  journal : — 

The  increased  amount  payable  on  entering  for  any  minor  exami- 
nation after  that  terminating  in  July  next  is  made  up  of  five 
guineas  examination  fee  and  five  guineas  registration  fee,  paid  in 
advance.  An  appreciation  of  this  fact  will  render  it  easy  to  realise 
that  the  registration  portion  of  the  composite  amount  is  only  pay- 
able once.  In  other  words,  the  ten  guineas  is  only  applicable  on 
first  entering  for  the  qualifying  examination,  and  the  reduced  fees 
for  re-examination  will  not  be  raised. 

The  expression  "  a  registration  fee  "is  not  authorised  by  the 
by-laws,  which  simply  recognise  an  examination  fee  of 
10/.  10s.  But  our  correspondent  does  not  consider  it  an 
answer  to  the  question.  The  answer  is  found  in  Section  X, 
Clauses  17  and  22  of  the  by-laws,  which  says  that  those  who 
have  failed  in  the  [examination  before  August  may  enter 
again  on  paying  3/.  3s.  The  clauses  referring  to  this  read  as 
follows : — 

(17)  All  persons  desiring  registration  as  chemists  and  druggists 
shall,  in  respect  of  an  examination  to  take  place  prior  to  Septem- 
ber, 1900,  pay  a  fee  of  five  guineas.  .  .  .  (22)  Persons  who  have 
attended  and  failed  to  pass  an  examination  shall  not  be  entitled 
to  attend  on  any  future  occasion  unless  and  until  they  shall  have 
.  .  .  paid  ...  in  respect  of  a  Minor  examination  .  .  .  three 
guineas. 

As  the  definition  in  Clause  22  covers  those  who  have  failed 
prior  to  September,  1900,  the  ten-guinea  fee  cannot  be  exacted 
from  them.  That  is  probably  what  the  third  sentence  in  the 
official  paragraph  means,  but  the  first  sentence  is  rather 
fogging. 

A  REMINISCENCE. 

Dr.  Jonathan  Pcreirais  well  known  to  pharmacists  as  the 
first  Professor  of  Chemistry  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
The  youriger  generation  chiefly  remember  him  by  his 
"  Selecta  c  Prescriptis,"  an  almost  classical  work  on  prescript 
tion-reading.  Dr.  Pereira's  first  course  of  lectures  before 
the  Society  was  one  on  "  Polarised  Light,"  which  he  delivered 
in  1843.  We  notice  that  the  Optieian  is  reprinting  these 
lectures  in  its  columns,  probably  as  a  contribution  towards  the 
rchreology  of  the  subject,  as  one  would  hardly  go  back  fifty- 
seven  years  for  information  on  polarised  light.  The  editor 
no  doubt  intends  to  follow  Pereira's  lectures  with  those 
which  Lord  Rayleigh  is  delivering  at  the  Royal  Institution 
at  the  present  time.   Let  us  hope  so,  for  his  readers'  sakes. 
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THE   BRITISH  PHARMACOPEIA. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
General  Medical  Council  a  small  committee  was  appointed 
to  prepare  a  statement  on  the  manner  in  which  copious 
extracts  from  the  B.P.  are  made  by  certain  publications.  It 
is  well  known  that  many  medical  and  pharmaceutical  text- 
books are  practically  reprints  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and 
as  that  book  is  the  property  of,  and  substantially  the  only 
independent  source  of  income  to,  the  General  Medical 
Council,  the  members  are  now  regarding  it  very  jealously. 
It  is  proposed  to  take  the  opinion  of  counsel  on  the  legality 
of  extracting  from  the  B.P.  We  should  think  counsel's 
opinion  will  be  exceedingly  emphatic  and  to  the  effect  that 
the  extraction  is  an  infringement  of  the  Council's  copyright. 
The  Council  has  itself  partly  to  blame  for  the  present 
condition  of  matters,  as  it  has  been  somewhat  lax  in  the 
exercise  of  its  rights.  We  do  not  think  it  would  be  advisable 
for  the  Council  to  prevent  the  use  of  the  B.P.  in  a  legitimate 
manner  in  the  compilation  of  commentaries  and  text-books, 
but  the  authors  of  such  books  should  not  publish  them 
without  first  receiving  the  written  authority  of  the  Council 
for  such  use  of  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

PHARMACEUTICAL  RESEARCH. 

In  connection  with  the  paragraph  regarding  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia,  we  arc  glad  to  hear  that  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  has  been  approached 
by  the  General  Medical  Council  to  undertake  such  pharma- 
ceutical research  as  is  necessary  for  the  revision  of  the 
Pharmacopceia.  The  nature  of  the  work  to  be  undertaken 
has  not  transpired,  but  there  will  be  general  gratification 
that  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  has  been  approached  in 
the  matter.  At  present  there  is  no  Research  Laboratory  in 
Bloomsbury  Square,  as  the  rooms  which  Professor  Dunstan 
and  his  staff  vacated  when  they  migrated  to  the  Imperial 
Institute  are  now  used  for  other  purposes.  It  may,  there- 
fore, be  advisable  for  the  Council  to  institute  some  such 
scheme  of  research  as  has  been  so  successfully  canied  cut 
in  the  United  States— namely,  to  derute  subjects  to  special- 
ists in  these  subjects,  either  retail  pharmacists,  wholesale 
houses,  or  educational  institutions — the  work  to  be  done  at 
Bloomsbury  Square  being  more  in  the  nature  of  revision. 


©Us  of  Geranium. 


THE  following  is  a  translation  of  some  notes  we  have 
received  from  Messrs.  Jeancard,  Gazan  &  Doumin, 
distillers,  13  St.  Mary  Axe,  E.C.,  of  a  record  of  work  done  in 
their  laboratory  at  Cannes  :  — 

The  different  kinds  of  oil  of  geranium  used  in  perfumery  vary 
in  value  according  to  their  origin.  We  have  made  a  comparative 
study  of  different  oils  from  the  point  of  view  of  their  physical 
constants  and  their  percentage  of  esters.  The  oils  we  have  tested 
were  mostly  distilled  by  ourselves,  aud  were  drawn  from  large 
bulks  distilled  during  the  years  1898  and  1899.  The  percentages 
of  esters  (reckoned  as  CioHJ00))  by  the  usual  process  were  as 
follows  : — 

Geranium  of  Cannes   19  11  per  cent. 

Geranium  of  Spain   23'03  „ 

Geranium  of  Corsica  21-07  „ 

Geranium  of  Africa   23  03  „ 

Geranium  of  Bourbon    25-95  ,, 

Palmarosa    •••    15-05  „ 

These  figures  are  practically  identical  with  those  recorded  by 

analysts,  and  more  recently  mentioned  by  Charabot,  Dupont, 

and  Pillet. 

A  point  upon  which  we  would  like  to  insist  is  that  all  oils  of 
geranium  contain  free  acid.  Distillers  have  noticed  that  during 
the  process  of  distillation  the  refrigerators  are  attacked  by  the 
acid,  and  also  that  the  hands  of  the  stillmen  become  chapped  and 
cracked.  Hence  some  allowances  must  be  made  for  acid  in  these 
ester  determinations.  We  have  estimated  the  acid  by  weighing 
3  grammes  of  the  oil,  and  adding  to  it  10  c.c.  of  alcohol  (90:  ) 
and  10  c.c.  of  seminovmal  potash.    After  two  minutes'  contact,  we 


precipitated  with  water,  and  determined  the  excess  of  alkali 
with  standard  sulphuric  acid.  The  number  of  milligrammes 
of  potash,  combined  with  1  gramme  of  oil,  gives  the  coefficient 
of  saponification  in  the  cold.  The  contact  must  not  be  prolonged 
beyond  two  minutes,  so  as  to  avoid  partial  saponification. 

We  do  not  claim  to  avoid  saponification  entirely,  but  the  con- 
tact being  very  short,  and  the  tests  being  repeated  in  the  same 
uniform  manner,  we  think  that  the  coefficient  shows  a  result  equal 
to,  or  very  little  higher  than,  the  one  corresponding  to  the  real 
percentage  of  acids. 

In  testing  African  geranium  oil  we  have  obtained  the  following 
results  : — 


2  minutes'  contact 

...  42-93 

5 

...  43-06 

10 

...  43-86 

20 

...  45-75 

40 

...  48-53 

1  hour's  „ 

...    49  35 

2  ,, 

...  49-93 

limit  diot)  „ 

...  65-80 

We  find  that  oils  of  geranium  are  oxidised  by  contact  with 
the  air.  A  Bourbon  oil  left  for  two  months  in  a  partially-filled 
bottle  increased  from  56  in  September  to  66'73  in  November. 
Had  a  Cannes  geranium  oil  been  left  under  the  same  conditions 
for  a  year  the  coefficient  would  have  varied  from  26  6  to  29  66. 

In  the  following  table  we  give  the  physical  properties  and  the 
verified  percentages  of  true  esters  found  in  various  oils  of  genuine 
geraniums  :  — 


Sp.Gr. 
15°  C. 

Opt.  Rot. 
at  15' 

for 
100  mm. 

Sapoi 
tion  N 

Hot 

lifica- 
umber 

Cold 

Esters 
per 
cent. 

Alcohols 
per- 
cent. 

Geranium  of 

Cannes  ... 

0-8972 

-  9-40 

54-60 

26  6 

9-80 

61-31 

Geranium  of 

Spain 

0  9073 

-  7-30 

65  80 

43-40 

7-84 

66-23 

Geranium  of 

Corsica  ... 

09012 

-  8-00 

60-2 

40-13 

7-00 

6855 

Geranium  of 

Africa 

0-9006 

-  8-C6 

65-80 

42-93 

8-08 

63-19 

Geranium  of 

Bourbon  ... 

0-89C5 

-  8-20 

74-CO 

56-C0 

6-65 

71-28 

Palmarosa  ... 

0-8960 

-  0-48 

4300 

9-6 

11-30 

84-62 

The  esters  are  calculated  as  C^H-ioOj,  and  the  number  includes 
free  acid.    The  alcohols  are  calculated  as  ClnH|S0. 

The  solubility  of  these  essences  in  diluted  alcohol  is  practically 
the  same.  One  volume  of  oil  is  dissolved  in  0'9  to  1  volume  of 
alcohol  (80  per  cent.),  or  in  2  to  2  3  volumes  of  alcohol  (70  per 
cent.)  at  15°. 

These  observations  lead  the  firm  to  conclude  that  the 
Cannes  oil  of  geranium  contains  the  smallest  amount  of  free 
acid,  and  is  the  best  perfume. 


Business  Cbanoes. 

Mit.  W.  J-  Dodridce,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of 
Totton,  Hants,  has  started  in  business  in  Market  Place. 
Romsey. 

Mil.  T.  H.  Doughty,  M.P.S.,  of  Catford,  has  purchased 
the  business  at  120  High  Street,  Wandsworth,  lately  carried 
on  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Morgan. 

The  London  office  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Haywood,  surgical-instru- 
ment maker,  Nottingham  (Mr.  T.  T.  Sherborne,  agent),  has,  in 
consequence  of  increasing  business,  been  removed  from 
23  Falcon  Square,  E.C.,  to  16  Silver  Street,  Wood 
Street,  E.C. 

Messes.  Blake,  Sandfobd  &  Blake,  pharmaceutical 
chemists,  47  Piccadilly,  W.,  are  to  occupy  new  premises  at 
49  Dover  Street,  Piccadilly,  W.,  as  soon  as  they  are  com- 
pleted. In  the  meantime  the  business  is  being  carried  on  at 
42  Duke  Strest,  St.  James's,  S.W. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Caswell,  chemist  and  druggist,  39  Chapel 
Ash,  Wolverhampton,  has  removed  to  more  commodious 
premises  in  the  same  thoroughfare.  The  premises  have  been 
closed  for  some  time,  but  were  previously  occupied  by 
chemists — first  by  Mr.  Holmes,  and  subsequently  by  Mr. 
Coleman. 
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The  Companies  Bill. 

Mr.  Ritchie  again  had  to  carry  over  his  Bill  from  Thurs- 
day, March  22,  to  Monday,  March  26,  when  it  stood 
fourteenth  on  the  Orders  of  the  Day,  and  therefore  in  a 
hopeless  position  for  proceeding.  It  is  now  put  down  for 
April  2.  On  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  Mr.  Kimber  has 
given  notice  to  move — 

That  this  House  will  not  sanction  a  Bill  which  gives  to  simple 
contract  creditors  a  preferential  right  to  payment  of  their  debts 
over  the  claims  of  creditors  holding  debentures  and  debenture 
stock,  interferes  with  freedom  of  contract,  and  invalidates  many 
millions  of  commercial  securities  created  in  good  faith  and  with 
notice  to  all  the  world  having  dealings  with  companies. 

Mr.  Kimber's  object  is  to  raise  a  discussion  on  the  principle 
of  the  matter,  and  it  may  help  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
thoughtless.  It  would  have  been  interesting  had  pharma- 
ceutical authorities  been  able  to  get  some  member  to  submit 
a  similar  motion  on  the  second  reading  in  respect  to  the 
violation  of  the  principle  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  proposed  in 
Clause  2. 

Mr.  Faithfull  Begg's  Bill  is  down  for  second  reading  on 
April  4,  when  Dr.  Tanner  will  move  that  it  be  read  that  day 
six  months. 

Midwives  Bill. 
The  Standing  Committee  on  Law  of  the  House  of  Commons 
met  at  St.  Stephen's  on  Friday,  March  23,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  Midwives  Bill,  and  succeeded  in  disposing  of 
two  pages  of  amendments.  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  who  ap- 
pears to  be  acting  on  behalf  of  medical  men,  moved  to 
change  the  title  of  the  Bill  from  Midwives  Act  to  "  Midwifery 
Nurses  Act,"  but  the  Committee  defeated  the  motion  by 
20  votes  to  5,  and  this  enabled  Clause  1  to  be  passed. 
Clause  2  deals  with  certification  and  is  divided  into  five 
parts.  An  amendment  by  Colonel  Milward  fixing  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Act  to  begin  on  January  1,  1903,  instead  of  1902, 
was  agreed  to,  but  another  amendment  by  Colonel  Milward 
to  change  the  words  "  to  attend  cases  of  abnormal  labour 
or  of  disease  of,  or  danger  to,  the  mother  or  the  child'' to 
"she  shall  apply  for  qualified  medical  assistance  in  every 
case  which  presents  abnormality,  danger,  or  disease  on  the 
part  of  the  mother  or  of  the  new-born  child,"  was  after  dis- 
cussion withdrawn,  as  Mr.  Heywood  Johnston,  who  had 
charge  of  the  Bill,  expressed  sympathy  with  the  motion, 
and  promised  to  consider  it  on  a  later  stage.  Similarly,  an 
amendment  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George  proposing  to  inflict  a  fine 
of  51.  upon  any  person  who  went  beyond  the  rights  conferred 
by  the  certificate,  was  withdrawn.  Mr.  Atherley-Jones,  on 
behalf  of  Sir  George  Pilkington,  wanted  to  modify  Clause  4, 
which  defines  the  constitution  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board,  and  substitute  for  the  specified  representatives 
medical  practitioners  representing  territorial  districts,  but  it 
came  to  nothing.  In  Clause  5  it  was  provided  that  if  the 
registration  fees,  each  not  exceeding  one  guinea,  were  not 
equal  to  the  expenditure  of  the  Board,  the  deficiencies 
should  be  supplied  from  local  funds  in  proportion  to  the 
midwives  licensed  to  practise  in  each  county  contributing. 
In  place  of  this  the  Solicitor-General,  on  behalf  of  Sir  John 
Gorst,  moved,  and  it  was  agreed,  that  the  following  pro- 
vision should  be  incorporated  as  part  of  the  Bill : — 

The  Board  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  thirty-first 
day  of  December  in  each  year,  publish  a  financial  statement  made 
up  to  that  date,  and  certified  by  a  chartered  accountant  as  correct, 
showing  the  receipts  and  expenditure,  including  liabilities,  of  the 
Board  during  the  year.  The  Board  may  apportion  between  the 
Councils  of  the  several  counties  and  county  boroughs  any  balance 
against  the  Board  shown  in  the  financial  statement  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  midwives  licensed  during  the  year  to  practise  in 
those  areas  respectively,  and  may  recover  from  the  Councils  the 
sum  so  apportioned. 

A  proposal  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George  that  members  of  the 
Board  should  be  remunerated  for  their  services  and  git 
reasonable  travelling-expenses  was  defeated  by  20  votes 
to  4.  A  Government  amendment  to  Clause  6  was  deferred, 
and  Clauses  7  and  8  were  agreed  to  without  amendment. 
These  deal  with  the  Midwives  Roll  and  the  appointment  of 
a  Secretary  and  supplementary  provision  as  to  the  certificate. 


Clause  9,  which  deals  with  the  legal  supervision  of  mid- 
wives,  was  under  discussion  when  the  Committee  rose  for 
the  day.  In  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  same 
day  Sir  John  Gorst  moved — 

That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys 
to  be  provided  by  Parliament,  of  such  expenses  as  the  Treasury 
may  certify  to  have  been  necessarily  incurred  by  the  General 
Medical  Council  under  any  Act  of  the  present  Ses  ion  to  secure 
tlie  better  training  of  midwives  and  to  regulate  their  practice. 

Midnight  struck  when  this  was  proposed,  and  the  Chairman 
left  his  chair  to  make  his  report  to  the  House. 

The  Committee  again  met  on  Tuesday,  when  a  large 
number  of  amendments  were  submitted,  but  comparatively 
few  were  adopted.  An  amendment  of  Clause  9  was  agreed 
to,  which  makes  women  eligible  to  serve  on  local  com- 
mittees dealing  with  the  Act.  A  further  amendment  to 
the  same  clause  was  agreed  to,  giving  the  local  supervising 
authority  power  to  delegate  its  duties  to  a  committee,  and  a 
similar  amendment  was  made  on  Clause  10.  The  repay- 
ment to  District  Councils  by  County  Councils  of  expenses 
incurred  under  the  Act  was  authorised  by  an  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Solicitor-General.  Mr.  Heywood  Johnston 
moved  an  amendment  to  Clause  15,  providing  for  appeal  to 
the  Privy  Council  in  the  case  of  disagreement  between  the 
General  Medical  Council  and  the  Central  Midwives  Board, 
and  this  was  agreed  to.  The  only  other  alteration  made  was 
in  the  definition  of  the  term  "  midwife."  In  the  original 
Bill  this  reads  :  "  The  term  '  midwife  '  means  a  woman  wl  o 
undertakes  for  gain,  and  in  accordance  with  the  provi.-ioi  s 
of  this  Act,  to  attend  women  in  childbirth."  The  definition 
has  been  altered  to  make  it  read:  "A  woman  who  under- 
takes for  reward  to  attend  women  in  childbirth  where  no 
registered  medical  practitioner  is  engaged  or  employed." 
The  Bill,  as  amended,  was  reported  to  the  House  later  on  in 
the  day,  and  is  to  be  considered  on  Monday  next. 

Sir  James  Haslett, 

the  only  direct  representative  of  the  drug-trade  now  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  has  been  able  to  attend  his  parlia- 
mentary duties  since  the  beginning  of  the  Session,  and  on 
Tuesday  he  put  a  question  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  regard  to  the  payment  of  the  capitation  grant  to  the 
Lunacy  Board  in  Ireland.  Sir  James  has  also  recently- 
endeavoured,  with  others,  to  get  her  Majesty  to  visit  Belfast 
when  she  is  in  Ireland. 

Easter  Recess. 

Mr.  Balfour  has  promised  the  members,  if  they  are  good 
boys  and  get  on  with  their  business,  to  adjourn  for  Easter 
earlier  than  usual,  and  to  make  the  holiday  as  long  as 
possible.  There  is  a  hiatus  in  the  Orders  of  the  Day  from 
Wednesday,  April  11,  to  Tuesday,  Apjil  24. 

Boilers  Registration  and  Inspection. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Monday  evening  it  was 
agreed,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Anstrnthcr,  that  a  Select  Com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  consider  and  report  on  the  advisa- 
bility of  legislation  to  ensure  the  systematic  and  regular 
inspection  and  certification  of  boilers  with  the  object  of 
diminishing  the  risk  to  life  and  property  arising  from  boiler- 
explosions. 

Illicit  Commissions. 

Lord  Russell  of  Killowen,  on  Thursday,  March  22,  brought 
in  his  Bill  to  stop  secret  illicit  trade-commissions.  This  Bill 
reached  the  second  reading  last  session  (see  C.  §  D., 
April  29,  1899,  page  681),  and  was  now  read  a  first  time. 


Fatal  Experiments.— The  Vienna  correspondent  of  the 
Morning  Leader  states  that  at  Cracow  Iniirmary  recently  Pro- 
fessor Kuczynski,  who  has  b?en  testing  the  value  of  Colohicum 
auliunnale  as  a  cure  for  caries,  ordered  a  quantity  of  the  drug 
to  be  injected  under  the  skin  of  seven  women  suffering  from 
this  complaint.  The  experiment  was  carried  out  by  an 
inexperienced  student,  who  during  the  night  injected  ten 
times  more  than  directed  by  the  professor.  Three  of  the 
victims  died  within  an  hour,  but  in  spite  of  the  fatal  result 
the  experiments  were  conlinued  on  Ihe  remaining  four 
patients.  The  Public  Prosecutor,  it  is  stated,  is  likely  to 
intervene. 
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Zbc  Companies  Bill. 


THE  principal  item  in  company-controversy  this  week  is 
provided  by  Mr.  Martindale,  President  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  who,  at  Liverpool  on  March  22,  read  a 
statement  in  reference  to  the  position  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  in  relation  to  the  Government.  This  -speech  is 
printed  in  full  on  page  536. 

We  have  received  a  few  more  M.P.s'  letters  this  week— not 
a  single  unfavourable  one  amongst  them.  The  chemists  of 
the  Mid  Division  of  Bucks,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  E.  T. 
Palmer,  of  Aylesbury,  signed  our  letter  to  M.P.'s,  and  the 
local  member  has  promised  to  vote  against  the  Bill.  That  is 
the  danger  which  results  from  the  lack  of  an  official  amend- 
ment. 

Ireland  to  the  Rescue. 
We  learn  that  the  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Council,  though 
quiet,  have  not  been  idle.  Writing  to  us  this  week,  Mr.  G.  D. 
Peggs  (the  President)  says  :  "  In  conjunction  with  my  col- 
leagues I  have  had  several  interviews  with  the  Presidents 
of  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  as  well  as  our 
city  members,  and  have  also  the  promise  of  active  support 
from  the  Irish  members,  so  that  I  trust,  if  we  get  the  sup- 
port of  English  pharmacists,  we  will  be  able  to  render  as 
good  an  account  of  ourselves  as  our  men  in  South  Africa, 
and  get  these  obnoxious  clauses  in  the  Bill  so  amended  that 
they  will  be  acceptable  to  pharmaceutical  chemists." 

Meeting  of  Glasgow  Chemists 
A  special  meeting  of  chemists  in  Glasgow  and  the  West  of 
Scotland,  convened  by  the  Executive  of  the  Glasgow  Phar- 
maceutical Association,  was  held  on  Thursday,  March  22,  in 
the  Association's  rooms,  West  Regent  Street,  Glasgow, 'for 
the  purpose  of  considering  Clause  2.  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie 
presided  over  a  meeting  fairly  representative,  and,  in  opening 
the  proceedings,  said  that  the  Council  of  the  Association  had 
decided  unanimously  to  support  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
in  opposing  Clause  2,  and  this  meeting  had  been  called  to 
back  up  the  Council.  He  summarised  the  position  and  the 
proposals  of  the  clause,  which  he  considered  a  breach  of 
faith.  He  also  referred  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council's 
failure  to  agree  to  a  line  of  action,  submitting  that  a  united 
front  at  the  present  critical  period  meant  everything,  and, 
while  recognising  that  the  Council  had  not  toed  the  line  as 
it  ought  to  have  done,  the  pressing  necessity  of  the  moment 
compelled  him  to  support  it.  At  the  same  time  he  was 
of  opinion  that  in  doing  so  they  should  strongly  impress 
upon  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  the  absolute  necessity  of 
aiming  at  two  things— first,  the  restriction  cf  titles  to  in- 
dividuals, and,  second,  the  endeavour  to  secure  some  effectual 
control  and  regulation  of  company-pharmacy  as  the  only 
practical  policy.  The  total  abolition  of  company-pharmacy 
was,  in  his  opinion,  utterly  hopeless,  and  it  was  consequently 
a  waste  of  time  and  energy  to  discuss  such  ideas.  On  the 
other  hand,  to  confer  the  proposed  privileges  on  the  com- 
panies was  unjust  to  the  trade,  and  would  undoubtedly 
minimise  the  protection  of  the  public.  He  referred  to  the 
work  of  t lie  Watch  Committee,  and 

Mr.  James  Moir  remarked  that  he  was  not  aware  that  the 
Watch  Committee  had  agreed  upon  any  amendment. 

Mr.  Currie  replied  that  he  did  not  know  that  they  had 
agreed  upon  any  amendment,  but  at  the  same  time  the 
majority  seemed  to  be  of  opinion  that  the  amendment  which 
would  give  the  greatest  satisfaction  throughout  the  country 
•would  be  one  giving  them  control  over  companv-pharmacy. 

Mr.  Moir  :  That  is  a  wide  word. 

Mr.  Currie  :  Of  course  the  Watch  Committee  cculd  rot  do 
it  of  their  own  responsibility,  or  without  consultation. 
Mr.  J.  Anderson  Russell  moved — 

That  in  view  of  the  understanding  of  the  Government's  position 
towards  Clause  2  of  the  Companies  Bill  is  the  passing  of  the 
clause  as  it  stands,  or  of  dropping  it  altogether,  this  meeting, 
representative  of  the  chemists  and  druggists  of  the  "West  of 
Scotland,  resolves  to  oppose  the  clause. 

In  suppoit  of  the  motion  he  said  that  by  the  abolition  cf 
th3  clause  they  wire  simply  seeking  to  retain  their  present 
p "sition.  He  thought  they  should  stick  to  their  distinctive 
titles  just  as  the  medicals  had  done ;  but  at  the  same  time 


they  should  not  interfere  with  the  financial  means  afforded 
in  the  Limited  Companies  Act  for  the  running  of  a  chemist  s 
business,  provided  they  had  always  the  individual  responsi" 
bility. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Riddell  seconded  the  resolution. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Sutherland  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  move 
an  amendment,  as  it  seemed  to  him  unwise  to  move  a 
different  resolution  to  that  adopted  by  the  Council  in 
London  by  a  large  majority.  Rather  than  oppose  Clause  2 
out  and  out  he  should  think  it  advisable  to  suggest  anything 
they  had  in  view  relative  to  the  amendment  of  that  clause. 
The  resolution  submitted  simply  did  away  with  everything 
and  suggested  nothing.  So  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  did 
not  see  why  the  matter  should  be  tacked  onto  the  Companies 
Bill  at  all.  It  seemed  to  him  they  must  be  aware  of  the 
fact  that  the  intention  of  the  Government  was  the  regula- 
lation  of  company-pharmacy— a  very  desirable  thing,  just 
as  the  regulation  of  pharmacy  altogether  was  a  most 
desirable  thing.  Uhfortunately  for  themselves,  as  a  body 
of  representative  men,  the  Council  had  not  formulated  any 
scheme  which  had  any  distinctive  impression.  During  the 
last  thirty  years  the  companies  had,  by  use  and  wont,  grown 
to  be  such  a  formidable  antagonist  that  it  was  almost  use- 
less to  try  to  put  a  stop  to  company-pharmacy  altogether, 
nor  did  he  think  it  would  be  a  benefit.  There  were  many 
historic  houses  which  had  taken  advantage  of  the  Limited- 
liability  Act  (an  Act  which  was  not  in  existence  when  the 
Pharmacy  Act  was  passed)  which  enabled  them  to  limit 
their  liability.  They  were  lond-jide  companies,  but  un- 
fortunately the  open  door  had  been  left  in  the  Act  which 
admitted  men  who  had  no  pharmacy  qualification,  and  these 
men  were  not  slow  to  take  advantage  of  this  and  carry  on 
the  business  of  chemists  and  druggists.  Representing  as 
they  did  some  of  the  most  intelligent  men  of  the  country, 
and  men  who  in  the  past  had  not  shown  themselves  averse 
to  taking  up  opposition,  they  ought  to  be  able  to  formulate 
some  scheme  which  would  enable  them  to  regulate  company- 
pharmacy  to  such  an  extent  that  the  public  would  be 
shielded  from  harm. 

Mr.  Moir  would  have  liked  to  have  seen  Mr.  Sutherland 
move  an  amendment  or  give  an  idea  of  what  he  suggested, 
as  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  whole  Council  were  at  sixes 
and  sevens  regarding  what  the  amendment  should  be.  Mr. 
Ritchie's  statement  that  he  would  accept  no  amendment  made 
it  clear  to  him  that  they  must  oppose  the  clause  for  all  they 
were  worth.  But  that  did  not  necessarily  mean  that  they 
should  not  go  forward  to  Parliament  with  an  amendment  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act.  Whatever  they  might  do  to  regulate 
company-pharmacy,  they  must  conserve  their  titles.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Council  ought  to  push  on  for  an  amended 
Pharmacy  Act,  and  then  it  would  be  quite  time  to  consider 
in  what  way  they  should  regulate  company-pharmacy. 

Mr.  Sutherland  said  his  sole  object  in  speaking  had  been 
to  conserve  the  titles  to  the  trade. 

Another  gentleman  speaking  to  the  resolution  said  Mr. 
Moir  had  put  his  finger  on  the  vital  point — viz.,  that  if  the 
Bill  passed  they  would  have  much  difficulty  in  dealing  with 
the  matter.  He  did  not  see  how  they  could  do  anything  else 
than  oppose  the  clause.  But  in  doing  so  they  should  also 
call  upon  the  Society  to  bring  in  at  an  early  date  an  amended 
Pharmacy  Bill  in  which  the  matter  would  be  dealt  with. 

Mr.  Boyd  pointed  out  that  the  Society  had  been  protesting 
against  the  present  state  of  matters  for  years. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour  was  for  the  motion  absolutely. 

The  Chairman  said  it  might  be  well  if  they  did  not 
commit  themselves  as  yet  as  to  whether  company-pharmacy, 
carried  on  under  its  present  conditions,  was  legal  or  not ; 
hut  he  certainly  thought  they  should  instruct  the  Council 
to  go  forward  without  delay  to  the  formulating  of  an 
amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  which  would  restrict  the 
use  of  titles  to  individuals. 

Mr.  Dunlop  supported  the  motion,  and  urged  the  defence 
of  titles. 

Mr.  Harvey  (Airdrie)  suggested  that  the  resolution  should 
te  for  the  clause  or  not,  witl  out  any  additions. 

Mr.  Maben  thought  it  would  be  a  tactical  mistake  simply 
to  oppose  the  clause  without  suggesiing  some  amendment. 
f'everal  of  the  speakeis  wished  an  amendment  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act  introduced;  but  they  had  been  discussing 
1his  clause  for  some  considerable  time  now,  and,  as  had 
been  stated,  the  country  was  all  at  sixes  and  sevens  as  to 
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the  form  of  the  amendment.  If  they  could  not  get  unani- 
mity with  regard  to  the  form  of  an  amendment,  could  they 
expect  to  get  it  with  a  Bill  1  And  even  if  they  did  get  it, 
would  such  a  Bill  stand  a  chance  of  being  passed  ?  He  did 
not  think  so.  Simply  to  go  forward  to  the  House  of 
Commons  and  say  "  We  will  not  have  this  clause,'' without 
suggesting  anything  else,  was  to  place  themselves  in  a  false 
position.  If  they  made  an  amendment,  they  put  the  respon- 
sibility of  dropping  the  clause,  or  of  introducing  into  the 
Companies  Bill  something  diametrically  opposed  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  on  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade.  If  they  tried  to  prohibit  the  historical  companies, 
which  were  now  limited  companies,  from  using  the  title, 
Parliament  would  never  look  at  the  suggestion  for  a  moment. 
To  his  mind  the  logical  outcome  would  be  that  no  company 
would  be  allowed  to  use  the  title  of  "  chemist  and  druggist  " 
unless  such  company  was  managed  by  a  duly  qualified 
man. 

Mr.  Sutherland  said  he  had  not  wished  to  pose  as  an 
apologist  for  the  companies — in  fact  he  was  a  very  strong 
supporter  of  the  trade.  But  old  historical  houses  had 
attached  to  them  a  certain  amount  of  prestige  which  carried 
with  it  a  certain  monetary  value,  and  if  they  were  to  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing  as  other  companies  they  would 
at  once  split  up  the  pharmaceutical  body  into  two  groups  ; 
and  he  was  rather  inclined  to  think  that  the  smaller  of  these 
groups,  representing  the  historical  houses,  would  be  found  to 
be  the  backbone  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  He  thought 
they  should  take  such  an  opportunity  as  the  present  to  put  a 
stop  to  limited  companies  being  carried  on  in  an  illegal 
fashion,  and  define  between  these  bond-fide  companies  and 
those  carried  on  simply  to  make  money  for  the  shareholders. 
He  thought  a  constructive  policy  would  be  much  better  than 
a  mere  opposition  policy. 

Some  discussion  ensued  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
company-pharmacy  could  be  regulated,  but  in  the  end  the 
original  motion  was  carried.  It  was  also  agreed,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Russell,  that  there  was  urgent  need  for  an 
amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  with  special  reference  to 
companies  ;  and  the  meeting  appealed  to  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  to  introduce  a  Bill  for  this  purpose 
at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity. 

It  was  remitted  to  the  Secretary  and  President  to  commu- 
nicate with  members  of  Parliament  and  impress  upon  them 
the  necessity  of  voting  against  Clause  2  of  the  Companies 
Bill,  leaving  it  to  individual  members  to  take  a  similar 
course. 

MR.  CURRIE  AS  A  COUNCIL  CANDIDATE. 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  Mr.  Sutherland  intimated  that 
their  President  (Mr.  Currie)  had  consented  to  allow  himself 
to  be  nominated  for  a  seat  on  the  Council,  and  he  urged  on 
them  the  absolute  necessity  of  seeing  that  they  carried  out 
their  voting-powers.  Mr.  Currie  said  he  would  take  an 
opportunity  of  laying  his  views  before  them  at  an  early 
date. 

Leicester  Chemists  and  their  M.P.'s. 

Messrs.  Broadhurst  and  Hazell,  the  members  for  Leicester 
Borough,  on  Thursday,  March  22,  received  a  deputation  from 
the  Retail  Chemists'  Association,  which  desired  to  place 
before  the  hon.  members  its  objection  to  Clause  2.  The  hon. 
gentlemen  expressed  themselves  in  accordance  with  the 
views  of  the  deputation.  At  a  representative  meeting  of 
Leicester  chemists,  held  the  same  evening,  Mr.  T.  Howard 
Lloyd  in  the  chair,  it  was  agreed  to  co-operate  with  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  in  opposing  Clause  2.  A  further 
resolution,  proposed  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Butler  and  seconded  by. 
Mr.  Lewis  Ough,  urging  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  "to 
bring  forward  at  an  early  date  suggestions  for  a  new 
Pharmacy  Bill  to  deal  with  the  companies  and  other 
questions  affecting  the  interests  of  chemists,"  was  also 
adopted.  Messrs.  Wilby  and  Goodess  were  thanked  for 
placing  the  Council's  commands  before  the  local  M.P„'s. 

A  Straight  Issue. 
Speaking  at  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  North-East 
Lancashire  Chemists'  Association  on  Tuesday  evening, 
March  27,  Mr.  R.-Lord  Gifford  said,  in  view  of  Mr.  Martin- 
dale's  speech  at  Liverpool  and  the  retrograde  policy  advo- 
cated in  the  official  journal,  the  time  had  arrived  for  a 
straight  issue.    He  had  asserted  that  chemists  were  united 


in  claiming  that  the  full  effect  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868 
was  the  least  that  should  be  secured  for  exclusive  exercise 
by  the  people  who  had  satisfied  the  legal  requirements  of 
the  Council's  examiners.   The  privileges  intended  to  be  con- 
ferred by  that  Act  were  (1)  the  exclusive  use  of  titles,  (2) 
the  keeping  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  scheduled  poisons, 
and  (3)  the  sale  or  distribution  of  those  poisons.  The  present 
position  might  be  put  in  this  way: — Such  an  anomalous  state 
of  affairs  existed  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  Council  to  con- 
serve the  rights  of  chemists  that  the  eminently-practical 
Lord  Chancellor  had  insisted  upon  the  absolute  necessity  of 
in  some  way  rectifying  it.    All  argument  as  to  whether  the 
Lord  Chancellor  was  a  friend  or  foe  was,  in  his  opinion, 
altogether  beside  the  question  ;  naturally  lie  took  things  as 
he  found  them.    It  was  the  business  of  chemists  to  object 
that  the  present  position  was  contrary  to  the  statute  and 
that  to  recognise  it  would  amount  to  a  repeal  of  the  Act  of 
1868  and  the  confiscation  of  the  legally-acquired  rights  of 
qualified  chemists  ;  that  it  would  destroy  the  essential  prin- 
ciple of  that  Act — viz.,  personal  qualification  and  personal 
responsibility ;  and  that  such  recognition  would  be  iniquitous. 
The  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  stated  that, 
because  Mr.  Ritchie  said  this  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  said 
that,  chemists  would  have  to  compromise,  but  he  denied 
the  right  of  the  President  to  adopt  a  policy  of  compromise. 
No  compromise  was  possible  in  dealing  with  a  principle  ;  they 
either  held  fast  by  it  or  gave  it  away,  and  he  maintained 
that  qualified  chemists  were  not  prepared  to  give  up  the 
rights  they  had  earned  at  the  bidding  of  anyone  ;  they  were 
chafing  for  a  fight,  and  cried  aloud  to  the  Council  for  a  strong 
policy  and  an  uncompromising  attitude.  Why,  then,  were  the 
Council  afraid  to  show  their  hand  ?  Why  could  not  they  cause 
every  member  of  Parliament  to  be  educated  by  the  voters  in 
the  elementary  justice  of  the  case  of  qualified  chemists? 
But  they  proposed  to  do  nothing  until  the  Bill  came  before 
Parliament !     It  was  reasonable  to   suppose  that  if  the 
Council  sent  to  all  local  secretaries  and  combinations  of 
chemists  concise  instructions  as  to  approaching  members 
of  Parliament  by  means  of  influential  deputations  on  the 
question,  and,  at  the  same  time,  claimed  inclusion  in  Clause  3, 
which  was  the  necessary  corollary  of  asking  for  the  with- 
drawal of  Clause  2,  the  attitude  of  Mr.  Ritchie  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor  towards  the  illustrious  pharmacist  whom  chemists 
were  proud  to  have  occupying  the  Presidential  chair  might 
possibly  be  more  considerate. 

Cambridge  Counsel. 

At  "Dales"  on  Friday,  March  23,  a  meeting  of  the  Cam- 
bridge Pharmaceutical  Association  was  held  to  discuss  the 
resolutions  of  the  Federation  of  Local  Associations  on 
Clause  2.  Mr.  A.  Sidney  Campkin,  J. P.,  presided.  A  lengthy 
discussion  took  place,  in  which  Messrs.  E.  Saville  Peck, 
C.  S.  Addison,  Roberts,  and  G.  McAvoy  joined,  when,  on  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  A.  Sidney  Campkin,  seconded  by  Mr. 
McAvoy,  it  was  resolved  that  Clause  2  should  be  opposed. 
It  was  also  decided,  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  B.  Sidney 
Campkin,  seconded  by  Mr.  McAvoy,  that  Sir  Robert  Fitz- 
gerald, Bart.,  M.P.,  be  asked  to  receive  a  deputation  consisting 
of  Mr.  Alderman  Deck  (President)  and  Messrs.  A.  Sidney 
Campkin  and  E.  Saville  Peck  (Vice-Presidents). 

In  accordance  with  this  resolution  the  deputation  waited, 
upon  Sir  Robert  Penrose  Fitzgerald  on  Wednesday  after- 
noon, at  the  University  Arms  Hotel,  Cambridge.  The 
deputation  was  introduced  by  the  President  (Mr.  Alderman 
Deck),  after  which  Mr.  A.  Sidney  Campkin  explained 
Clause  2  and  the  injustice  that  would  be  created  thereby  to 
qualified  chemists.  Mr.  E.  Saville  Peck  followed,  specially 
emphasising  the  necessity  for  the  protection  of  title.  Sir 
Robert  Fitzgerald  gave  an  attentive  hearing  and  asked  many 
questions,  and,  after  an  interview  1  tsting  upwards  of  an  hour, 
expressed  his  opinion  as  favourable  to  the  views  of  the 
deputation,  and  promised  that  the  subject  should  receive 
his  serious  attention.  The  deputation  thanked  Sir  Robert 
for  his  courtesy. 


Laboratohy  at  Mysore. — The  Mysore  Durbar  lias  made 
a  grant  of  8,500r.  for  apparatus  and  plant,  and  2.000r.  for 
books,  for  the  laboratory  which  is  in  course  of  preparation 
for  the  use  of  the  agricultural  chemist,  Dr  Lehmann. 
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Winter  Session. 


Notices  of  meetings  to  be  held  are  inserted  under  "  Coming 
Events."  If  meetings  are  not  attended  by  reporters,  secre- 
taries of  associations  would  oblige  by  communicating  with 
the  Editor. 


Royal  Institution. 

The  discourse  on  March  23  was  by  Sir  Andrew  Noble  on 

Some  Modern  Explosives. 

The  Dnke  of  Northumberland  was  in  the  chair. 
Sir  Andrew  Noble  said  it  was  thirty  years  ago  since 
he  addressed  the  members  of  the  Royal  Institution  on  the 
capabilities  of  gunpowder  and  pointed  out  the  uncertainties 
of  pressure  in  explosives.   Since  then  the  War  Office  had 
carried  out  a  long  series  of  experiments  with  a  view  of 
finding  out  the  tension  of  the  products  of  combustion,  the 
chemical  changes  involved,  and  the  work  which  resulted. 
Cordite  was  then  burnt  in  air  and  in  a  vacuum.    In  air  it 
burns  with  a  bright-yellow  smokeless  flame,  although  in  a 
confined  space  the  results  are  different.     Damp  does  not 
destroy  the  power  of  cordite,  and  by  way  of  confirming  this 
statement  some  of  it  was  burnt  under  water.     Ballistite  was 
shown  in  its  several  forms,  tubes,  square  sticks  and  cubes, 
and  passing  reference  made  to  the  French  blanche-nouvelle 
powder.    Picric  acid,  used  in  the  manufacture  of  lyddite 
shells,  was  next  shown.    Some  of  it  was  burnt  on  a  piece  of 
asbestos  millboard  to  show  that  it  was  difficult  to  ignite 
and  was  not  free  from  smoke.    A  small  crystal  was  dropped 
into  a  red-hot  test-tube  to  show  that  at  a  high  temperature 
picric  acid  becomes  explosive.     Nitrocellulose  is  not  trust- 
worthy as  an  explosive,  as  the  pressure  of  the  explosive  in- 
creases suddenly  after  a  certain  point,  a  property  which 
makes  its  use  dangerous.  Amide  powder,  in  which  ammonium- 
nitrate  was  used,  was  a  good  explosive,  but  has  been  super- 
seded   by  other  classes  of  explosives,  and,  besides,  was 
deliquescent,  and  had  to  be  stored  in  airtight  vessels.  The 
energy  developed  in  an  explosive  is  quite  as  vital  as  the 
velocity,  a  fact  which  those  persons  who  write  to  the 
authorities  seem  to  lose  sight  of.    The  explosive  devised 
by  Abel  and  Dewar  is  inferior  to  none  of  its  competitors. 
The  War  Office  are  well  aware  that  any  practical  velocity 
and  energy  are  at  their  disposal,  but  whether  it  is  always 
in  the  place  it  is  wanted  is  another  matter.     If  the  War 
Office  had,  in  their  field-guns,  fixed  the  velocity  below  what 
is  by  some  deemed  necessary,  they  had  good  and  sufficient 
reasons  for  doing  so.    The  green  smoke  which  is  observed 
when  lyddite  is  exploded  is  due,  he  thought,  to  imperfect 
combustion.     A  brick  of  guncotton  (wet)  was  shown  which 
would,  the  lecturer  said,  if  exploded  by  means  of  fulminate 
of  mercury,  put  an  end  to  all  his  friends  in  the  front  part  of 
the  theatre,  whilst  a  charge  of  gunpowder  under  similar 
circumstances  would  cause  inconvenience  only  because  of 
the  smoke  it  gave  off.    A  dish  was  shown  in  wliich  were  the 
remains  of  a  lyddite  shell  after  explosion,  in  which  the  ircn 
of  the  shell  was  reduced  to  a  fine  powder  resembling  finely- 
divided  carbon.     The  lecturer  then  passed  on  to  the  subject 
of  the  erosion  caused  in  guns  by  explosives,  and  said  that 
Sir  Frederick  Abel,  Professor  Dewar,  and  himself  were  en- 
gaged on  experiments  with  a  view  to  lessening  the  erosion 
caused.    In  their  experiments  they  had  not  been  able  to 
devise  a  method  of  taking  the  temperature  at  the  time  of  the 
explosion,  as  in  the  Roberts-Austen  electrical  pyrometers, 
the  best  method  of  taking-  high  temperatures  at  present 
known,  the  wires  fuse  owing  to  the  great  heat  developed. 
Among  the  lantern-slides  exhibited  was  one  showing  the 
apparatus  used  for  taking  the  pressure  of  an  explosive.  The 
experiments  were,  the  lecturer  concluded  by  saying,  adding 
to  their  knowledge  and  confirming  the  truth  of  the  kinetic 
theory  of  gases. 

Exhibit?. 

Among  1he  exhibits  in  Ihe  library  was  an  aseptic  clinical 
thermometer  by  Mr.  J.  Hicks.  There  are  no  marks  on  the 
tube  of  the  thermometer,  the  graduation  being  in  gold  on  a 
metal  case  into  which  the  tube  is  slipped  after  use  and  the 
reading  taken.  Witbam's  t'rne-recordcr  is  a  new  form  of 
instrument  for  checking  the  outgoing  and   incoming  of 


workmen.  Each  workman  is  photographed  at  the  time  of 
entrance,  the  face  of  a  clock  being  simultaneously  photo- 
graphed. This  is  with  the  idea  of  rendering  it  impossible 
for  one  workman  to  substitute  himself  for  another,  the  weak 
point  with  other  forms  of  time-recorders. 

There  was  also  on  view  a  case  full  of  relics  of  the  fighting 
at  the  Modder  River. 


Chemical  Society. 

The  anniversary  meeting  was  held  at  Burlington  House  on 
Thursday  afternoon,  March  29,  when  Dr.  Thorpe  presided 
over  a  rather  smaller  gathering  than  usual,  the  members 
doubtless  reserving  themselves  for  the  evening  lecture  on 
Bunsen  by  Sir  Henry  Roscoe.  Among  those  present  were 
Messrs.  Howard,  Carteighe,  Martindale,  Tyrer,  and  Howie. 

The  Annual  Report, 

which  the  President's  address  resolves  itself  into,  showed 
that  the  present  strength  of  the  Society  is  2,288  ;  25  Fellows 
had  died  during  the  year,  19  withdrew,  and  118  were  elected. 
Amongst  the  deaths  were  three  pharmacists — J.  G.  F.  Richard- 
son, E.  C.  C.  Stanford,  and  W.  Lloyd  Williams  Amongst  those 
who  have  withdrawn  from  the  Society  are  Mr.  Richard  A. 
Bush  (Artillery  Lane,  E.),  Mr.  E.  W.  Lucas,  Ph.O,  and 
Mr.  Prosper  H.  Marsden,  Ph.O  The  President  referred  to 
the  losses  by  death,  confining  his  remarks  to  distinguished 
and  foreign  Fellows,  such  as  Frankland,  Bunsen,  Friedel, 
Nilson,  Rammelsberg,  and  Waage.  Referring  to  the  work  of 
the  Society  during  the  past  year  Dr.  Thorpe  stated  that  175 
communications  had  been  made,  and  he  gave  a  digest  of  the 
contents  of  the  Society's  journal,  also  referring  to  the 
collective  index.  The  library  had  been  brisker  than  in  the 
year  before.  At  this  stage  Dr.  Thorpe  handed  over  the 
Longstaff  medal  to  Dr.  W.  H.  Perkin  on  behalf  of  his  son 
(Professor  W.  H.  Perkin),  who  was  unable  to  be  present,  and 
spoke  of  the  work  which  had  been  done  (see  page  538).  The 
rest  of  the  address  was  devoted  to  details  of  the  Society's 
work,  and  it  concluded  with  a  review  of  the  progress  of 
chemistry  from  1800  to  1841,  when  the  Society  was  founded, 
which  was  taken  as  read. 

The  President  was  cordially  thankevl  for  his  address,  on 
the  motion  of  Sir  Henry  Roscoe,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and 

The  Treasurer's  Report 

was  then  submitted.  Dr.  Tilden  stated  in  this  that  the 
year's  income  had  been  4,088/.  from  admission  fees  and 
subscriptions,  781/.  15s.  6d.  from  the  journal,  and  444/.  13s.  Id. 
int>  rest.  The  expenses  had  been — on  account  of  the  journal, 
3,388/.  12a  11c?.  ;  on  account  of  the  proceedings,  171/.  14s.  Id. ; 
on  account  of  the  library  and  catalogue,  322/.  6s.  5d.  ;  and 
house  expenses,  543/.  5s.  lid.  ;  the  total  expenditure  being 
4,993/.  13s.  Id.  Research  grants  amounting  to  192/.  were 
made  during  the  year. 

After  this  there  was  nothing  to  do  but  to  thank  everybody 
and  elect  the  officers  and  Council,  the  changes  being  as 
reported  in  the  C.     D.,  February  24,  page  328. 


Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

Nottingham  Section. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Section  was  held  at  the 
University  College,  Nottingham,  on  Wednesday  evening, 
March  28,  Professor  F.  Stanley  Kipping  presiding.  The 
officers  for  the  year  were  elected  as  follows : — Chairman, 
Dr.  F.  Stanley  Kipping;  Vice-Chairman,  Mr.  Jas.  O'Sullivan; 
Treasurer,  Mr.  S.  J.  Pentecost ;  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  T.  Wood ; 
and  committee  :  Messrs.  L.  Archbutt,  S.  F.  Burford,  F.  J.  R. 
Carulla,  R.  M.  Caven,  W.  Scott  Heriot,  J.  White,  J.  M.  C. 
Paton,  A.  L.  Stern,  J.  J.  Sudborough,  S.  Trotman,  and  G.  J. 
Ward. 

The  annual  report  was  submitted  by  the  Hon.  Local 
Secretary  (Mr.  Joseph  T.  Wood).  It  showed  that  during 
the  year  six  meetings  had  been  held,  the  most  successful 
one  being  that  at  Burton-on-Trent  on  January  31,  the 
Leicester  met  ting  having  to  be  abandoned. 

After  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  had  been  accorded  to  the 
College  Committee  for  the  use  of  the  rooms  in  the  College, 
a  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  J.  Goldinc,  F.I. C,  on  "  Further 
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Experiments  with  Sugar  as  an  Aid  to  the  Growth  of 
Plants." 

Subsequently  the  members  adjourned  to  the  Constitutional 
"Club  for  the  annual  banquet,  and  were  joined  by  a  number 
•  of  guests,  among-t  whom  was  the  Sheriff  of  Nottingham 
(Councillor  Dr.  Roberts). 

The  Optical  Society. 

'This  Society  held  a  meeting  on  March  22  at  the  head- 
quarters, 7  Crane  Court,  E  C.  Dr.  Walmsley,  the  newly- 
elected  President,  was  in  the  chair,  and  delivered  his 

Inaugural  Address. 

After  Ipaying  a  compliment  to  the  ex-President  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  discharged  his  duties  and  referring 
to  the  differences  which  existed  between  the  Society  and  the 
Spectaclemakers'  Company,  Dr.  Walnisley  said  the  Optical 
Society  was  not,  as  sometimes  supposed,  merely  composed 
of  spectaclemakers,  but  included  all  those  interested  in 
optics,  such  as  the  photographic  trade,  and  he  hoped 
'members  of  subsidiary  optical  industries  would  support  the 
'Society.  The  question  of  standards  for  the  optical  trade 
was  an  important  one,  and  should  be  taken  up  at  an  early 
date.  The  Electrical  Committee  of  the  British  Association 
-worked  at  the  matter  of  electrical  standards  year  after  year, 
and  had  the  satisfaction  eventually  of  seeing  many  of  their 
results  embodied  in  the  Board  of  Trade  regulations.  He 
thought  a  standards  committee  should  be  appointed  by  the 
Optical  Society  without  delay.  Dr.  Walmsley  also  suggested 
that  steps  should  be  taken  to  affiliate  local  Societies,  and  so 
\30-ordinate  the  lines  of  thought,  and  said  it  was  desirable 
that  an  exhibition  of  optical  apparatus  should  be  arranged 
-which  should  not  only  be  a  benefit  to  the  optical  trade  but 
be  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  Society.  The  connection 
.  between  the  war  in  South  Africa  and  optics  was  then 
mentioned,  the  importance  of  field-glasses  being  especially 
emphasised.  In  regard  to  the  difficulty  in  locating  the 
direction  from  which  shots  fired  by  smokeless  powder 
•come,  the  speaker  said  experiments  should  be  made  with 
cobalt  glass,  which  might  make  visible  the  gases  evolved 
from  smokeless  powder.  The  various  kinds  of  range-finders 
for  guns  were  then  reviewed  in  detail,  and  the  scientific 
.principles  underlying  their  use  explained.  The  address 
ended  by  pointing  out  that  in  the  sciences  on  the  borderland 
of  optics — electricity,  chemistry,  acoustics  and  heat — there 
■existed  plenty  of  room  for  the  advancement  and  expansion 
of  the  Society. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Dixey  then  read  a  paper  on 

The  Centering  op  Spectacle-lenses. 

The  centre  of  a  lens  is,  he  said,  the  point  of  intersection 

■of  a  vertical  and  horizontal  line  drawn  along  the  path  of 
least  deviation,  a  point  which  is  found  with  sufficient 

-accuracy  for  spectacle-work  by  several  empirical  methods. 
These  methods — by  reflection,  by  the  prismeter,  by  the 
Jtladdox  analyser,  and  by  a  new  centering-instrument — were 
then   practically  shown,  the  demonstration  being  much 

-appreciated.  Incidentally  the  lecturer  mentioned  that  in  the 
bifocal  lenses  used  for  anisometropia  he  preferred  the  form 
in  which  there  are  two  separate  lenses  with  a  straight 

■division,  for  the  reasons  that  there  is  less  difficulty  in 
arranging  the  centre  of  the  vertical  axes  and  the  lower  lenses 
oould  be  tilted  if  necessary 

The  meeting  dispersed  at  a  late  hour,  votes  of  thanks  being 

■first  accorded  to  the  President  and  Mr.  Dixey  for  their  papers. 


Irish  Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Association. 

On  March  19  a  lecture  entitled  "  A  Trip  to  the  Orient  "  was 
-delivered  before  the  Association  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wyatt, 

L.P.S.I.,  in  the  X.L.  Cafe,  Grafton  Street,  Dublin. 

The  President  (Mr.  H.  Hunt)  occupied  the  chair,  and  there 

was  a  crowded  attendance,  including  Mr.  G.  D.  Beggs 

(President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society). 

The  lecturer  described  a  holiday  trip  taken  by  him  last 

summer.    Over  100  slides  were  shown,  illustrating  scenes  on 

board  ship,  on  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal,  and  in  Cairo,  with 
.its  mosques,  bazaars,  and  gardens.    Views  were  also  shown 

of  the  Holy  Land,  the  Jordan,  Jerusalem,  and  Bethlehem. 


The  photographs  of  the  Pyramids  included  one  1aken  in  the 
interior  by  the  aid  of  magnesium-ribbon.  A  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  lecturer  concluded  the  proceedings. 


Public  and  Poor=law  Dispensers'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  at  St.  Bride's 
Institute,  Ludgate  Circus,  E.C.,  on  March  28— Mr.  T.  H.  W. 
Idris,  L.C.C.,  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Idris  said  it  afforded  him  great  pleasure  to  make  the 
acquaintance  of  the  Association.  He  reminded  them  that 
at  one  time  they  depended  principally  on  dispensing  for  a 
living.  He  was  glad  to  see  them  banded  together,  as  it  was 
the  only  way  they  could  get  on — singly  they  were  likely  to 
get  squeezed  out. 

Mr.  S.  B.  Donnan  read  a  paper  on 

The  Chemistry  and  Physiology  of  Digestion. 

The  first  of  the  digestive  juices  is  the  saliva,  the  consti- 
tuents of  which  are — (1)  Organic :  mucin,  ptyalin,  proteid, 
and  potassium  sulphocyanide ;  (2)  inorganic :  sodium 
chloride,  sodium  carbonate,  calcium  phosphate,  magnesium 
phosphate,  and  potassium  chloride.  The  action  of  the  saliva 
is  both  physical  and  chemical,  the  latter  being  chiefly  due 
to  the  ptyalin,  which  splits  up  the  starch  into  dextrin  and 
maltose,  the  dextrin  being  also  eventually  converted  into 
maltose.  The  conversion  of  starch  into  maltose  continues 
for  fifteen  to  thirty  minutes  after  the  food  is  passed  into  the 
stomach,  but  eventually  the  hydrochloric  acid  secreted  by 
the  gastric  glands  becomes  excessive,  and  stops  the  action 
of  the  ptyalin.  After  an  explanation  of  what  fermentation 
was,  and  the  different  kinds — amylotic,  proteolytic,  steoto- 
lytic,  inversive,  and  coagulative — Mr.  Donnan  went  on  to 
refer  to  peptic  digestion.  The  gastric  juice  is  a  solu- 
tion of  a  proteolytic  ferment  (pepsin)  in  a  saline  solu- 
tion with  some  hydrochloric  acid,  and  is  discharged  by  two 
kinds  of  secretory  glands,  the  cardiac  and  the  pyloric  glands. 
The  chief  use  of  the  gastric  juice  is  to  convert  the  proteids  of 
the  food  into  diffusible  peptones;  the  juice  is  also  an  antiseptic, 
the  acid  destroying  putrefactive  organisms:  The  fermenta- 
tion of  peptones  is  a  hydrolytic  process,  intermediate  sub- 
stances formed  being  proteoses,  albumoses,  globuloses, 
vitelloses,  and  syntonin.  The  object  of  digestion  is  to  con- 
vert the  proteids  into  peptones  of  great  solubility,  which 
readily  pass  through  membrane  (osmosis). 

The  contents  of  the  stomach  being  converted  into  chyme, 
pass  on  to  the  duodenum,  absorbable  portions  being  first 
taken  up  by  the  blood-vessels  of  the  stomach.  In  the 
duodenum  the  chyme  meets  with  the  bile  and  pancreatic 
juice,  which  pass  in  at  a  common  orifice  in  the  middle  of 
the  duodenum.  The  alkalinity  of  these  juices  neutralises 
the  acid  of  the  chyme,  emulsifies  fat,  and  breaks  up  starch 
which  has  escaped  the  action  of  the  saliva.  Further  ab- 
sorption of  the  assimilated  portion  takes  place  as  the 
material  passes  along  the  bowel,  the  smaller  intestine,  with 
its  numerous  folds  and  villi,  absorbing  the  greater  part. 
Mr.  Donnan  then  traced  the  progress  of  absorbed  glucose, 
proteids,  and  fats,  showing  how  they  are  used  or  stored  up 
for  the  nourishment  of  the  body,  and  finished  his  most 
interesting  paper  by  stating  in  detail  all  that  is  known  of 
the  composition  of  the  intestinal  fluids  and  the  bacterial 
action  involved  in  the  digestive  processes. 

Mr.  Donnan  answered  a  number  of  questions,  after  which 
Mr.  Idris  said  in  waste  products  he,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Main  Drainage  Committee  of  the  L.C.C.,  had  had  some  little 
experience.  The  L.C.C.  had  been  experimenting  on  the 
purification  of  sewage  by  means  of  the  nitrifying  organism, 
and  the  L.C.C.  were  going  to  lay  down  a  100-acre  filter-bed. 
He  congratulated  Mr.  Donnan  on  his  interesting  and  suc- 
cessful paper,  and  remarked  that  Sir  B.  Ward  Richardson  had 
once  suggested  to  him  the  manufacture  of  a  digestive 
beverage.  He  (Mr.  Idris)  experimented  and  manufactured 
one,  but  its  digestive  action  was  lost  on  keeping.  A  vote  of 
thanks  was  given  to  Mr.  Donnan  for  his  paper. 

Mr.  Idris  was  also  thanked  for  his  attendance,  and,  in 
reply,  told  a  true  story  of  a  chemist's  assistant  who,  hearing 
that  Sir  B.  W.  Richardson,  who  had  been  lecturing  on  peroxide 
of  hydrogen,  was  unable  to  obtain  a  strong  solution  of  the 
peroxide,  experimented,  and  was  successful  in  making 
the  required  article.     Richardson  was  dt  lighted,  and  took 
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some  to  Paris,  where  Dumas  lectured  on  its  properties.  The 
Empress  Eugenie's  hairdresser,  who  was  present,  noticed  that 
a  black  feather  used  for  one  of  the  experiments  became 
golden  coloured,  and,  hunting  up  the  assistant,  contracted 
to  take  1,000/.  worth  a  year  for  fourteen  years,  so  laying 
the  foundation  of  a  large  fortune. 

Edinburgh  and  District  Chemists'  Trade 
Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  in  the  Board  Room 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  House,  Edinburgh,  Mr.  David 
McLaren  (Chairman)  presiding.  The  Chairman  made 
reference  to  the  death  of  Mr.  William  Burley,  Treasurer  of 
the  Association,  and  it  was  agreed  to  send  a  letter  of 
sympathy  to  Mrs.  Burley.  Mr.  Lunan  also  feelingly  referred 
to  the  death  of  their  Chairman's  mother. 
The  Chairman  then  read  a  paper  entitled 

Forty  Years  in  the  Drug -trade. 

He  began  with  his  own  experiences  as  an  apprentice  in  Alloa, 
and  in  a  racy  and  humorous  manner  gave  his  impressions  of 
the  conditions  of  employment  then.  Passing  to  Edinburgh 
in  1853,  he  gave  his  reminiscences  of  prominent  chemists  of 
the  city,  of  their  ideas  and  eccentricities,  of  societies  which 
sprang  up  and  were  superseded  by  others,  and  of  benefits 
derived  from  attendance  at  them.  The  address  concluded 
by  reference  to  the  vexed  question  of  titles,  his  opinion  being 
that  if  these  could  not  be  conserved  for  qualified  men  and 
women  they  had  Detter  move  that  the  Act  be  repealed,  and 
return  to  the  former  state  of  free  trade. 

Other  members  gave  reminiscences,  and  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Lunan,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bowman,  the  Chairman  was 
thanked  for  his  paper. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Glass  then  read  a  paper  on 

Clause  2  of  the  Companies  Bill. 
He  asked  if  they  were  to  support,  seek  to  amend,  or  reject 
this  clause.  The  clause  united  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  a 
safe  measure  of  control  and  protection — control  of  company- 
pharmacy  and  protection  to  chemists — inasmuch  as  com- 
panies would  b.2  brought  within  the  provisions  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act.  It  provided  in  the  case  of  companies  (1) 
that  the  business  of  chemist  and  druggist  and  not  merely 
the  sale  of  poisons  should  be  bona  fide  conducted  by  a 
registered  person.  (2)  That  the  name  of  the  qualified 
manager  or  assistant  should  be  conspicuously  posted  in  the 
shop  where  business  was  carried  on.  This  conspicuous 
advertisement  would  have  a  very  salutary  effect  upon  any 
qualified  manager  or  assistant,  who,  instead  of  being  a 
nonentity,  as  at  present,  would  be  regarded  as  in  supreme 
authority  in  the  shop  over  which  his  name  was  posted,  and 
the  safety  of  the  public  would  be  provided  for  and 
the  spirit  of  the  Act  carried  out.  (3)  It  would  bring 
companies  directly  under  the  control  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society.  This  would  be  a  great  improvement. 
By  placing  companies  in  a  responsible  position  there  would 
be  a  guarantee  for  the  observance  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Act,  there  would  be  the  manager  responsible  to  the  com- 
pany, and  the  company  responsible  to  the  Society.  Were 
they  to  reject  this  clause  ;  nay,  verily  should  they  not 
support  it?  The  clause  was  not  perfect,  and  they  could  not 
wholly  approve  of  companies  using  their  titles  even  by 
the  covering  of  a  qualified  manager.  The  title  conferred 
qualifications,  and,  therefore,  could  not  be  obtained  by 
means  of  a  substitute.  The  difficulty,  however,  was  more 
theoretical  than  practical.  A  drug  company  could  not  carry 
on  the  business  of  a  chemist  unless  by  qualified  manage- 
ment, and  under  this  clause  it  would  be  responsible  for  the 
conduct  of  the  business,  and  amenable  to  the  Pharmacy  Act. 
The  com)  any's  title  could  only  be  held  in  conjunction  with 
and  in  virtue  of  the  title  held  by  a  qualified  assistant  or 
manager.  It  was  better  to  have  the  clause  as  it  was  than  to 
have  none  at  all,  but  if  the  clause  could  be  amended  to 
restrict  the  titles,  so  much  the  better.  The  position  taken 
up  by  chemists  in  the  companies  question  was  too  much  one 
of  opposition, 

companies  would  never  be  stopped. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  this  was  a  most  valuable 
opportunity  ;  the  Government  had  taken  up  their  case,  and 


there  was,  therefore,  almost  a  certainty  of  them  seeing  the- 
business  through.  Unfortunately  there  was  little  likelihood  of 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  helping  in  this- 
direction.  If  they  opposed  the  Government  in  their  earnest 
endeavour  to  solve  a  difficult  problem,  and  to  carry  through 
a  fair  and  rational  amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  they 
virtually  closed  the  door  of  reform  for  ten  or  twelve  years- 
to  come.  Although  not  disposed  to  grant  a  legal  status  to- 
companies  as  chemists,  yet  they  would  do  well  to  consider 
the  position  and  difficulties  of  the  Government.  The  Lord 
Chancellor — who  framed  the  clause — no  doubt  considered 
it  would  be  anomalous  for  a  company  to  possess  the  right  to 
carry  on  a  chemist's  business  and  not  be  able  to  use  the? 
title,  and  especially  as  the  company  was  to  assume  all  the 
responsibility  under  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  1858.  Mr.  Ritchie  was  reported  to  have  said  that 
Clause  2  must  stand  or  nothing.  Disregarding  the  final 
•'No"  of  Mr.  Ritchie,  and  emulating  the  importunate- 
widow,  let  them  unitedly  seek  a  very  reasonable  modifica- 
tion of  this  clause.  The  modified  clause  which  he  proposed 
would  run  thus  : — 

No  company  may  carry  on  the  business  of  a  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  or  chemist  and  druggist,  unless  such  business  is  bona- 
fide  conducted  by  a  manager  or  assistant  being  a  duly-qualified 
pharmaceutical  chemist  or  chemist  and  druggist,  and  unless  the 
name  of  the  person  so  qualified  is  conspicuously  posted  in  letters- 
easily  legible  in  the  shop  or  other  place  in  which  the  business  is- 
carried  on,  and  unless  any  name  or  title  implying  registration 
under  the  Pharmacy  Acts  be  taken,  used,  or  exhibited  only  in 
connection  with  the  name  of  the  duly-qualified  manager  01- 
assistant  aforesaid,  but  subject  to  this  provision  anything  which 
would  be  an  offence  under  Sections  1  and  15  of  the  Pharmacy- 
Act,  1868,  if  committed  by  an  individual,  shall  bs  an  offence  if 
committed  by  a  company.  (Applause.) 

If  they  failed  in  their  demand  to  amend  the  clause,  let  the 
clausepass  intact.  They  had  made  their  protest,  and  future 
action  could  be  taken  to  amend  the  clause  so  that  com- 
panies could  not  use  titles,  which,  however,  in  their  case, 
could  only  be  illusory.  What  should  they  say  about  their 
leaders  1  Unfortunately,  they  had  none.  The  Council  in 
Bloomsbury  Square,  sitting,  apparently,  at  ease,  had  not 
been  able  to  grapple  with  the  situation. 

blind  leaders  of  the  blind. 

Not  being  able  to  make  up  their  minds  on  this  important 
question,  they  had  brought  about  in  the  country  a  lack  of 
unanimity.  Associations  could  not  come  to  unanimous 
decisions,  because  the  Council,  which  was  supposed  to- 
represent  the  chemists  of  Great  Britain,  had  not  adopted  a 
policy,  or,  if  it  had,  it  had  not  declared  it.  The  members  of 
the  Council  had  shown  themselves  totally  incapable  of 
occupying  the  position  of  counsellors — not  to  speak  of 
leaders — of  those  who  looked  to  them  for  guidance,  men 
most  of  whom  were  supposed  to  have  age,  wisdom,  and  ex- 
perience on  their  side,  had  played  with  great  opportunities. 
To  use  a  military  illustration,  while  the  enemy  had  been 
raiding  the  country,  attacking  their  forts,  carrying  the 
warfare  into  their  very  camps,  annexing  territory,  and' 
securing  many  prisoners,  their  generals  had  been  engaged  in- 
framing  impossible  Bills  and  clauses,  making  fitful  and  un- 
fruitful, because  impracticable,  attempts  to  secure  a  species 
of  legislation  which  would  not  pass  muster  in  a  debating- 
club.  One  wished  there  was  more  outspokenness  and  less 
diplomacy  shown  in  the  Council  meetings.  Their  house- 
required  to  be  reformed ;  the  policy  and  practice  of  the- 
Council  must  be  radically  changed.  Hitherto  they  had 
waited  patiently  in  hope  that  wisdom  would  be  found  and 
some  united  action  agreed  upon — at  least,  that  something 
definite  would  be  attempted.  The  Council  must  be  strongly 
urged  to  make  up  its  mind  on  this  company-question.  Past 
events  ought  to  convince  men  of  understanding  that  in 
regard  to  legislation  companies  might  be  controlled,  but 
never  could  be  stopped. 

Mr.  Glass  was  thanked  for  his  paper,  and  it  was  agreed  to 
discuss  it  at  an  adjourned  meeting. 

Other  Business. 

In  answer  to  an  inquiry,  Mr.  C.  F.  Henry  (the  Secretary) 
was  instructed  to  reply  that  the  Association  could  not  under- 
take to  defend  cases  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Excursion  to  Aberfoyle  remitted  to  Committee. 
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Irish  Pharmacy  Act. 

A  Grocer  Sells  Fellows's  Syrup. 

At  the  Petty  Sessions,  Fintona,  co.  Tyrone,  on  Tuesday, 
.March  27,  before  Mr.  J.  W.  E.  Dunsterville,  R.M.  (Chairman), 
Major  H.  G.  S.  Alexander,  Messrs.  Hugh  Johnston,  Joseph 
Taylor,  and  George  Leonard,  J.P.'s,  Thomas  Tubman,  shop- 
Ikeeper,  was  charged  by  Theophilus  Brush,  an  agent  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  with  keeping  open  shop  for  retailing 
poison  and  selling  strychnine,  he  not  being  a  person  properly 
■qualified  according  to  law.  In  a  second  case  the  same  com- 
plainant charged  Francis  Jones,  a  shop-assistant,  in  the 
employment  of  the  first  defendant,  with  selling  strychnine 
•on  February  6. 

Mr.  Joseph  Donnelly,  solicitor,  79  Donegal  Street,  Belfast, 
prosecuted  on  behalf  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Ireland, 
-and  the  defendant  was  represented  by  Mr.  King  Houston, 
Omagh.    The  two  cases  were  taken  together. 

Mr.  Donnelly  explained  that  Brush  on  February  6  pur- 
chased a  bottle  of  "  Fellows's  compound  syrup  "  at  Mr. 
Tubman's  gio  ery-shop,  and  the  medicine  was  sold  by 
Francis  Jones.  The  bottle  was  subsequently  handed  to  Mr. 
Barklie  for  ana'ysis,  and  it  was  found  to  contain  a  certain 
percentage  of  strychnine  which,  as  their  Worships  knew,  was 
a  deadly  poison. 

Mr.  Houston  relied  on  the  15th  section  of  the  Act,  under 
which  he  held  their  Worships  had  power  to  regulate  their 
finding  as  would  seem  to  meet  the  peculiar  merits  of  the 
•case.  He  mentioned  a  similar  case  in  Tipperary,  where  the 
nominal  fine  of  Is.  and  costs  was  inflicted. 

Mr.  Donnelly  explained  that  that  was  subsequently 
■brought  before  Justices  O'Brien,  Johnston,  and  Holmes,  and 
they  were  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  the  magistrates 
■were  wrong,  and  accordingly  ordered  the  penalty  to  be 
raised  to  51.  as  provided  by  Statute. 

Theophilus  Brush  deposed  that  he  was  an  inspector  in  the 
•emrliyment  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland.  On 
February  6  he  was  in  Fintona  and  saw  a  bottle  of  Fellows's 
syrup  in  Mr.  Tubman's  window.  He  went  in  and  asked  for 
a  bottle.  Jones  handed  it  over,  and  said  the  price  was 
2s.  61.  He  paid  for  the  medicine.  The  label  on  the  bottle 
pointed  out  that  the  syrup  contained  poison. 

Robert  Barklie,  public  analyst  for  the  County  Council  of 
the  Borough  of  Belfast,  the  Omagh  Board  of  Guardians, 
■and  about  sixteen  other  bodies  in  Ireland,  deposed  to 
receiving  the  Fellows's  syrup,  and  finding  strychnine  in  it, 
but  the  quantity  he  operated  on  would  not  enable  him  to 
form  an  absolutely  correct  idea  as  to  the  proportion.  He 
would  say  about  £  gr.  to  each  2  oz.  of  the  syrup,  or  1  gr.  in 
•one  bottleful.  Half  a  grain  would  be  a  poisonous  dose  for  an 
adult  person. 

Mr.  Houston  :  Then  it  would  be  necessary  for  persons  to 
take  half  the  contents  of  the  bottle  at  one  dose  before  they 
■could  do  themselves  any  harm.  I  believe  I  could  get  a  man 
in  Fintona  to  swallow  that  amount  without  the  least  suspicion 
or  injury  to  his  constitution. 

By  Mr.  Houston  :  Isn't  it  a  patent  medicine  ? 

Mr.  Barklie:  I  believe  not,  for  the  reason  that  patent 
•medicines  are  protected  by  a  Government  stamp. 

Mr.  Houston  :  You  must  be  prepared  to  prove  that  it  is  not 
a  patent  medicine. 

The  Chairman  :  It  is  not  necessary  for  the  complainant  to 
prove  a  negative. 

Mr.  Houston  said  he  relied  on  the  point  that  Mr.  Brush 
■could  not  prosecute.  The  33th  section  of  the  Act  would  go 
to  prove  that.  The  complainant,  he  contended,  was  entirely 
in  the  employment  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and 
•could  not,  therefore,  be  a  peace-officer  or  an  official  of 
any  of  the  Government  departments.  Prosecutions  such 
as  the  present  must  be  brought  by  officers  of  the  Constabu- 
lary, who  were  the  only  properly  qualified  persons.  He 
further  contended  that  in  the  Act  referred  to  it  was  held  to 
be  illegal  to  sell  arsenic  and  its  preparations,  but  although 
strychnine  was  also  included  there  was  no  mention  of  its 
preparations. 

Mr.  Donnelly  said  the  Act  quoted  by  Mr.  Houston,  S3  and 


34  Vict.,  was  five  years  previous  to  38  and  39  Vict,,  under 
which  the  present  cases  were  brought. 

Mr.  Barklie  (to  the  Chairman)  :  The  principal  ingredient  in 
the  bottle  is  sugar,  and  it  also  contains  quinine,  manganese, 
and  potash  as  hypophosphites,  in  addition  to  the  poisonous 
substance  referred  to. 

Francis  Jones,  examined  by  Mr.  Houston  as  a  witness  in 
the  case  brought  against  the  first  defendant,  said  he  was 
about  five  months  in  the  shop  belonging  to  Mr.  Tubman. 
They  got  the  shop  from  a  man  named  Turkington.  There 
were  some  bottles  of  this  syrup  in  the  stock  which  they  took 
over  with  the  shop.  He  never  sold  a  bottle  of  it,  except  to 
Mr.  Brush.  He  never  sold  any  to  the  public.  The  bottle 
was  kept  in  the  window. 

Mr.  Dunsterville  recalled  a  somewhat  similar  prosecution 
in  Sixmilecross. 

Mr.  Houston  :  Was  not  that  prosecution  brought  by  the 
Constabulary  .' 

Mr.  Dunsterville  :  Yes  ;  but  the  Pharmaceutical  Socety  is 
a  corporate  body,  and  quite  competent  to  bring  a  prosecu- 
tion such  as  the  present. 

After  brief  remarks  by  counsel,  the  Bench  consulted,  and 
decided  to  impose  a  fine  of  51.  in  each  of  the  two  cases. 

Mr.  Houston  asked  their  Worships  to  make  the  one  con- 
viction satisfy  the  two  cases,  as  the  two  prosecutions  were 
really  for  the  same  offence. 

The  Bench  could  not  accede  to  this  request,  but  Mr. 
Donnelly  promised  to  make  an  application  to  the  Society  for 
the  return  of  a  portion  of  the  fine. 


High  Court  Cases. 

Clarke  &  Co.  v.  Beeson  &  Co. 
In  the  Chancery  Division  on  March  24,  before  Mr.  Justice 
Byrne,  the  plaintiffs  (soap  merchants  in  Holland)  sought  to 
restrain  the  defendants  temporarily  from  collecting  moneys 
on  their  behalf.  They  had  appointed  the  defendants  sole 
agents  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  their  goods,  of  which 
several  consignments  had  been  made,  amounting  to  179/. 
Although  defendants  had  been  repeatedly  pressed  for 
accounts  they  had  forwarded  none  of  the  moneys  realised 
from  the  sale  of  the  goods,  except  a  cheque  for  20L 
which  had  been  dishonoured,  and  a  bill  of  40Z.,  which  had 
not  yet  become  due.  Recently  the  defendants  had  set  up 
that  the  goods  were  their  own,  they  having  purchased  theru 
from  the  plaintiff  ;  hence  this  action.  His  Lordship  made 
the  order  asked  for  upon  the  plaintiffs'  solicitor  giving  an 
undertaking  to  be  responsible. 

Saccharin  Patents. 

Mr.  Justice  Buckley,  sitting  in  the  Chancery  Division  on 
Tuesday,  March  27,  commenced  the  hearing  of  the  case  of 
the  Saccharin  Corporation  (Limited)  v.  the  Anglo-Continental 
Chemical-works  (Limited)  and  Robert  Reitmeyer.  This  was 
an  action  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  alleged  infringement 
of  Monet's  patent  for  the  manufacture  of  saccharin,  which 
is  owned  by  the  plaintiff  company.  The  defendants  alleged 
that  the  patent  was  invalid  by  anticipation,  and  also  denied 
infringement.  Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton,  Q.C.,  M.P.,  Mr.  Cripps, 
Q.C.,  M.P.,  Mr.  Graham,  and  Mr.  Colefax  appeared  as  counsel 
for  the  plaintiffs,  and  Mr.  R.  Neville,  Q.C.,Mr.  Wallace,  Q.C., 
Lord  Robert  Cecil,  Q.C.,  Mr.  A.  J.  Walter,  and  Mr.  Dawes 
Bucknill  for  the  defendants. 

Mr.  Moulton,  in  opening  the  case,  said  the  Saccharin 
Corporation  possessed  substantially  the  whole  of  the  letters- 
patent  by  which  saccharin  was  manufactured,  but  by 
arrangement  this  case  proceeded  only  on  Monet's  patent. 
Already  that  patent  had  been  under  judicial  decision  before 
Mr.  Ju;tice  North  in  an  action  by  the  Saccharin  Corporation 
against  the  Chemical  and  Drugs  Company.  Infringers  of 
the  patents  had  found  it  wiser  to  create  bogus  companies 
for  the  purpose  than  to  take  individual  respon>ibility.  The 
Chemical  and  Drugs  Company,  which  fought  a  spirited 
action  in  a  spirited  manner,  had,  he  believed,  a  paid-up 
capital  of  seven  shares  of  101.  each.  The  person  there  who 
was  the  active  agent  was  Mr.  Robert  Reitmeyer,  who  ap- 
peared as  managing  director  in  the  present  case,  and  also  a 
defendant  in  the  action.  After  the  former  action  had  gone 
a  certain  distance  against  the  Chemical  and  Drugs  Com- 
pany, that  company  liquidated,  and  sold  all  its  business 
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books,  and  papers  to  the  Anglo-Continental  Chemical-works 
(Limited),  the  present  defendants.  It  was  admitted  that 
there  had  been  infringement  of  patent,  but  its  validity  was 
contested.  That  action  resulted  in  establishing  validity. 
No  funds  being  available  to  pay  the  plaintiffs'  damages,  Mr. 
Keitmeyer  went  on  as  usual,  this  time  under  the  name  of  the 
Anglo-Continental  Chemical-works  (Limited),  which  bad, 
he  believed,  a  nominal  capital  of  about  4,000/.  The  learned 
counsel  then  went  through  the  specification  for  the  manu- 
facture of  saccharin,  which  was,  he  said,  a  coal-tar  product 
of  extraordinary  sweetness,  7  lbs.  of  saccharin  being  equal 
in  sweetness  to  1  ton  of  sugar,  and,  being  absolutely  in- 
nocuous, it  was  very  largely  in  use.  As  the  defendants  had 
been  importing  saccharin  without  any  indication  or  mark  as 
to  its  source  of  origin,  it  was  thrown  upon  plaintiffs  to  prove 
that  its  manufacture  was  an  infringement  of  plaintiffs' 
patent ;  and  on  this  point  there  would  be  t;chnical  evidence. 

On  Wednesday  Professor  Dewar,  Dr.  Liebmann,  and  Dr. 
Milberg  were  called  in  support  of  the  plaintiffs'  case,  the 
general  effect  of  their  evidence  being  that  Monet's  patent 
was  novel,  and  that  no  one  would  have  been  led  by  previous 
literature  and  general  knowledge  to  anticipate  that  such 
results  could  be  obtained  as  were  described  in  Monet's 
patent. 

This  concluded  the  case  for  the  plaintiffs.  On  Thursday 
the  case  for  the  defendants  was  opened,  and  after  counsel 
had  addressed  the  Court  Professor  William  Ramsay  was 
called  as  a  witness.  The  case  was  still  proceeding  when  we 
went  to  press. 

[This  may  be  regarded  as  a  test-case,  as  several  others 
which  are  pending  will  turn  upon  it. — Editor.] 

The  Vimbos  Promotion. 

Further  evidence  in  the  case  of  Dudman  v.  Altman  and 
others  has  been  heard  by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  and  a  special 
jury  since  our  last  issue.  The  evidence  was  wholly  concerned 
with  the  promotion  of  the  company,  and  the  most  interesting 
part  of  it  was  provided  by  Mr.  Charles  Brannan,  who  acted 
as  liquidator,  and  who  in  the  course  of  his  statement  said 
that  part  of  the  assets,  the  goodwill  and  stock  in  trade  were 
agreed  to  be  sold  to  Bovril  (Limited)  for  27,500/.  That  was 
sufficient  to  pay  off  the  13  000/.  debentures.  The  secured 
creditors  representing  16,000/.  bad  been  paid  15*.  in  the 
pound.  There  would  probably  be  no  return  to  shareholders. 
The  value  of  assets  taken  from  the  Scottish  Fluid  Beef 
Company  was  about  2,000/.  Witness  believed  Messrs.  Sibley 
&  Hyde  had  undertaken  to  underwrite  65,000/.  out  of  the 
capital  of  150,000/.,  but  there  was  nothing  to  show  they  had 
received  shares  in  return.  There  was  a  fresh  issue  of  21,000/ 
capital  in  1898.  Out  of  the  15,000/.  debentures  Mr.  Burn 
subscribed  6,000/.  and  received  debentures  to  meet  some  of 
his  advances  to  the  company.  Mr.  Wheeler,  the  official 
liquidator  of  Vimbos  (Limited),  said  the  total  number  of 
shares  subscribed  was  45,561.  The  public  only  subscribed 
509  of  those.  In  the  case  of  the  underwriters  in  many 
instances  nothing  had  been  paid  at  all.  The  plaintiff's  case 
then  closed  and  the  hearing  is  proceeding. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Seidlitz  Powders. 
At  Seaham  Harbour  Petty  Sessions  on  March  23,  George 
Brown,  wholesale  dealer,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  was  summoned 
for  selling  seidlitz  powders  which  Mr.  Stock,  public  analyst, 
of  Darlington,  certified  to  be  33  per  cent,  deficient  in  sodium 
potassium  tartrate,  35  per  cent,  deficient  in  sodium  bicar- 
bonate, and  26  per  cent,  deficient  in  tartaric  acid.  The 
defendant  was  also  charged  with  using  a  false  label  to 
describe  the  same,  and  Mr.  B.  Scott  Elder,  who  prosecuted, 
pointed  out  that  on  the  label,  which  was  as  follows  :— 

Effervescing  saline  powders,  formerly  called  seidlitz  powders  ; 
not  prepared  according  to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia, 

the  words  "  seidlitz  powders  "  were  in  the  largest  type,  and 
displayed  in  one  line.  This  was,  in  Mr.  Elder's  opinion,  a 
false  label,  and  he  asked  for  a  conviction.  He  then  called 
Mrs.  Davison,  general  dealer,  Murton  Colliery,  who  stated 
that  in  March  last  she  gave  an  order  to  Mr.  Brown,  jun.,  for 
a  supply  of  seidlitz  powders.    The  powders  were  delivered 


an  I  were  invoiced  "seidlitz  powders."  These  were  the 
powders  which  she  sold  to  Mr.  Elder  in  good  faith,  thinking 
they  were  genuine  seidlitz  powders. 

Mr.  Elder,  having  put  in  the  analyst's  certificate,  said 
that  having  been  made  aware  of  the  wholesale  dealer  in  this 
case,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  take  action  against  him,  as  well 
as  the  retailer,  who  appeared  to  be  perfectly  innocent  of 
intentional  wrong-doing. 

The  defence  was  that  the  powders  supplied  to  Mr?* 
Davison  were  sold  to  her  as  "  effervescing  saline  powders." 
They  were  not  described  as  "  seidlitz  powders,"  as  could  be 
seen  from  the  statements  on  the  labels,  which  said  "formerly 
called."  The  powders  sold  were  perhaps  not  of  the  nature 
of  seidlitz  powders,  but  they  were  equal  in  quality.  It  was* 
contended  that  the  declaration  "  not  made  in  accordance  with 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia "  sufficiently  showed  that  there 
was  no  desire  to  deceive. 

After  consultation  the  Bench  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
seidlitz  powders  were  asked  for  by  Mrs.  Davison,  but  seidlitz 
powders  were  not  supplied,  and  a  penalty  of  5/.,  with  12s.  Qd. 
costs,  was  inflicted. 

Mrs.  Davison  was  also  summoned  for  selling  the  powders- 
referred  to  as  "  seidlitz  powders,"  but  Mr.  Elder  asked  per- 
mission to  withdraw   the   charge,  to  which  request  the 
Magistrates  agreed. 

Alum  Baking-powder. 
On  March  23  at  Lincoln,  Thomas  Bell,  grocer,  of  Torksey. 
Lock,  was  fined  1*.  and  4s.  Gd.  costs  for  selling  baking- 
powder  which,  the  analyst  stated,  contained  18  per  cent,  of- 
alum.  Defendant's  wife  said  she  sold  the  packets  exactly 
as  they  were  received  from  her  merchant  at  Lincoln. 

Formalin  in  Milk. 

At  Liverpool  on  March  21,  an  adjourned  summons  against* 
Thomas  Lawson  for  having  sold  milk  which  was  adulterated 
with  formalin  as  a  preservative  was  heard.  Mr.  Collingwood 
Williams,  analyst,  said  he  had  found  formalin  in  the  milk,  but 
it  was  impossible  to  estimate  the  exact  percentage.  The 
defence  was  that  the  business  was  carried  on  in  a  poor  quarter 
of  the  town,  where  milk  was  taken  home  and  kept  in  the 
living-apartment,  in  consequence  of  which  it  quickly  weni; 
sour.  Mr  Stewart  (the  Stipendiary)  remarked  that  if  people 
were  cockered  up  with  boracic  acid  and  formalin  and  such  like 
things  we  should  have  a  very  poor  population,  and  Professor 
Boyce  said  the  effect  of  formalin  in  milk  was  most  injurious 
to  the  process  of  digestion,  and  also  upon  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  stomach.  This  fact  he  had  discovered 
himself  by  experiments  on  an  extensive  scale.  The  addition 
of  formalin  would  help  to  retard  the  milk  getting  sour,  but 
at  the  same  time  it  would  not  prevent  other  processes  being 
set  up  which  were  equally  injurious,  fostering  the  tougher 
organisms  such  as  the  bacillus  enteritides.  Mr.  Stewart 
ultimately  adjourned  the  case  nine  die  on  the  undertaking, 
being  given  that  no  formalin  should  be  used  in  the  future. 

Vinegar. 

At  North  London  Police  Court,  on  March  27,  Messrs.. 
Sanders,  grocers,  Globe  Koad,  Mile  End,  were  summoned 
by  the  Islington  Vestry  for  selling  as  malt  vinegar  an  article 
certified  by  Mr.  Frank  L.  Teed  (public  analyst)  to  be  com- 
posed of  acetic  acid  5  10  per  cent.,  solid  matter  0  46,  water, 
&C,  94  44;  and  that  some  of  the  ash,  after  the  examination, 
showed  traces  of  phosphoric  acid.  The  defence  was  thai- 
there  were  two  kinds  of  commercial  vinegar — viz.,  pure  malt 
vinegar  and  the  article  in  question,  which  was  known  as- 
"  table  vinegar  " — and  it  was  added  that  a  new  assistant  at. 
their  branch  establishment  at  Blackstock  Road,  Finsburyi 
Park,  had  served  the  article  by  mistake.  A  fine  of  3/.  and 
21.  2s.  costs  was  imposed. 

Merchandise- marks  Act. 

Vinegar. 

At  Marlborough  Police  Court  on  March  £2,  Messrs.  Hill,, 
Evans  &  Co.,  vinegar  manufacturers,  Worcester,  were  sum- 
moned for  having  sold  vinegar  with  a  false  warranty  to. 
Messrs.  W.  S.  Chapman  &  Co.  Evidence  for  the  prosecution 
was  to  the  effect  that  a  sample  of  the  vinegar  in  question, 
purchased   by  Messrs.   Chapman,  and  warranted  on  the 
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invoice  and  by  the  label  on  the  cask  as  "  pure  malt  vinegar," 
was  certified  by  Dr.  James  Edmunds,  public  analyst,  to 
contain  0  121  per  cent,  of  sulphuric  acid.  The  analyst  did 
not  suggest  that  free  acid  had  been  added  to  the  vinegar, 
the  acid  he  found  being  "  combined  acid.  For  the  defence 
Mr.  H.  E.  H.  Hill,  a  member  of  the  defendant  firm,  deposed 
that  absolutely  no  acid  was  added  to  the  vinegar.  The 
water  they  used  was  taken  from  their  own  well,  and  it  had 
been  certified  by  eminent  scientific  men  as  good  for  vinegar- 
making.  Dr.  Bernard  Dyer  deposed  that  the  vinegar  was 
pure  malt  vinegar  with  no  acid  or  sulphates  added.  He  had 
found  in  it  sulphates  of  lime  and  magnesia,  but  no  sulphuric 
acid  properly  so  called.  He  had  also  analysed  the  water 
from  which  the  vinegar  was  made,  and  found  it  hard, 
containing  the  same  proportion  of  sulphates  as  the  vinegar. 
He  considered  it  better  than  soft  water  for  brewing  vinegar, 
as  it  conferred  better  keeping-properties  upon  the  product. 
The  hearing  was  adjourned  for  a  week. 


A  Broken  Covenant. 

At  Birmingham  Assizes  on  March  22.  an  action  was  brought 
by  F.  H.  Prosser  and  another,  who  carry  on  business  as  drug 
and  spice  merchants  in  Birmingham  under  the  style  of 
Green  &  Co.,  to  recover  from  Fredk.  Green  damages  for 
breach  of  covenant.  Plaintiffs  also  sought  an  injunction. 
In  May,  1897,  the  defendant  sold  his  drug,  spice,  and  seed 
business  to  the  plaintiffs,  and  undertook  not  to  trade  in 
similar  commodities  within  fifty  miles  of  Birmingham  for  a 
period  of  five  years.  Despite  this,  plaintiffs  alleged  that  he 
had  continued  dealing  in  various  spices,  which  the  defendant 
contended  were  products  not  included  in  the  business  sold 
to  plaintiffs.  Defendant  counterclaimed  for  damages  caused 
by  plaintiffs  suddenly  cutting  off  gas-power  which  they 
undertook  to  supply.  The  jury  found  for  the  plaintiffs  on 
the  claim  and  counterclaim,  and  Mr.  Justice  Darling  gave 
judgment  for  11.  damages  and  granted  an  injunction. 


Warehousing1  GaUs. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  Friday,  Mr.  G.  Pitt-Lewis, 
Q.C.,  Deputy-Judge,  delivered  judgment  in  the  case  of 
Knight  v.  Vogt,  which  was  briefly  reported  in  Thk  Chemist 
and  Druggist  last  week,  page  £01.  Messrs.  T.  L.  Knight  & 
Co.,  New  Sun  Wharf,  Limthouse,  claimed  34/.  10s.  lid. 
from  Messrs.  Henri  Vogt  &  Co.,  gall  merchants,  Rood  Lane, 
E.C.,  for  warehousing  certain  galls  fcrtbem.  The  defendants 
alleged  short  delivery.  The  Deputy-Judge  now  held  that 
the  plaintiffs,  if  not  actually  common  carriers,  had  all  the 
liabilities  of  common  carriers,  but  found  as  a  fact  that  the 
galls  sustained  damage  through  being  badly  packed,  and 
there  was  no  evidence  of  any  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
plaintiffs.  He  therefore  found  for  the  plaintiffs  on  the 
claim  and  counterclaim. 


Bankruptcies  anfc  ^failures. 


;    Be  Thomas  Bottomley,  Seholes,  and  Hightown,  Liversedge, 
Chemic  nufacturer. 

The  first  meeting  of  creditors  was  held  on  March  22,  at  Brad- 
ford, and  Mr.  H.  F.  Hartman  (Messrs.  Butterfield  &  Hartman, 
chartered  accountants,  Bradford)  was  appointed  trustee,  with  a 
committee  of  inspection.  The  liabilities  are  stated  at  1'952/.,  and 
the  assets  at  880/. 


Be  John  Lawman  Nicholas,  Heckington,  Lines,  Manufacturer 
of  Ointment  known  as  Bishop's  Balm. 
The  public  examination  of  this  debtor  took  place  at  Boston  on 
March  22.  Replying  to  the  Official  Receiver,  debtor  stated  that 
he  had  been  a  schoolmaster  for  twenty-two  years,  and  was  also  the 
inventor  of  a  patent  medicine  which  lie  styled  "  Isolo,"  but  the 
business  had  not  been  a  success.  With  the  exception  of  160/.. 
borrowed  from  the  bank,  lie  had  no  capital  when  he  commenced. 
He  ascribed  his  present  position  to  a  Chancery  suit  brought  by 
the  Izalia  Medicine  Company,  which  obtained  an  injunction 
against  his  invention.  The  action  coat  him  70/.,  and  he  spent  a 
.good  deal  in  advertising,  and  he  was  not  able  to  advertise  the 


medicine  under  the  new  name.  His  income  as  a  schoolmaster 
varied,  but  it  averaged  150?.  a  year,  and  he  was  not  prepared  to 
say  that  he  could  set  apart  any  portion  of  his  income  for 
the  benefit  of  his  creditors.  The  gross  liabilities  amounted  to 
586/.  5s.  2d.,  of  which  476/.  5s.  2d.  is  unsecured.  The  assets  are 
estimated  at  105/.  lis.  2fZ.  The  examination  was  eventually  con- 
cluded. 

Be  William  Fairbubn,  Springfield,  Essex,  Mineral-water 
Manufacturer. 

The  first  meeting  of  creditors  in  this  failure  took  place  on; 
March  23  at  the  offices  of  the  Official  Receiver  for  the  Chelmsford1 
district,  Temple  Chambers,  London,  E.G.  The  statement  of 
affairs  disclosed  gross  liabilities  781/.,  of  which  774/.  6s.  1<Z.  was 
unsecured,  and  assets  3S5Z.  7s.  Sd.  After  hearing  the  observa- 
tions and  report  of  the  Official  Receiver,  the  Chairman  decided  to 
adjourn  the  meeting  for  a  fortnight,  to  enable  the  creditors  to  prove 
their  debts  and  decide  whether  a  trustee  should  be  aopointed  or 
not.    The  following  are  amongst  the  creditors  : — 

£    s.  d. 

Batger  &  Son,  London    10    0  0 

Bush,  W.  J.,  &  Co.,  London    20    0  0 

Carbonic-acid  Gas  Company,  London    ...    18    0  0 

Hay,  William,  Hull  10    0  0 

Hodgkinson,  Prestons  &  King,  London  ...    10    0  0 

Kilner,  J.,  &  Son,  London   74    0  0 

Kops  Brewery  (Limited)    ...    10    0  0 


Assignment. 

Be  Albert  E.  Ward,  32  White  Abbey  Road,  Bradford,  Chemist, 

At  a  private  meeting  of  the.  creditors  of  the  above,  held  ort 
March  23,  it  was  resolved  that  an  assignment  be  made,  Mr. 
Thomas  Howard  to  act  as  trustee.  The  liabilities  were  stated  to 
be  1,754/.  17s.  10d.,  and  the  assets  631/.    The  following  are-. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Allinson,  Johnson,  &  Foster  (Limited)  .. 

.  37 

7 

6 

Barron,  Harvey s  &  Co. 

.    32  16 

10 

Beaufoy  &  Co.,  London 

.  11 

17 

0 

Eau  de  Seltz  

.  24 

10 

3 

Evans,  Sons  &  Co  

.  50 

16 

10 

Foggitt,  William   

.  11 

17 

7 

Gibbs,  D.  &  W.  { Limited)  

.  12 

13 

3 

Mercer,  Robert 

.  12 

11 

6 

Oldfield,  Pattmson  &  Co.,  Manchester  .. 

.  34 

11 

4 

Thomas,  Enoch,  &  Son,  Bradford 

.  12 

10 

a 

Tudor,  S.,  &  Co.  (Limited),  Hull  

.  26 

18 

2 

White  &  Co  

.  15 

6 

4- 

Yardley  &  Co.   

.  11 

6 

a 

<Sa3Ctte. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Hopkins,  J.  W.,  and  Roddis,  T.  E.  £.,  under  the  style  of 
Hopkins  &  Roddis,  Snettibham,  Norfolk,  physicians  and 
surgeons. 

lane,  H.  C,  and  Fitte,  P.  P.,  under  the  style  of  Lane  & 
Fitte,  Kennington  Road,  S.E.,  blacking  and  polish  manufac- 
turers. 

Miles,  C.  W„  Druce,  B.  W.,  Bruce,  R.  A.,  and  Druce, 

O.  E..  under  the  style  of  Miles,  Druce  &  Co.,  Upper  Thames, 
Street,  E.G.,  iron  and  zinc  merchants  ;  so  far  as  regards  D.  N. 
Druce. 

Wright,  W.  H.,  and  Johnston,  A.,  under  the  style  off 
Wright  &  Johnston,  Derby,  physicians  and  surgeons. 


The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Adjudications. 
Anderton,  Fred  Wainwrisht,  Halifax,  veterinary  surgeon, 
IVZaude,  Frederick  Natusch  (formerly  carrying  on  business-, 

as  the  Gye  Fresh  Food  Process),  Southsea,  late  Sunbury, 

Middlesex,  lieutenant-colonel. 

Ihish  Bankrupt. 

George  B.  TCacXillip,  trading  as  "  MacKillip  &  Co.,"  phar- 
maceutical chemist,  of  99a  Rathgar  Road,  Rathmines,  was 
adjudicated  a  bankrupt  on  March  16. 
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flew  Companies  &  Company  IRewa. 

Goueley  Brothers  (Limited).— Capital  6,000/.,  in  17.  shares 
v'3,000  pref.)  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by  J. 
Oourley  and  G.  Gourley  at  Liverpool,  and  to  carry  on  (inter  alia) 
the  business  of  chemists  and  patent-medicine  vendors. 

Dudeney  &  Johnston  (Limited1. —  Capital  15,0007.,  in  1?.  shares 
(8,000  preference).  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  teamen, 
grocers,  patent-medicine  and  drug  vendors,  &o.  The  first 
directors  are  G.  Robinson,  M.R.C.S.,  E.  A.  Holmested,  A.  T. 
Trethewy,  G.  Dudeney,  and  G.  M.  Johnston.  Qualification, 
100  shares.  Remuneration,  two  guineas  per  board  meeting 
attended. 

Edmondson  &  Co.  (Limited1. — Capital  10,000/.,  in  107.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  Liverpool  and 
Birkenhead  as  "  Edmondson  &  Co.,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  mineral-water,  herb-beer,  cordial,  drug,  chemical,  and  chemical- 
compound  manufacturers,  &c.  The  first  directors  are  T. 
Edmondson  and  J.  Edmondson.  Remuneration,  as  fixed  by  the 
company.    Registered  office,  144  Richmond  Row,  Liverpool. 

Thomas  Holloway  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  1,1007.,  in  17. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  Thomas  Holloway  & 
•Co.,  and  to  manufacture  and  deal  in  ''Invincible"  embrocation 
and  chemical  and  medicinal  preparations.  The  first  subscribers 
(each  with  1  share)  are  : — T.  Holloway,  6  Henrietta  Street,  W.C., 
•patent-medicine  manufacturer  ;  H.  Bagot-Cliester,  Carlton  Club, 
W.  (colonel);  M.  Wood,  River  Cottage,  Hampton  Wick,  author ; 
Mrs.  H.  Wood,  River  Cottage,  Hampton  Wick  ;  R.  E.  Saunders, 
48  Tillingham  Street,  Victoria,  S.W.,  author;  E.  W.  H.  Fyers, 
•Q  Henrietta  Street,  W.C.  (captain) ;  and  Mrs.  F.  M.  Fyers, 
32  Egertou  Crescent,  S.W. 

British  Drug  and  Medicine  Company  (Limited"1. — Capital 
3,0C07.,  in  17.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  and  take  over  as  a 
going  concern  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  the  proprietary 
varticles  and  medicines  known  as  "  Sanguifo,"  "  Vitaline," 
"Dentifo,"    "  Kaufcure,"    "  Sanitative    soap    and  ointment," 

Castrol-sirop,"  "Aurisane,"  "  Hairoline,"  "  Restorum-pills." 
&c,  now  carried  on  under  the  names  of  "  The  British  Drug  Com- 
pany,''  and  "  Copping,"  at  18  Stockport  Road,  Chorlton-on- 
Medlock,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists, 
■wine  and  spirit  merchants,  and  manufacturers  of  medicinal  com- 
pounds and  pharmaceutical  preparations,  &c.  The  subscribers 
are : — G.  J.  E.  Copping,  18  Stockport  Road,  Manchester,  manu- 
facturing-chemist ;  E.  W.  Copping,  18  Stockport  Road,  Man- 
•cteiter,  manufacturing-chemist;  H.  L.  Redford,  46  Meadow 
Street,  Mos^  Side,  Manchester,  accountant;  G.  W.  Chadwick, 
20  East  Grove,  Chorlton-on-Medlock,  Manchester,  clerk;  Robert 
Stanley,  278  Upper  Brook  Street,  Manchester,  retired  wine  and 
•spirit  merchant;  George  A.  True,  323  Hyde  Road,  Manchester, 
wine  and  spirit  merchant ;  Peter  Daniels,  321  Hyde  Road,  Man- 
chester, fruiterer  ;  and  William  Kirk,  Trafford  Bank,  Old  Trafford, 
Manchester,  railway-agent.  Registered  without  articles  of  associ- 
ation. Registered  office,  18  Stockport  Road,  Chorlton-on- 
Medlock,  Manchester. 


The  Aberdeen  Comb-works  Company  (Limited). — 
The  Secretary  of  this  company  informs  us  that  the  dividend 
•on  the  preference  shares  was  4§  per  cent.,  not  2|  per  cent., 
-as  stated  on  page  519  of  our  last  issue. 

At  Dublin  last  week  the  directors  of  the  firm  of  H 
Williams  &  Co.  (Limited)  declared  a  dividend  of  10  per 
■cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares  of  the  company.  The  17 
ordinary  shares  are  quoted  on  the  Stock  Exchange  at  3d 
under  par. 

Ulster  Chemists  (Limited).— The  ordinary  general 
meeting  of  this  company  was  held  at  the  Hotel  Metropole, 
College  Square  North,  Belfast,  on  Wednesday,  March  21,  at 
■3  p.m.,  when  the  directors'  reports  and  accounts  for  the  year 
were  submitted.  These  showed  that  the  year's  trading 
resulted  in  a  loss  of  5007.  A  committee  was  appointed  to 
investigate  the  affairs  of  the  company  and  report  to  a 
meeting  within  three  months.  The  meeting  was  very 
stormy  and  strong  language  was  used,  the  vendors  being 
■called  on  to  take  their  businesses  back.  [Reporters  were 
not  admitted.] 

South all  Brothers  &  Barclay  (Limited). — The 
directors  report  a  profit  for  the  year  ended  December  31, 
after  providing  for  bad  debts,  depreciation,  and  directors' 
fees,  of  11,3057.  17s.,  which,  with  35  37.  1*.  5d.  brought  forward 
from  last  year,  makes  a  total  of  11,6647.  18s.  5d.  Out  of 
this  has  been  paid — interest  on  loans,  2877.  0*.  lid.,  and  an 


interim  dividend  on  preference  shares  of  1,7507.,  leaving  a 
divisible  balance  of  9,6277.  17s.  6r7.  The  directors  propose 
a  second  half-year's  dividend  on  preference  shares  at  the 
rate  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum,  which  will  absorb  1,7507. ; 
and  a  year's  dividend  on  ordinary  shares  at  the  rate  of 
10  per  cent,  per  annum,  absorbing  6,3007.  The  balance  of 
1,5777.  17s.  6(7.  will  be  carried  to  next  account. 

Scottish  Cyanide  Company  (Limited). — At  a  meeting 
of  the  shareholders  of  this  company,  held  at  Edinburgh  on 
March  27,  it  was  stated  that  the  directors  recommended  that 
in  the  event  of  the  creditors  agreeing  to  take  6-per-cent. 
debentures  for  the  amount  due  to  them,  the  shareholders 
should  provide  25,0007,  by  means  of  7-per-cent.  preference 
shares,  to  carry  on  the  experiments  still  necessary  to 
complete  the  company's  process.  These  preference  shares 
would  be  entitled  to  one-third  of  all  surplus  profit.  The 
directors  were  ultimately  authorised  to  issue  a  circular  to 
the  shareholders  with  a  view  to  raising  the  necessary 
money. 

Barclay  &  Sons  (Limited). — The  report  for  1899  states 
that  the  profit  for  the  year,  after  writing  off  bad  debts, 
making  ample  allowance  for  doubtful  ones,  and  adding 
balance  from  1898  (1697.  lis.  2d.),  is  4,0357.  15s.  37.,  out  of 
which  have  been  paid  the  interest  on  debentures  and  full 
dividends  on  the  preference  shares,  amount  ing  to  2,0157.  lis. 3d. 
From  the  balance  the  directors  recommend  a  dividend  on 
the  ordinary  shares  of  5  per  cent.  This  leaves  a  balance  of 
1,0577.  0s.  3d.,  which  the  directors  propose  to  deal  with  as 
follows  : — To  write  off  the  capital  account  4757. ;  to  place  to 
the  reserve  funds  200/. ;  bonus  to  employes  1957.  ;  and  to 
carry  the  balance  forward,  1877.  0s.  3d.  The  retiring  director 
is  Mr.  11.  H  Groves,  who,  being  eligible,  offers  himself  for 
re-election.  The  annual  meeting  will  be  held  at  95  Farring- 
don  Street  on  April  5  at  3  p.m. 


£raoe  Botes. 


Spiritine  (Limited)  write  to  say  that  in  the  trade  note 
about  spiritine  last  week  the  impression  is  conveyed  that 
Messrs.  Barclay  &  Sons  have  been  appointed  sole  wholesale 
agents.  Messrs.  Barclay's  firm  is  one  of  a  number  of  whole- 
sale houses  who  are  agents  for  spiritine. 

A  New  Price-list. — The  catalogue  of  proprietary  medi- 
cines and  druggists'  sundries  for  1900,  issued  by  Messrs. 
Wm.  Edwards  &  Son,  157  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.,  just 
to  hand,  is  a  comprehensive,  concise,  and  well-printed  list 
of  the  adjuncts  to  a  chemist's  business.  Four  useful  pages 
in  the  front  give  a  list  of  P.A.T  A.  protected  articles  and  the 
minimum  retail  price. 

The  Weed-killer  Season. — Messrs.  Tomlinson  &  Hay- 
ward,  Lincoln,  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  season  for 
stocking  their  "  Eureka  "  weed-killer  has  again  come  round. 
They  also  remind  us  that  they  do  not  cater  for  a  direct  trade 
but  supply  through  agents,  and  that  the  preparation  is  safely 
packed  and  labelled  "  poison."  The  "  Eureka  "  weed-killer 
in  powder  form  is  a  very  soluble  and  concentrated  prepara- 
tion. 

Nitro-propiol  Test. — Nitro-propiol  or  the  sodium  salt  of 
ortho-nitro-phenyl-propriolic  acid  interacting  with  glucose 
forms  urine,  which  fact  has  been  taken  advantage  of  as  a 
test  for  sugar  in  urine.  The  reaction  is  not  affected  by 
kreatinine,  glycuronic  acid,  or  such  drugs  as  iodine  and 
salicylic  acid  which  are  liable  to  occur  in  the  urine.  Messrs. 
Wilcox  &  Co.  are  agents  for  Teusch's  nitro-propiol  test  tablets. 
One  tablet  is  dissolved  in  3  dr.  of  water,  10  drops  of  the 
suspected  urine  added,  and  the  mixture  boiled  for  a  few 
minutes.  If  sugar  is  present  indisro-blue  appears,  the 
intensity  of  the  colour  and  quantity  of  the  precipitate  being 
proportional  to  the  quantity.  The  test  is  said  to  indicate 
with  certainty  0  05  per  cent,  of  grape-sugar. 

Gonal.— Messrs.  Wilcox  &  Co.,  83  Mortimer  Street, 
Great  Portland  Street,  W.,  send  us  a  sample  of  Gonal,  a 
substitute  for  sandalwood  oil.  Gonal  consists  of  the  alcoholic 
constituents  of  sandalwood  oil  boiling  at  not  less  than 
300°  C,  and  is  obtained  by  saponification  of  the  crude  oil 
and  subsequent  fractional  distillation.    The  product  is  a 
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colourless  oil  with  an  odour  of  sandalwood,  and  is  soluble  in 
3  parts  of  70-per-cent.  alcohol.  Gonal  contains  99  5  per  cent, 
of  santalol,  and  the  constancy  of  its  boiling-point  suggests  a 
uniform  composition.  Clinical  tests  have  shown  that  gonal 
has  the  full  effects  of  sandalwood  oil,  with  the  additional 
advantage  of  a  certainty  of  dosage  not  always  obtainable 
with  a  natural  product  which  necessarily  varies  in  composi- 
tion.   Gonal  is  put  up  in  gelatin  capsules. 

"  The  Patriotic  Baby-soother,"  which  Messrs.  Shirley 
Brothers  have  recently  introduced,  has  stirred  Mr.  George  R. 
Sims  to  enthusiasm  in  the  Referee.  "Passing  through  St. 
Martin's  Lane  the  other  day,"  he  says,  "I  came  to  Thomas's 
(where  the  grease-paints  come  from),  and  behold  !  the  india- 
rubber  arrangement  with  which  the  British  infantry  is 
spoofed  was  staring  me  in  the  face  It  was  labelled  as  above, 
and  adorned  with  a  Union  Jack.  I  thought  the  idea  so 
excellent  that  I  had  to  go  in  and  buy  one  for  my  study-table. 
— [What  about  Mellin's  advertisement  in  Harmswortli's 
Magazine  1  You  are  quite,  quite  sure  it  was  for  the  study- 
table  ? — Editor.] — The  directions  on  the  card  are  that  you 
are  to  unfasten  the  British  flag  and  pin  it  to  the  baby's 
pinafore  while  he  sucks  the  soother.  Magnificent !  let  us 
adorn  our  infants  with  the  British  flag  and  let  them  all  ease 
their  gums  with  the  patriotic  soother,  and  the  Little 
Englander  will  be  known  in  our  midst  no  more.  The  babies 
will  be  all  little  Britishers."  That  is  a  very  good  one  for 
Shirley  Brothers. 

jpbotOQrapbic  IRotcs, 

By  a  Pharmaceutical  Camerist. 


Dark-room  Light. 

Mr.  Howard  Farmer  returned  to  the  subject  of  light  in 
the  dark-room  at  the  meeting  on  March  13  of  the  Royal 
Photographic  Society.  He  showed  a  lamp  made  by  putting 
a  cylindrical  glass  jar  within  another  J  inch  larger  and 
filling  the  space  with  a  6-per-cent.  solution  of  potassium 
bichromate.  An  electric  lamp  was  put  in  the  jar,  and 
covered  with  a  wooden  top.  The  resulting  light  was 
very  bright  and  apparently  safe.  Mr.  Farmer  afterwards, 
in  the  ordinary  light  of  the  room,  developed  some  plates, 
adding  to  the  developer  a  little  1-per-cent.  xylidine  scarlet 
and  fast-yellow  solution.  No  fog  was  apparent  on  the 
plates  when  I  examined  them  afterwards. 

Photographers'  Note-book. 

When  at  Houghton  &  Son's,  88  and  89  High  Holborn, 
W.C.,  a  few  days  ago,  I  saw  copies  of  the  "  Photographers' 
Peerless  Note-book,"  and  laid  in  a  stock.  It  is  the  most 
compact  thing  of  the  kind  I  have  seen,  and  scarcely  an 
amateur  leaves  my  shop  without  buying  a  copy.  The  note- 
book sells  at  Is.,  and  is  quite  a  small  thing  (about  4^  x  2|), 
but  contains  formulas,  weights  and  measures,  and  space  for 
noting  exposures.  It  is  bound  in  red  leather,  has  a  pencil, 
a  self-opening  memorandum-tablet,  a  railway-insurance 
coupon  for  5001. ,  and  a  tourist  directory  of  dark-rooms  and 
dealers.  I  say  to  my  customer,  "  What  more  can  you  expject 
for  a  shilling  1  "  I  commend  to  fellow-camerists  Houghton's 
new 

Dish-cover. 

The  use  of  orthochromatic  plates  is  undoubtedly  extending. 
I  have  recommended  them  for  years,  but  always  caution 
amateurs  to  be  careful  of  the  effects  of  even  ruby  light  on 
the  plates.  The  bpst  thing  to  shade  the  plate  from  light 
during  development  is  the  "  Holborn "  dish-cover.  The 

cover  is  made  of 
xylonite,  en  I  slides 
on  the  rim  of  a 
dish.  I  must  con- 
fess I  always  used  a  piece  of  cardboard  for  the  purpose  before 
I  came  across  these  dish-covers,  but  one  was  never  certain 
that  the  light  was  not  creeping  under  the  edge  and  getting 
at  the  plate,  and  besides  one  would  not  sell  a  piece  of 
cardboard,  but  most  people  will  buy  a  dish  and  cover. 

.  The  exports  of  gum  arabic  from  the  port  of  Zaila  (Somali- 
land)  during  1899  were  262  cwt.,  against  281  cwt.  in  1898. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS.-Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should! 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  carti 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


A  Change  in  Powell's  Balsam. 

Sir, — A  classical  case  is  on  record  wherein  a  distinguished 
pharmacist,  being  in  the  witness-box,  was  asked  whether  he 
could  really  swear  that  the  produced  bottle  of  chlorodyne 
which  he  was  handed  really  contained  a  poison.  For  reply 
he  took  the  cork  out  of  the  bottle,  smelled  it,  and  swore  that 
it  contained  morphine.  Now,  most  of  us,  I  believe,  thought 
that  we  could  make  a  similar  statement  with  regard  to 
Powell's  balsam  of  aniseed.  At  least,  I  did  so  till  Saturday 
night  last,  when  I  reprimanded  an  assistant  for  sending  out 
a  bottle  of  it  without  an  address-label.  To  emphasise  my 
remarks  to  him  I  sought  a  bottle  with  a  view  to  pointing  out 
the  particular  notice  that  it  contained  a  '■  minute  and  harmless- 
quantity  of  opium,  and  hence  should  be  labelled  poison," 
&c,  but  could  not  find  it  on  either  bottle  or  circular.  On 
examining  the  balsam  itself  I  failed  to  detect  any  trace  of 
opium  or  morphine.  Further  search  of  the  stock  revealed 
the  fact  that  the  most  recent  lot  were  without  the  poison- 
label,  and  those  in  the  house  for  some  time  bore  it  as  above* 
Now,  neither  the  ethics  nor  the  therapeutics  of  selling  a 
de-opiumated  Powell's  balsam  of  aniseed  presumably  con- 
cerns the  mere  retailer,  but  I  respectfully  submit  that  we 
were  entitled  to  notice,  at  least  to  the  effect  that  it  had  become 
no  longer  necessary  to  label  it.  Chemists  had  become,  I 
think,  a  little  fond  lately  of  selling  Powell's  balsam — it  was 
supposed  to  be  an  article  sacred  from  the  touch  of  our  friends 
the  grocers,  and  a  fair  profit  was  assured.  Whether  the 
present  change  is  intended  to  confer  the  franchise  as  dis- 
tributors on  a  larger  number  of  shopkeepers,  or  whether  it  is- 
intended  to  protect  "  the  least  of  the  little  ones"  who  are 
liable  to  be  dosed  with  it,  the  proprietors,  I  suppose,  know 
their  own  interests  best.  Yours  truly, 

Dublin,  March  26.  J.  C.  Mc WALTER. 

Mr.  Boot  on  Branch-shops. 

Sir, — With  respect  to  the  leaderette  on  page  509  in  your 
issue  of  March  24,  while  I  express  no  opinion  as  to  whether 
it  is  as  much  the  rule  with  private  chemists  as  it  is  with 
companies  to  put  qualified  assistants  in  charge  of  branch- 
shops,  I  certainly  think  the  same  obligation  should  be  put 
upon  them  as  it  is  sought  to  ensure  in  the  case  of  companies 
by  Clause  2  of  the  Companies  Acts  Amendment  Bill.  No- 
greater  danger  to  the  public  can  be  imagined  than  for  a 
private  chemist  to  have  two  shops  under  his  own  name  over 
which  he  diffuses  his  own  qualification,  even  when  within  a 
few  hundred  yards  of  one  another,  where  the  shop-boy  can 
be  trotted  across  to  the  principal  when  any  scheduled' 
poison  is  wanted,  or  else  the  unqualified  assistant  supplies  it 
sub  rom.  There  is  too  much  winking  at  the  shortcomings- 
of  private  chemists  on  the  part  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  Whenever  our  case  is  represented  fairly  to 
members  of  Parliament — namely,  that  we  employ  a  qualified' 
man  at  each  branch  who  has  the  sole  control  of  the  sale  of 
poisons — common  sense  ensures  his  taking  our  view  of  the 
situation.  In  conclusion  let  me  add  that  it  was  not  I  who  put 
the  argument  in  question  before  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  we  are  entirely  indebted  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Journal  for  affording  us  the  opportunity  of  giving  a  very 
much  wider  circulation  to  Mr.  Ritchie's  strikingly  pertinent 
remarks  than  could  have  been  afforded  to  them  by  that 
estimable  and  venerable  journal. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Jesse  Boot,  Managing  Director, 
Boots  Cash  Chemists  (Eastern),  Limited. 

Nottingham,  March  24. 
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Qualified  Assistants  and  Company-pharmacy. 

Sir, — I  suppose  no  qualified  man  ever  joins  a  company 
except  in  his  own  interest — not  in  the  interest  of  the 
companies  or  of  the  public,  which  the  companies  are  so 
fond  of  talking  about.  How  far  this  is  the  fault  of  private 
firms  I  do  not  want  to  consider,  though  one  can  scarcely 
-wonder  at  men  joining  the  ranks  of  the  companies  when  such 
miserable  offers  are  made  them  by  private  individuals.  I 
know  a  well-known  firm  who  lately  offered  a  qualified  man 
32s.  a  week  (outdoors),  saying  they  never  started  a  man  at 
•more.  This  is  less  than  the  companies  pay  some  of  their 
unqualified  men  I  know  of  unqualified  assistants  getting 
35s.,  38s.,  and  40s.  per  week,  and  commission  as  well.  But 
I  would  like  to  point  out  to  men  who  have  joined,  or  are 
thinking  of  joining,  companies  how  entirely  dependent  on 
-them  the  companies  are.  If  they  would  only  bear  this  in 
mind  they  might  get  much  better  salaries  than  they  do. 
By  combination  they  might  get  anything  they  liked,  but 
alas  !  such  a  thing  as  combination  on  the  part  of  chemists 
«is  not  to  be  thought  of.  I  urge  men  to  consider  this,  that 
unqualified  assistants  can  earn  anything  up  to  21.  a  week 
with  commission,  who.  unless  they  are  under  a  qualified  man, 
;ire  worth  absolutely  nothing  to  a  company.  Therefore  a 
man  with  the  qualification  should  be  worth  a  great  deal 
more.  There  is  not  the  slightest  reason  why  every  qualified 
man  should  not  get  at  least  31.  10s.  to  HI.  a  week.  If  the 
companies  had  to  raise  their  prices  what  would  it  matter  ? 
It  seems  positively  absurd  that  men  who  have  spent  time 
and  money  in  obtaining  their  qualification  should  be  willing 
to  join  a  company  for  5-'.  a  week  more  than  is  paid  to  some 
of  their  unqualified  assistants.  I  know  this  is  a  fact.  It 
shows  how  little  some  men  value  the  title  Another 
.thing  they  are  asked  to  do  is  to  sign  an  agreement  binding 
■themselves  not  to  commence  business  on  their  own  account 
in  the  town  in  which  they  arc  employed  for  a  period  of 
-time  after  leaving  the  companies'  service.  Surely  this 
should  be  worth  something,  seeing  that  unqualified  men 
cannot  be  bound  in  the  simo  way. 

Yours  faithfully, 

A  Rank  Outsider.  (38/35.) 

The  "  Medical  Press  '■'  on  Dr.  MeWalter. 

Sir, — In  the  Medical  Press  and  Circular  of  March  21  a 
paragraph  appears  in  reference  to  our  client,  Dr.  J.  C. 
MeWalter,  of  this  city,  which  contains  a  statement  in  refer- 
ence to  his  resignation  of  the  diploma  of  the  College  of 
Physicians  which  is  absolutely  untrue.  The  paragraph  is 
calculated  to  seriously  affect  our  client  in  his  professional 
capacity,  and  he  has  instructed  us  to  take  counsel's  opinion 
iis  to  instituting  an  action  for  libel.       Yours  faithfully, 

50  Lower  Sackville  Street,  Crowley  &  Bolger. 

Dublin,  March  27. 

Birmingham  Pharmacy- classes. 

Mr.  Charles  F.  Sjjruce  writes  from  Birmingham  in  regard 
to  the  news-paragraph  in  our  issue  of  March  17,  page  453, 
as  to  the  starting  of  practical-dispensing  classes  at  the 
Technical  Schools.  He  writes  on  both  sides  of  the  paper,  so 
that  we  are  compelled  to  select  remarks  from  alternate  sides. 
Mr.  Spruce  is  a  principal  mover  in  the  matter  : — "Over  one 
hundred  of  the  assistants  to  the  chemists  and  druggists  of 
the  city  have  signed  an  agreement  to  give  their  support  to  the 
memorial  about  to  be  presented  to  the  committee  of  the 
school.  As  regards  Mason  College,  it  is  quite  true  that 
in  the  calendar  it  is  stated  there  are  classes  in  materia 
.uiedica  and  pharmacy,  but  these  classes  are  specially 
(directed  to  the  requirements  of  the  medical  students 
.reading  for  the  examination  of  the  conjoint  board ; 
moreover,  they  are  held  in  the  day,  and  the  fees  are  rather 
high.  I  have  not  met  with  any  student  who  has  taken 
advantage  of  them,  so  that  you  are,  I  am  sure,  misinformed 
when  you  state  that  '  a  like  course  exists  at  Mason 
College.'  The  fact  is  that  assistants  here,  in  preparing  for 
the  Minor  examination,  generally  get  what  they  can  from 
the  Technical  School  and  from  the  private  tutors  practising 
in  the  town,  but  it  is  often  the  case  they  have  to  get  a  final 
rub-up  at  some  special  institution  in  London  or  elsewhere. 
"What  we  are  anxious  to  have  is  a  special  and  complete  course 
for  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  and  the  Minor  examinations,  the 


lessons  being  held  at  such  times  as  our  principals  can 
most  conveniently  spare  us  and  at  fees  that  come  within 
our  reach." 


Dispensing  Notes. 


A  section  for  the  elucidation  of  difficulties  and  interchange  of 
views  on  dispensing-problems. 

Finishing  Pills. 

Pilule  (27/5)  would  like  an  opinion  if  it  is  customary  or 
imperative  to  varnish,  coat,  or  silver  all  pills  that  are  pre- 
scribed, whether  ordered  to  be  so  or  not. — [Our  own  opinion 
is  that,  unless  the  pill-mass  is  hydroscopic,  the  pills  should 
simply  be  rolled  in  a  white  pill-powder.  That  is  the  custom 
of  the  trade.] 

A  Peculiar  Odour. 

Sir, — I  enclose  herewith  two  mixtures  made  up  as  "  Ferrum 
Tartaratum's  "  formula  (C.  §  P.,  February  24).  They  are  made 
with  different  samples  of  ferri  tart,  and  liq.  arsen.  In 
neither  case  am  I  able  to  detect  the  odour  complained  of. 
There  is  a  slight  precipitate,  which  is  the  result  of  the  pot. 
carb.  on  the  iron  salt.  If  such  an  odour  does  exist,  it  would 
raise  a  very  interesting  point.       Yours  faithfully, 

J.  Laxgford-Moore. 

[We  have  kept  these  since  March  1,  having  removed  a  third 
from  each  bottle,  and  opened  and  shaken  them  daily.  There  is  no 
change  in  one,  A.,  but  the  other,  B.,  has  a  trace  of  the  objection- 
able odour.] 

A  Deliquescent  Powder. 

Sir, — How  should  the  following  be  compounded  1 — ■ 

Zinci  sulph.  ...       ...       ...       ...  gr.  v. 

Plumbi  acet.  ...       ...       ...       ■•■  gr.  x. 

Ext.  opii    gr.  ij. 

Acid,  tannic.  ...       ...       ...       ...  gr.  j. 

M.    Ft.  pulv.    Mitte  tales  xxiv. 

HlIiERNI  A.  (27/41.) 

[Dry  the  extract  and  reduce  it  to  powder.  Also  dry  the  zinc 
sulphate  and  lead  acetate  separately  (the  latter  carefully).  Mix 
the  tannin  and  powdered  extract  together  in  a  mortar,  transfer  to 
paper,  and  add  the  chemicals.  Mix  with  a  bone  spatula,  divide, 
and  wrap  in  waxed  paper.] 


Legal  Queries. 

Before  sending  in  a  query  for  reply  in  this  section  see  if  the 
subject  is  not  dealt  with  in  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary,"  igoo,  pages  212-226,  and  pages  259-262. 


18/48.  Chemist. — Potassium  bisulphate  is  not  a  noxious 
substance  in  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  may  be 
used  for  making  baking-powder. 

27/14.  Society. — The  doctor  who  says  a  mother  reports  to 
his  (the  doctor's)  Society's  secretary  something  which  is 
false  may  have  cause  of  action  against  the  mother  or  her 
husband  ;  but  he  would  be  wiser  to  ignore  the  matter.  It 
is  so  trivial  that  a  Court  would  only  give  him  nominal 
damages — say,  a  farthing. 

27/59.  H.  II.  B. — Counter  and  shop-lamp  are  part  of 
the  fixtures,  and  a  sale  of  the  stock  and  fixtures  would 
naturally  include  these. 

16/58.  Puhious  — Seidlitz  powder  is  defined  by  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  as  being  of  a  definite  weight ;  the  chance  of 
hitting  on  that  weight  by  measure  is  small,  and  those  who 
sell  measured  seidlitz  powders  run  considerable  risk. 

21/16.  Pcvon  has  been  in  the  habit  of  dispensing  for  a 
doctor  who  sends  his  prescriptions  to  "  Devon's  "  pharmacy. 
Sometimes  these  prescriptions  are  telephoned,  dictated,  or 
written  by  the  doctor,  and  "  Devon  "  has  kept  a  note  of 
them  in  rough  day-books.  The  same  was  done  by  his 
immediate  predecessor.  To  whom  do  the  prescription-books 
belong,  to  "  Devon  "  or  the  doctor  1  [To  ';  Devon,"  certainly. 
The  doctor  has  no  legal  claim  upon  them.] 
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29/48.  Women. — Is  an  operator,  whether  qualified  or  not, 
liable  for  any  damage  done  to  the  jaw  in  the  extracting  of  a 
■tooth  ?    [Yes,  if  he  cannot  disprove  negligence.] 

32/38.  S.  L.  G  —  See  The  Chemist.-;'  and  Druggists' 
Diary  for  all  particulars  as  to  the  registration  of  trade- 
marks. 

28/64.  C.  H. — If  your  neighbour  sells  7a.  Fellows's  syrup 
at  4s.  6d.  with  a  3d.  stamp  he  is  breaking  the  law.  Pro- 
prietary articles  sold  above  2s.  61.,  and  at  or  under  4s. 
(exclusive  of  the  stamp)  pay  6d.  duty. 

33/9.  Shamrock. — Trade-mark  registration  costs  25s.  per 
mark  per  class.    See  Diary,  page  226. 

32/34.  Ithci. — Glucose  maybe  used  in  manufacturing  jellies. 
It  is  not  injurious  to  health. 

23/33.  Acacia. — A  registered  chemist  who  is  employed 
by  a  company  which  uses  his  name  may,  after  leaving  the 
company,  restrain  them  from  using  the  name.  So  may  the 
police  if  their  attention  is  called  to  the  fraud. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

"We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


18/47.  JR..  A.  P. — Ferro-prussiate  Printing  Process. — 
Sir  John  Her6chel  first  employed  the  action  of  light  on  ferric 
salts  as  a  printing-process.  He  used  ammonio-citratc-of- 
iron  paper,  and  developed  the  image  with  a  solution  of 
potassium  ferricyanide.  The  process  has  since  been  modified 
as  follows  : — 

A. 

Potassium  ferricyanide    5*. 

Distilled  water        ...    Jv. 

B. 

Ammonio-citrate  of  iron    5x. 

Distilled  water    Jv. 

For  use  mix  equal  parts  of  A  and  B  and  sponge  the  solution 
■on  white  paper  and  dry  in  the  dark.  After  printing  the  paper  is 
■simply  washed  in  water. 

12/59.  A.  8.  (N.S.W.).— (1)  Ink-making.— To  partly 
xoast  nutgalls,  "avoiding  loss  by  volatilisation,"  implies  that 
a  covered  pot  is  to  be  used.  The  object  of  the  heating  is  to 
obtain  and  convert  a  portion  of  the  tannic  acid  into  pyro- 
gallic  acid.  (2)  Logwood  is  detected  in  ink  by  shaking 
with  manganese  dioxide  and  reducing  the  logwood  colouring- 
matter  to  hematoxylin  with  zinc  and  hydrochloric  acid. 
Hematoxylin  is  then  tested  for  by  reagents  such  as  alkalies, 
tin  dichloride,  or  calcium  hydroxide,  which  give  violet 
colorations.  (3)  Some  of  the  aniline  dyes  you  mention 
being  but  sparingly  soluble  in  water  require  the  addition  of 
spirit  to  enable  you  to  get  a  solution  suitable  for  a  writino-. 
ink. 

23,34.  Ignorance— Metric  System.— Barnard  Smith's 
"  Metric  System  "  (Macmillan,  3d  )  will  give  the  informa- 
tion you  want  about  the  metric  system.  "  The  Art  of  Dis- 
pensing "  (C.  j-  D.  office,  3s.  6d.)  explains  how  to  dispense 
foreign  prescriptions. 

19/67.  J.  R. — It  would  be  a  difficult  matter  to  make  an 
effervescing  granular  preparation  of  lysidine  (5  gr.  to  1  dr.) 
on  account  of  the  extreme  hygroscopicity  of  the  remedy. 
The  four  methods  of  making  granular  preparations  are  given 
in  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas."    Try  the  cold  method. 

32/32.  San  Memo—  The  action  of  a  diamond  in  scratch- 
ing glass  is  mechanical.  The  practical  man  who  tells  you 
he  can  see  a  minute  quantity  of  fluid  in  the  diamond-tracks 
lacks  the  power  of  accurate  observation. 

29/19.  G.  F.  G.  G.— "Rachel"  face-powders  are  tinted 
with  carmine  and  yellow  ochr  j.  Eight  grains  of  carmine  and 
2  dr.  of  yellow  ochre  are  usual  quantities  for  a  pound  of 
powder. 
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22/50.  71 '.  J.  M — We  require  some  information  about 
samples  sent  for  analysis,  otherwise  we  cannot  judge  whether 
they  are  of  interest  to  other  readers.  We  are  reserving  your 
sample  pending  further  particulars  from  you. 

32,54.  0.  G.  B. — The  formula  for  Orange-wine  was  last 
given  in  the  C.  $  D.,  January  16,  1897,  page  106.  Another 
recipe  appears  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  251. 

22/69.  Seal. — The  chief  use  of  seal  oil  is  as  a  dressing  for 
leather.  It  is  also  known  to  be  used  occasionally  for  adul- 
terating cod-liver  oil. 

32/34.  Don. — (1)  The  case  is  not  one  in  which  you  or 
we  should  advise.  Apparently  the  woman  requires  careful 
alterative  treatment,  and  a  better  method  of  living  rather 
than  physic.  (2)  Gly.  Acidi  Boriei. — The  glycerin  is,  of 
course,  taken  by  weight.  When  the  B.P.  means  a  thing  to 
be  taken  by  volume  it  says  "  fl.  ounces."  (3)  Kimpton, 
bookseller,  High  Holborn,  W.C. 

31/21.  Laundry. — The  linen-glossing  soap  is  white-curd 
soap. 

29/18.  Mel  Jioraeis. — The  residue  of  ceresine  purification 
used  in  making  heelball  is  not  an  article  of  commerce  as  far 
as  we  are  aware,  but  try  Mr.  F.  Boehm,  16  Jewry  Street,  E.C. 

31/68.    Ichthyocolla. — The  best  "Way  to  Clean  Isinglass 

is  to  place  it  in  a  funnel  and  percolate  with  rectified  spirit 
until  the  spirit  passes  away  colourless.  The  rectified  spirit 
will  afterwards  need  filtering  to  clean  it,  and  had  better  be 
used  for  external  preparations  in  case  there  were  any  soluble 
impurities  in  the  isinglass. 

31/72.  Cycle.— Sperm  oil  is,  in  our  experience,  the  best 
oil  for  burning  in  cycle-lamps.  Your  request  for  a  recipe 
for  an  oil  which  gives  a  brilliant  white  light  without  charring 
the  wick  is  founded  on  a  misunderstanding  of  the  subject. 

59/8.  S.  II. — (1)  Children's  Pink  Teething-powders  as 
your  sample  : — 

Calomel        ...  ...  ...  ...  1  oz. 

Carmine        ...  ...  ...  ...  10  gr. 

White  sugar  ...  ...  ...  ...  4  oz. 

Sugar  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  3  oz. 

Mix  well. 

Dose  for  a  child  3  to  6  months,  6  gr. ;  6  to  12  months,  8  gr. ;  1  to 
3  years,  10  gr. 

(2)  The  Headache-powders  consist  of  3  gr.  of  antifebrin 
coloured  with  what  appears  to  be  umber. 

29  27.  Eucalyptus. — Veterinary  Application  for  enlarged 
joints  and  spavins.  The  following  represents  the  composition 
of  the  ointment  you  send  : — 

Zinci  oxidi    ...       ...       ...       ...  ,^iv. 

Ac.  borici    §j. 

Potass,  iodidi  ...       ...       ...  Jss. 

Liq.  calcis     ...    3ij. 

OLolivse    5ij. 

Mix  the  zinc  oxide,  boric  acid,  and  potassium  iodide  (pre- 
viously dissolved),  add  the  lime-water  and  then  the  oil  all  at 
once. 

34/59.  Medical. — Particulars  concerning  the  Royal  Army 
Medical  Corps  can  be  had  from  any  recruiting-sergeant. 

32/65.  Lahore. — We  have  not  been  able  to  devise  a 
formula  for  liq.  ferri  phosph.  co.  which,  on  dilution  with 
seven  parts  of  syrup,  fairly  represents  chemical  food. 

Information  Wanted. 

Postcard  replies  to  any  of  the  subjoined  inquiries  will 
be  esteemed. 


41/53.V.    Makers  of  Preston's  lozenges. 

40/13.    Address  of  Gustav  Lohse,  or  his  present  agent. 

38/6.    Who    supplies    l|-oz.     W.M.    Lundbcrg  shaped 
bittles,  such  as  are  used  for  boot-dressing,  in  quantities  of 
I  a  few  gross  at  a  time  1 
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cra^c  "Report. 


NOTICE  70  BUYERS— The  —less  zir=-  i-  this  secticr.  are 
tirse  z'zlzi-ii  by  importers  cr  rnannfkcttirers  fbr  bulk 
cttantitits  cr  crigimsl  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  he  added,  -whereby  -alo.es  are  in  many 
instar-ces  greaUy  segmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  o:  dr-_gs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
"cnl>  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  ezpect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  March  29. 

F[  wholesale  <izzz  circles  the  -larar-ese  camphor  monopoly, 
which  takes  effect  imneoiarelv.  has  created  wide  dis- 
cussion this  week,  and  business  ir  the  article  is  at  a  stard- 
stni  meanwhile,  waitm =  further  developments.  In  resr.-or~e 
to  this  German  refiners  have  raised  their  prices  |<f.  per  lb. 
Xo  improvement  can  be  recorded  as  regards  business  in  the 
drtLg  ar_d  chemical  markets,  there  being  few  changes. 
Qninitte  is  again  lower  in  secondhand'.  Cod-liver  oil  is  still 
rising  in  the  primary  markets,  but  here  there  is  little  if  any 
business.  Oti-m  keeps  frm  and  in  good  demand  for  maru- 
farrcrirg  qualities.  Oil  of  almonds  has  been  advanced. 
Citric  and  tartaric  acids  and  cream  of  tartar  are  all  quiet. 
The  following  table  shews  the  principal  changes  of  the  week: 


Highei 

Firmer 

Easier 

Eower 

Ambergris 
Camphor 

hie 

Aloes, 

Buchu 

Honey  Jam.] 

Curacao 

Cardamoms 

Canarr-seed 

Oil  cotton 

Ammrmia 

f medium] 

Cannabis 

OiL  linseed 

sulphate 

Q~"r-Tie 

indiea 

Orange-peel 

Calnmba 

•'sec.  hands) 

Cardamom- 

Saltpetre 

Copper 

seeds 

Senna 

sulphate 

Ipecacuanha 
Eava-kava 

Ergot 

Menthol 

Oil  almond 

OiL  lime 

OiL  lavender 
fFr.) 

OiL  pepper- 
v^-nr  40  %  1 

Sarsat-arilia 

"Wax  {Jamaica 

Hex.] 

Serpentary 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drags,  fcc.  Lave  arrived  at  the  principal  ports  of 
the  United  Kit  gdom  from  Harch  22  to  23  "toon  inclusive  :  — 
Aloes  Cape  .  IS  :'  benzoin,  13-0 :  birdlime,  25  ;  bnchn.  32  :  carda- 
moms. 15 ;  chamomiles.  27:  cinchona  f Ceylon),  144:  citronella 
oiL23:  cod-liver  oiL  380;  colocynth,  10;  dragon  s-blood.  7 :  fenu- 
greek seed,  272:  galangal  in  ft-.},  134;  galls,  23-5,  Chinese)  300, 
'Jap.  £5  ;  gent:  an.  121 :  Lonev.  27 ;  insect-powder.  20  :  kola-nuts, 
4:  lime- juice,  63:  Uouorice-root.  2:  opium.  33:  orris.  50:  saffron, 
5;  sarsaparilia.  5;  wax,  bees',  7,  'fW.CA.'..  2,  (EL)  44,  (It&L)  4; 
wax,  Japanese.  25. 

The  Next  Drug=sales. 

Owing  to  the  Easter  holidays,  there  will  be  no  public  auctions 
until  April  25.  four  weeks  hence,  when  both  B  old  and  new  "  foods 
will  be  offered. 

Thanks ! 

When  3Ir.  I>evitt  Olessrs.  Lewis  <£  Peat,  took  bis  seat  in  the 
pulpit  to  op*n  his  sale  at  the  auction-rooms  to- day  Mr.  Lescher 
rose  to  propose  a  vote  of  thanks  to  him  for  his  efforts  to  prevent 
the  imposition  of  the  tax  on  produce  brokers'  contracts,  which 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  intimated  in  making  known 
bis  recent  Budget  proposals.  3Ir.  Lescher  said  it  was  largely 
owing  to  Mr.  Devitt's  work  on  the  deputation  that  had  resulted 
ii  produce  brokers  obtaining  relief  from  the  proposed  tax. 
Applause  greeted  the  proposaL'and,  Mr.  Bevitt  modestly  acknow- 
ledging, the  incident  closed. 

The  Camphor-monopoly. 

The  Japanese  camphor  -  monopoly  has  been  secured  by 
Messrs.  M.  Samuel  &  Co.,  general  merchants,  16  Leadenbail 


Street.  E.C.  for  a  term  c:  fve  years.  Messrs.  SamueL  who  have  a 
branch  house  in  Formosa,  will  act  as  selling-agents  on  behalf  of 
the  Government.  Messrs.  Hale  k  Som  10  Feuc-hureL  Avenue, 
E.C.  have  been  appointed  selling-brokers. 

Alteration  in  Spirit  Duties. 

"vTith  re:eren:-e  t:  the  in:-rease  in  the  Spirit  inties.  the  Board 
of  Customs  direct  that  the  following  additions  be  made  to  the 
inties  :n  chargeable  samples      spirits  drawn  from  cask  : — 

L  Samples  of  O'l  gaL  of  Spirits  warehoused  at  a  strength 
not  exceeding  26  per  cent,  over  proof   Id. 

2.  Samples  of  O'l  gaL  of  Spirits  warehoused  at  a  strength 
exceeding  25  per  cent,  over  proof,  but  not  exceeding  46  per 
cent,  over  proof   Id. 

3.  Samples  of  O'l  gaL  of  Spirits  warehoused  at  a  strength 
exceeding"  46  per  cent,  over  proof    2d. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

\Tkete  prieei  are  for  vtarTtet-eextret  atier  than  London.] 

A  t»?t  general  business  continues  to  be  transacted  in  the  heavy- 
chemical  market  at  practically  unchanged  figures.  At  the  Clyde 
and  Tyne  centres  matters  are  somewhat  quiet  ai  present,  but  good 
business  is  passing  in  the  Lancashire  districts.  The  demand  from 
h:m~  i-orostimers  for  misoe__sneoois  tr:.o.o:o-:s.  altn:ngn  snowing  a 
••  .  v.— arts  decline,  keens  fairly  "crisk  whilst  the  export 
demand  is  steady,  and  is  likely  to  be  much  heavier  shortly  in  view 
:f  the  early  re:  tening  of  varitns  :': reign  ports. 

Aleali-peodtcz. — Bleaching-p-ow der  is  scarcely  in  such  heavy 
request  as  of  late :  prices  remain  unchanged  from  last  figures. 
Caustic  soda  continues  to  move  welL  although  prices  tend  a  shade 
easier.  Soda-crystals  are  in  brisk  request,  and  the  same  remark 
applies  to  ammonia  alkali  and  soda  ash.  Yellow  prussiaie  of 
potash  and  chlorates  of  potash  and  soda  are  steady.  Hyposulphite  of 
soda  very  firm,  with  upward  tendency. 

Sui_?H0Cv*.yxDES  are  quiet  and  a  shade  lower  than  when  last, 
oted :  Potassium,  6jd. :  barium,  95  per  cent.,  id. :  ammonium 
per  cent,  6-i. 

CaLCIUM  Celoetde  in  good  request  and  firm,  at  60s.  per  ton. 

Sulphate  of  Coppze,  although  nominally  unchanged,  tends  a 
shade  easier:  moderate  business  is  passing. 

Socte  Dushah:  Salt  in  fair  request,  and  firmly  maintained  at 
lis.  Zd.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Tees. 

Bicheomates  of  Potash  ASD  Soda  steady  at  4f?.  and 
per  lb. 

Babt-ie  Peott/cts  are  in  good  consumptive  demand,  and  values- 
are  fullv  and  easilv  maintained.  Chloride  of  barium,  best  crdinarv 
refined  crystals,  in  casks.  7?.  2s.  6d.  to  7?.  7s.  6d.  per  ton.  free  on 
rails,  and  77.  7s.  &d.  to  7?.'  lis.  6d.  per  ton,  f.o.b. ;  in  bags,  5s.  per 
ion  less.  Blanc  fixe  pure  precipitated  sulphate  of  barium  in 
paste  form  ,  7?.  to  7?.  5s.  per  ton,  in  casks,  free  on  rails.  Mineral 
sulphate  of  barium,  4Cs.  to  85s.  per  ton,  according  to  quality  and 
quantitv.  Carbonate-of-barium  mineral  Witherite'  prices  are 
merely  nominal,  as  there  is  practically  nothing  offering  at  present. 
Sulphide  of  barium  very  firm  at  6?"  to  6?.  5-s.  per  ton  in  barrels, 
free*  on  rails.  Hydrate  of  barium  in  steady  inquiry,  with  purest 
crystals  standing  at  12?.  to  13?.  per  ton,  ex  stock  in  casks,  according 
to  quantitv.  and  with  advancing  tendencv. 

White  Powdebed  Absentc  firm  and  "higher  at  19?.  15s.  to  20?. 
ex  ship  Garston. 

Liverpool  Drug  Market. 

Liverpool,  March  28. 

C  AX  ART-  SEEP. —  During  the  week  quite  2,5C0  bags  have  been 
sold  at  steadily  advancing  rates,  the  last  sale  being  159  bags  at 
34s.  per  quarter,  and  this  price  has  been  refused  for  good  bright 
Turkish,  the  lowest  price  being  now  35s.  The  position  is 
becoming  increasingly  stronger,  and  holders  talk  of  yet  higher 
prices. 

Capsicums—  About  1C0  bags  recent  arrival  have  been  sold  at 
prices  ranging  from  36s.  to  4Cs.  p<er  ewt. 

Chillies  (Siebba  Leoxe). — Fine  bright  are  held  for  45s.  to 
50s.  per  cwt ;  yellowish  grades  are  to  be  had  at  about  45s.  per 
cwt.  Twentv-seven  bags  fair  qualitv  were  sold  from  the  quay  at 
42s.  6d.. 

Beeswax.— Eight  barrels  of  American  have  been  sold  at  7?.  5s. 
per  cwt.,  and  a  small  parcel  of  Chilian  pale  realised  7?.  12s.  6<f. 
per  cwt. 

Tubmeeic— 150  bags  of  split  bulb  Cochin  have  been  sold  at  10s. 
per  cwt.,  in  store :  the  balance  of  the  parcel,  about  86  bags,  is 
held  for  1C».  6d.  per  ewt. 

Tuepextlxe  is  held  steadily  on  the  spot  at  41s.  per  cwt.,  but 
the  amount  of  business  passing  is  only  limited. 

Sulphate  op  Coppeb  is  firmly  held'at  26?.  per  ton,  but  second- 
Land  lots  are  procurable  at  a  shade  less. 

Gum. — In  consequence  of  much  stronger  advices  from  abroad 
the  holders  of  the  small  stocks  here  are  very  firm  in  their  views 
and  decline  to  consider  any  proposal  under  recent  limits.  A 
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parcel  of  fair  has  been  sold  at  67s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Values  on  the 
spot  range  np  to  72.s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  good  Soudan  sorts. 

Castor  Ojx. — Good  seconds  Calcutta  grade  is,  if  anything, 
slightly  firmer  during  the  week,  and  3|<7.  per  lb.  has  been  paid  for 
some  parcels,  although  business  has  been  done  in  quantity  at  a 
shade  less.  French,  on  the  other  hand,  has  shown  a  weaker 
tendency,  and  spot  and  forward  parcels  are  a  shade  lower.  First- 
pressure  on  the  spot  is  3 to  3+r7. :  second-pressure,  3W. ; 
second-pressure  Belgian,  Z-'^d. ;  good  seconds  Madras,  3rt(?.  per  lb., 
and  quantities  hare  been  sold  at  this  price. 

Quillaia-bakk. — Firm,  at  13?.  10s.  per  ton,  at  which  ton  lots 
have  been  sold. 

Quassia-logs. — About  50  tons  have  arrived,  and  owners'  ideas 
are  about  47.  per  ton. 

African  Ginger. — The  spot  price  is  30s.,  and  large  sales  have 
been  made  to  arrive  at  28s.  per  cwt. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — There  is  an  absence  of  stock,  and  buyers  are 
awaiting  fresh  arrivals. 

Honey  has  been  in  steady  demand,  and  about  160  barrels 
Pile  L  have  changed  hands  at  25s.  to  25s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Stock  in 
first  hands  is  now  reduced  to  about  100  barrels,  which  are  held 
for  32s.  Fine  white  Peruvian  (16  cases  have  also  sold  at  3-!s.  6d. 
per  cwt. 

Wax,  Cabnacba. — Small  lots  of  grey  have  sold  "at  77s.  6d.  to 
80s.  per  cwt.    Owing  to  fresh  arrivals,  the  feeling  is  weaker. 

American  Drug  Market. 

Sew  York,  March  20. 

Business  is  of  a  routine  character  and  somewhat  quiet.  The 
tone  of  the  market  is  rather  unsettled,  culminating  in  an  un- 
expected break  in  quinine. 

Aconite-root — Prime  quality  German  is  scarce,  and  quotations 
are  well  maintained  at  15c.  to  16c.  per  lb.  The  demand  is  very 
small. 

Asafetida  is  very  firm,  in  view  of  scarcity  of  the  finer  grades. 
Stocks  are  diminishing,  and  prices  are  strong  at  13c.  to  26c.  per  lb., 
according  to  quality 

Balsams. — Copaiba  is  moving  steadily  :  prime  Central  American 
is  selling  at  3Ec  to  38c,  and  Para  at  41c.  to  43c.  Peru  has 
declited  to  SI. 40.    Tolu  is  neglected  and  quotations  nominal. 

Beeswax  is  in  better  supply  and  values  are  easier.  The 
demand  is  also  less,  and  holders  are  willing  to  shade  previous 
figures.    Ordinary  pure  can  be  bought  at  28c. 

Buchu-leaves  are  quiet  and  quotations  nominal  at  26c.  to  28c. 
.  Cod-liver  Oil  is  lower,  owing  to  the  very  light  consuming 
demand.    The  best  brands  are  obtainable  at  from  $22  to  §26. 

Condurango-bark. — Recent  arrivals  have  weakened  the  market, 
and  quotations  have  been  reduced:  12c.  to  15c.  will  buy. 

Golden- seal  (Hydrastis'  has  been  selling  at  51c.  per  lb.,  and 
more  is  to  be  had  at  this  figure.  Stocks  on  the  spot  are  light, 
but  packages  are  offering  from  the  country. 

Ipecac.  Bio)  is  firmly  held  at  s3  to  §3.10. 

Opium  has  sharply  advanced,  o.viDg  to  unfavourable  crop 
reports  from  Smyrna.  There  is  no  increase  in  demand  from 
consumers,  but  quotations  have  advanced  to  §5.15  for  case  lo's. 

Quinine. — Domestic  has  declined  for  causes  not  easy  to  explain. 
Competition  is  partly  responsible.  Domestic  manufacturers  quote 
33c,  except  X.Y.Q.,  which  has  declined  to  31c,  which  is  the  figure 
quoted  by  German  houses.  Second  hands  have  been  selling 
at  32£c. 

Jalap. — Arrivals  of  new  crop  have  weakened  the  market,  and 
quotations  have  declined  to  11c.  for  prime  roots.  The  demand  is 
light, 

Sarsaparilla. —  Stocks  of  Mexican  are  becoming  concentrated, 
and  holders  have  advanced  quotations  to  9c.  per  lb. 
Senega  is  dull,  and  can  be  bought  at  43c.  per  lb. 

German  Drug  Market. 

Hamburg,  Marclt  27. 

Business  is  dull,  and  changes  are  few. 

Agar  Agar,  to  arrive,  about  375m.  -pet  1C0  kilos. 

Antimony  is  quiet  and  lower,  at  40r.m.  to  40m.  per  100  kilos. 

Balsam  Peru  is  a  little  firmer  at  13m.  per  kilo. 

Camphor   Refined  has  been  raised  now  to  445m.  prompt. 

Citric  Acid  is  quiet  at  285m.  per  100  kilos. 

Chlorate  of  Potash  firm — English  85m.  per  100  kilos. 

Gentian-root  is  dull  and  lower,  at  324m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ipecacuanha  (Cartagena  is  quoted  17$m.  per  kilo. 

Quinine  neglected,  at  48m.  to  47m.  per  kilo,  nominally. 

Spermaceti  is  tending  firmer;  to-day  it  is  295m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils. — Castor  unchanged.  Cod-liver  advancing — new,  80m.  rjer 
barrel.  Bapc  very  firm— duty-free,  56J,m.  per  100  kilos.  Star- 
anise  is  a  little  firmer,  13im.  per  kilo.  Turpentine  for  spot 
delivery  verv  firm  at  81m.  per  1C0  kilos.;  September-December 
quiet  at  684111.  to  68m.  per  100  kilos. 


London  Markets. 

Acid.  Carbolic. — Dull  of  sale.    Ice  crvstals  on  the  spot 
are  quoted  lid,  per  lb.  for  39°  to  403  C,  and  10kd.  for  34= 
to  35°  C.    Crude.  50-per-cent.,  2*.  2d.  per  gal.:  60-per-cent., 
2*.  6d. :  and  75-per-cent..  3>\    B.P.  detached  crystals  are 
!  worth  1*.  per  lb. 

Ammonia.  Salts.  —  Sulphate  is  a  shade  easier  at 
I  11/.  17.?.  6d.  per  ton  :  Beckton.  11?.  16.*.  3i.  Beckton  terms  ; 
London.  12?.  to  12'.  2?.  6d. :  Hull,  12?. ;  and  Leith,  12?.  2?.  Qd. 
and  12?.  5s..  f.o.b.  Liverpool.  Sal  ammoniac,  38*.  for 
seconds,  and  40.?.  for  firsts.  Muriate,  grey.  23?.  10.?..  f.o.b. 
Liverpool.    Carbonate.  3f  <7.  to  4<7.  per  lb. 

ANISEED. — Russian  has  sold  at  20*.  per  cwt.,  net. 

Arrowroot. — Dull  of  sale.  At  auction  on  Wednesday 
Sr.  Vincent's  was  in  laree  supplv,  and  onlv  two  lots  sold  at 
Hid.  per  lb. 

Asafetida. — Sales  of  fair  to  good  gum  have  been  made 
at  57.?.  6d.  to  60.?.  per  cwt.  The  higher  grades  hare  also 
been  inquired  for,  but  they  do  not  exist :  80.?.  wcnld  be  paid. 

Camphor. — Business  in  the  crude-market  has  been  at  a 
standstill  this  week  owing  to  the  decision  of  the  Japanese 
Government,  who  have  placed  the  camphcr-moncpoly  in  the 
hands  of  one  firm.  The  official  quotation  is  to  be  about 
183.?.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  but  developments  are  awaited.  Holders 
of  Japanese  on  the  spot  are  understood  to  be  asking  an 
advance  of  5s.  per  cwt.  over  this  figure.  It  is  estimated 
that  there  are  about  2.000  piculs  on  offer  in  Hamburg  and 
London,  which  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  London 
brokers.  The  position  is  discussed  editorially  on  page  548. 
On  Wednesday,  the  German  refiners  announced  another 
advance  of  \d.  per  lb.,  and  now  quote  bells  in  tor -lots  at 
2s.  Ofd.  per  lb.  for  prompt  delivery,  and  2?.  IJrf.  for  frr-ward 
delivery.  Second-hand  holders  of  German  quote  Is.  ll\d 
spot.  Both  English  and  German  refiners  have  stopped  making 
contracts  for  the  present. 

Chamomiles. — Firmly  held.  It  might  be  possible  to  buy 
fair  Belgian  at  87.?.  6.7.  per  cwt .  c.i.f..  with  a  firm  offer.  On 
the  spot  holders  are  asking  considerably  higher  prices. 

CrNCHONA. — In  the  drug-auctions  16  bales  of  flat  Calisaya 
bark  sold,  at  lOd.  for  good  sound,  6hd.  to  9d.  for  damaged, 
and  5\d.  for  badly  damaged. 

The  shipments  from  Ceylon  for  the  week  ending  February  26 
were  1.423  lbs.  From  January  1  to  February  26  they  have 
been :  — 

19:0  1899  1S93  1S97 

Lbs.      46.709         118,744         115,016  87,355 

Cocaine  has  a  firmer  tendency  in  second-hands,  3.7.  to 
6(7.  per  oz.  under  the  official  quotations  being  asked.  The 
second-hand  stock  is  completely  sold  out  in  Hamburg,  and  a 
considerable  quantity  of  coca-leaves  have  been  taken  out  of 
the  market. 

Dragon's-blood. — Sales  of  bright  lump  have  been  made 
this  weeek  up  to  10?.  per  cwt.  Fine  brilliant  quality  is  still 
held  for  20?.  Holders  of  Reed  gum  have  advanced  their 
prices  to  10?.  10.?.  per  cwt.  There  are  only  a  few  packages 
here,  but  demand  is  small. 

Ergot  of  Rye. — F.ussian  is  quoted  1?.  10.7.  per  lb.,  c.i.f., 
which  is  easier. 

Gentian. — An  arrival  oE  120  bales  from  Marseilles  has 
taken  place  this  week,  but  they  are  reported  to  be  "  in 
transit." 

Golden-seal  is  scarce  on  the  spot.  A  small  quantity 
has  been  sold  this  week  at  2>\  6d.  per  lb.  net.  From  Xew 
York  the  price  comes  at  2.?.  5r7.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Gum  Arabic. — Unworked  sorts  of  Persian  insoluble  gum 
have  been  in  fair  demand  at  19.?.  to  19?.  6(7.  per  cwt.  ex 
warehouse.  In  auction  a  case  of  Australian  block  from 
Havre  sold  at  10.-\  per  cwt. :  fair  Aden  sorts  were  bought  in 
at  45.?. 

Gum  Elemi  is  quoted  150.?.  per  cwt.  spot,  for  best  white 
Manila. 

Gum  Tragacanth. — Full  prices  continue  to  be  paid  for 
I  the  new  arrivals  per  Dorotea,  and  there  has  been  an  active 
I  demand  for  all  qualities.    Firsts  are  quoted  14?.  10.?.  to  15?. 
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per  cwt.,  seconds  12?.  10s.  to  14/.,  thirds  11/.  to  12/.,  and 
fourths  8/.  to  10/.  15s. 

Kava-KAVA. — Owing  to  the  plague  in  the  islands  whence 
this  root  is  obtained,  there  is  great  scarcity,  and  price  has 
advanced  in  New  York  to  10^d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Lyco podium. — The  continental  market  is  very  firm,  owing 
to  a  regular  demand  and  small  supplies.  Holders  in  some 
cases  have  raised  their  prices. 

Menthol  has  a  weaker  tendency,  there  being  sellers  at 
8s.  to  8s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Almond,  Sweet. — The  higher  prices  now  paid  for 
a'monds  has  necessitated  a  rise  of  Id.  per  lb.  English 
pressers  now  quoting  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  for  ordinary,  and  Is.  9d. 
for  pallid. 

Oil,  Cod-liver  — No  improvement  in  the  demand  can  be 
reported  here,  but  the  Norwegian  market  has  been  rising 
almost  daily,  and  most  agents  have  been  instructed  to 
withdraw  offers.  In  the  present  parlous  state  of  the  London 
market  it  is  hardly  possible  to  git  a  definite  quotation,  agents 
talking  of  80s.  to  90.?.,  c.i.f. 

Bergen. — The  fishing  at  the  outlying  districts  is  now  almost 
finished,  and  it  shows  an  exceedingly  poor  result  in  every  case. 
At  Lofoten  proper  some  improvement  has  been  noticed  during 
the  last  few  days  but  it  is  now  getting  so  late  in  the  season  that 
at  the  best  a  very  poor  result  will  be  looked  for.  The  cod-liver 
oil  market  is  very  firm,  with  a  rising  tendency.  The  last  quota- 
tion for  non  congealing  oil  was  70s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.,  and  it  may 
be  expected  to  advance  at  any  moment.  The  exports  to  date 
from  Bergen  are  1,484  barrels,  against  1,953  at  the  same  time  last 
year. 

Oil,  Lavender. — All  French  lavender  oils  have  been 
advanced  about  20  per  cent.,  owing  to  the  poor  report  of 
crops  in  the  Alpes-Maritimes. 

Oils.  Fixed. — Linseed  again  dearer,  at  25s.  3d.  in  pipes, 
spot,  waterside;  landed,  25s.  6'/.  Cotton  firmer,  at  22s.  Qd. 
to  23s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  refined  in  ordinary  casks.  Rape 
firm,  at  27s.  Qd.  spot ;  refined,  29s.  per  cwt.  Cocoanut : 
Cochin,  28s.  6d.  ;  Ceylon,  pipes,  25s.  M.  to  25s.  9<Z.  Palm, 
fine  Lagos,  29s. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Quiet.  Japanese  40-per-cent.  oil  is  a 
shade  easier,  at  5-'.  9d.  per  lb.,  spot,  though  5s.  lO^d.  to  6s. 
is  wanted  in  another  direction.  To  arrive,  5s.  6^.,  c.i.f.,  is 
quoted.    Dementholised  is  3s.  9d.  spot,  or  3s.  3d.  c.i.f. 

Opium. —  \  considerable  business  has  been  done  this 
week,  principally  in  manufacturing  qualities  at  unchanged 
prices.  The  following  are  the  current  quotations  : — Good  to 
fine  soft-shipping,  10s.  to  12s.  per  lb.  ;  seconds  ditto,  8s.  Qd. 
to  9s.  Qd. ;  good  to  fine  Smyrna,  9s.  3d.  to  9s.  Qd. ;  and 
seconds  "  druggists',"  8s.  Qd.  to  9s.  per  lb. 

Smyrna,  March  22. — The  sales  this  week  amount  to  72  cases 
at  8s.  lOd.  to  88.  lid.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  for  new  current  talequale,  for 
account  of  interior  speculators.  The  reason  why  native  dealers 
are  speculating  is  owing  to  the  frost,  which  they  believe  has 
caused  serious  damage  to  the  crop.  We  believe  that  the  above 
prices  will  be  maintained.  Telegraphic  advices  from  the  principal 
opium-growing  centres  in  Salonica  announce  that  the  sowings 
have  been  much  damaged  by  the  cold,  but  caution  is  advised  in 
accepting  this  statement  as  literally  correct. 

Constantinople,  March  23. — It  is  now  quite  certain  that  the 
recent  frost  caused  absolutely  no  damage  to  the  opium-plants, 
either  in  Asia  or  Salonica.  Notwithstanding  this,  prices  are  well 
maintained,  and  yesterday  30  cases  were  sold  in  Smyrna,  probably 
for  London,  at  8.5.  7<7.  for  Karahissars,  and  8s.  9d.  for  Yerlis.  This 
establishes  a  rise  of  about  1J<£.  per  lb.  Here  complete  stagnation 
has  reigned,  and  large  buyers  evince  no  signs  of  operating.  The 
week's  transactions  sum  up  to  2  cases  Nalichan  at  8s.  6(Z.,  for 
Germany,  and  2  cases  ordinary  druggists'  at  8s.  3<Z.  per  lb. 

Orange-peel. — Fresh-cut  peel  has  been  advanced  Id.  per 
lb.  all  round — now  9d.  to  10^d.  per  lb.,  according  to  quantity. 
Lemon-peel  is  unchanged  at  3d.  to  9'fZ. 

Potash  Salts. — Bichromate  is  unchanged  at  4r/.  per  lb., 
but  it  is  understood  that  a  shade  under  this  figure  will  buy, 
owing  to  the  excessive  competition  among  the  many  dealers 
in  this  article.  This  applies  more  especially  to  forward 
delivery,  British  makes  being  freely  offered.  British  refined 
saltpetre  is  firmer,  at  22s.  for  kegs,  and  21s.  for  barrels ; 
German  is  20s.  Qd.  in  kegs,  and  19s.  Qd.  in  barrels.  Potashes, 
Montreal,  28s.,  and  pearlashes,  32s.  per  cwt.  Chlorate,  4|r/. 
net  in  5-ton  lots,  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  for  both  crystals  and 
powder.    Permanganate,  47s.  Qd.  to  49s.  per  cwt. 


Quinine  is  quite  Id.  per  oz.  lower  on  the  week  in  second 
hands,  business  being  on  a  small  scale.  On  Monday  June 
delivery  sold  at  Is.  M.  to  Is.  $\d.  per  oz.,  but  on  Wednesday 
Is.  3fd.  was  paid,  and  Is.  4d.  for  July,  the  spot  price  falling 
to  Is.  3hd.  To-day  the  market  is  slightly  firmer  again,  spot 
havine:  sold  at  Is.  3jd.,  and  Is.  4rf.  for  June. 

The  exports  of  quinine  from  Java  during  December,  1899,  were 
nil.  The  total  shipments  from  July  1  to  December  31  were  695 
cases,  against  714  cases  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1893. 

Seeds. — Coriander  sells  at  10s.  6  /.  to  12s.  per  cwt.  for 
common  to  good  Morocco,  and  at  lis.  Qd.  for  Russian. 
Canary  dearer  at  33s.  per  qr.  for  Turkish.  Fine  bold  Linseed. 
is  worth  60s.  to  62s.  Qd.  per  qr.  Cumin  steady,  with  retail 
sales  of  good  Morocco  at  29s.  Qd.,  and  Malta  at  32s.  per  cwt 
Fenugreek  quiet,  at  6s.  Qd.  to  7s.  per  cwt. 

Senega-root. — One  holder  asks  2s.  Id.  per  lb.  London 
term«,  or  2s.  c  i.f .  There  has  been  some  inquiry  this  week 
with  spot  sales  at  slightly  under  2s.  2d. 

Serpent ary-root  has  been  advanced  to  Is.  3d.  per  lb., 
c.i.f. 

Shellac. — The  spot  market  continues  quiet,  with  retail 
sales  of  fair  second  orange  TN,  at  60s.  per  cwt. 

Spices.  —There  has  been  a  little  more  doing  in  pepper  this 
week  at  steady  prices,  and  Zanzibar  cloves  have  been  active 
and  dparer,  but  otherwise  business  has  been  slow.  There 
was  very  little  demand  for  Coehin  {finger  at  auction  on 
Wednesday.  All  the  cut  descriptions  were  bought  in — 
common  dull  wormy  rough  sold  at  25s.  Qd. ;  mouldy  washed 
rough  at  29s.  to  29s.  Qd. ;  and  good  cuttines  at  26s.  per  cwt. 
Washed  rough  Cochin  was  bought  in  at  33s.  and  Calicut 
brown  rough  at  32-'.  per  cwt.  Jamaica  quiet,  only  a  few  lots 
selling  at  =teadv  rates.  Zanzibar  Cloves  have  been  sold  at 
4§<Z.  to  H^d.  per  lb.  for  future  delivery,  according  to  position. 
Fair  red  Penang  sold  at  Qld.  per  lb.  Fine  red  Japan 
Chillies,  well  picked,  were  bought  in  at  55s.  per  cwt.  A 
small  lot  of  stalky  Zanzibar  sold  at  43s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  Fine 
Natal  Capsicums  were  bought  in  at  105s. ;  East  Indian 
cherries  sold  at  33s. ;  and  long  thin  red  on  stalk  at  29s.  per 
cwt.  Cassia-rera  was  bought  in  at  26s.  per  cwt.  Pimento 
dull ;  a  few  lots  of  ordinary  sold  at  3|r/.  per  lb.  Cinnamon- 
ehips  sold  at  3!<2.  per  lb.  for  ordinary  small.  Singapore 
white  Pepper  partly  sold  at  9\d.  per  lb.  for  dull  Coriander 
kind;  and  fine  Ceylon  at  \0\d.  Perana  white  was  bought 
in  at  3^d.  Singapore  black  is  steady,  with  business  passing 
to  arrive  at  6^/.  to  6g<i!.  per  lb.,  according  to  time  of  ship- 
ment. 

Thymol.—  Quiet.  Makers  offer  at  lis.  Qd.  per  lb.  net,  but 
in  second-hands  9s.  Qd.  is  quoted. 

Turmeric. — All  descriptions  are  quiet.  Fair  to  good 
bright  Madras  finger  is  offered  at  32s.  Qd.  to  35s.  per  cwt., 
and  split  Cochin  bulb  at  10s.  9d. 

Wax,  Japanese  — Quiet  but  firm,  at  34s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  spot,, 
for  good  pale,  and  32s.  Qd  ,  c.i.f.,  for  March-April  shipment. 


Cablegrams. 

New  York,  March  29,  3.43  p.m.  :— Quietness  prevails 
here  Quinine  is  demoralised,  domestic  make  being  quoted 
nominally  at  31c.  per  oz.  The  following  articles  have 
declined  in  value: — Buchu-leaves,  to  22c.  per  lb. ;  ergot  of 
rye,  to  54c. ;  Rio  ipecacuanha,  to  $2  80  per  lb.  ;  citric  acid, 
to  38c. ;  and  cinchonidine.  to  31c.  per  lb.  Refined  camphor, 
on  the  other  hand,  has  been  advanced  to  56c,  and  bees- 
wax is  firmer,  at  29c.  per  lb. 

*  *  *  * 

Hamburg,  March  29,  12.40  p  m.  : — Refined  camphor  is 
very  firm,  so  is  lycopodium.  Cod-liver  oil  is  advancing^ 
85m.  per  barrel  being  to-day's  quotation. 

*  *  *  * 

Bergen,  March  29,  11.20  a.m.  : — The  cod-fishing  here 
continues  of  the  poorest  description.  The  catch  is  stated  at 
11,598.000  fish,  as  against  15,393.000  at  the  same  time  last 
year.  This  will  yield  12,216  barrels  of  crude  oil,  as  against 
15,473.  The  price  is  gradually  rising,  and  now  stands  at 
75s.  per  barrel  for  refined  oil,  f.o.b.  Bergen. 

*  *  *  * 

Smyrna,  March  28,  10.10  a.m.  : — All  descriptions  of  opium 
remain  very  firm.  The  sales  for  the  week  amount  to  40  cases 
at  the  equivalent  of  8s.  1LZ.  to  9s.  2d.  per  lb.  f.o.b. 
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London  Drug-=auctions. 

The  auctions  to-day  consisted  of  "  goods  not  previously 
offered,''  which  were  offered  by  thirteen  brokers.  There  was 
nothing  of  special  interest  in  them,  and  the  sale  was  c in- 
cluded before  lunch  hour. 


Offered 
Aloes  (Cape)    57 


3 
103 
2 
1 
6 
23 
10 
2 


Sold 
20 
0 
103 
2 
1 
4 
5 
4 
0 

0 

14 
1 

,  7 
.  U 
.  1?5 
0 

.  16 
.  0 
.  0 
0 

.  1 

.  0 

.  11 


36  ., 


Offered 

Ipecacuanha— 

(Rio)   

Kino   4 

Lime-juice   1 

Musk   3 

Nux  vomica   467 

Oil,  bay   1 

eucalyptus    4 

lemon-grass    1 

lime    6 

olive    2 

orange    1 

wintergreen    2 

Orange  peel    9 

Orris-root    20 

Pistachio  nuts   4 

Rhubarb    35 

Sarsaparilla    14 

Senna,  Alexandrian  12 

Mecca    31 

Tinnevelly   397 

Soy,  China   20 

Squills    39 

Tonka  beans    10 

Wax  bees')    227 

Yolks   2 


Sold 

.  15 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  1C8 

.  1 

.  0 

.  0 

.  5 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  23 

.  14 

.  0 

.  0 

.  [41 

.  5 

.  39 

.  0 

.  158 

.  0 


Albumen 
Aloes,  Curacao  . 

Zanzibar   

Ambergris   

Annatto-seed  — 
Argol  Cape)  — 
Balsam,  Copaiba. 

Peru   

Benzoin  — 

Palemban^    50  , 

Sumatra    45 

Buchu   65 

Calumba    7 

Cannabis  indica  ...  58 

Cardamoms    282 

Civet   10 

■Cinchona    16 

Coca-leaves    1 

Croton-seed    12 

Ergot   5 

Gum  arabic    72 

Honey — 

California!!    75 

Jamaica   11 

Ipecacuanha — 

(Cartagena)    24  ...  8 

Aloes. — A  pared  of  C'uracao.in  boxes  sold  at  easier  prices 
compared  with  last  sales-rates,  good  brown  liver  selling  at 
24s.  Qd.  to  25s.  per  cwt.  ;  fair  ditto,  slightly  capey,  21s.  Qd. ; 
■coarse  and  capey,  19s.  Qd.  to  20s.  Qd.  ;  and  common  black, 
17s.  per  cwt.  Two  cases  of  hard  brown  hepatic  from  Aden 
sold  at  62*.  6:1.  per  cwt.,  subject  to  seller's  approval.  Of  Cape 
aloes  51  cases  were  catalogued,  but  21  were  withdrawn,  as 
they  had  been  previously  offered  ;  of  the  remainder,  10  cases 
good  seconds  sold  at  30s.,  and  partly  over-heated  ditto  at 
28s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  The  s.s.  Mexican  Prince  from  Bombay, 
due  in  London  next  week,  has  on  board  404  kegs  of  aloes, 
presumably  Socotrine. 

Ambergris. — A  package  containing  6f  oz.  in  one  lump 
sold  at  the  high  figure  of  5^.  12s.  67.  per  oz  ,  the  quality 
being  good  grey  of  fail  flavour.  There  was  keen  competition 
for  it. 

Annatto-Seeds. — Good  bright  West  Indian  seed  sold  at 
1\d.  per  lb.  ;  l\d.  was  refused  for  2  barrels  of  fair  ditto. 

ARGOL. — Fair  pinky  Cape  brought  45s.  per  cwt.,  and  for 
another  lot  of  3  bags  33s.  was  paid. 

Balsam  Copaiba.— A  parcel  of  gcod  thick  filtered, 
apparently  Central  American,  but  guaranteed  B.P.,  partly  sold 
at  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Peru. — Fair  thickish  wrs  limited  at  6*.  6'/. 
per  lb. 

Benzoin*. — In  fair  demand,  at  unchanged  rates.  Good 
'Sumatra  seconds,  well  packed  with  small  to  medium  pale 
almonds,  sold  at  9/.,  fair  ditto  11. ,  and  common  51.  per 
■cwt.  Of  Palembang  50  cases  of  low  quality  were  offered 
and  bought  in  at  25s.  per  cwt.  nominally.    No  Siam  offered. 

The  exports  from  Padang  during  1899  were  3,213  piculs,  28  of 
•  which  were  shipped  to  New  York,  151  to  Holland,  2,939  to  Java, 
56  to  London,  and  39  to  Odessa. 

Buchu. — The  considerable  quantity  put  up  in  auction 
to-day  somewhat  frightened  buyers,  and  easier  prices  would 
have  been  accepted — namely,  lOd.  for  fair  to  good  round 
•green  leaf,  and  81.  to  9d.  for  yellowish  and  stalky  ditto  ; 
one  bale  only  sold  at  lOd.  per  lb.  Several  small  parcels  have 
arrived  this  week. 

Calumba. — Easier,  small  to  bold  natural  sorts  selling  at 
25s.  per  cwt.  There  have  been  no  arrivals  of  this  drug  for 
some  time,  but  there  is  a  moderate  stock  here. 

Cannabis  Indica  was  quite  3d.  per  lb.  dearer  on  the 
rates  at  which  business  has  been  done  privately,  from 
b^d.  to  8Jei.  per  lb.  being  paid  for  good  green  tops.  For  17 
robbins  of  sittings  4rf.  was  refused.    The  market  privately  is 


very  firm,  further  sales  having  been  made  at  5d.  for  good 
green  tops,  and  3  \d.  for  siftings.  The  s.s.  Mexican  Prince, 
from  Bombay,  due  here  next  week,  has  451  packages  on 
board.  After  the  sale  the  sifting-;  were  sold— the  nominal 
price  is  now  5d.  ;  and  9d.  for  good  green  tops,  but  it  is 
doubtful  if  they  can  be  got  at  these  figures. 

Cardamoms  sold  at  rather  irregular  rates,  medium  quali- 
ties of  Mysores  being  lower.  No  really  fine  quality  offeree!. 
The  following  prices  were  paid  : — Ceylon -Mysores,  good  bold 
long,  dullish,  3s.  101.  to  3s.  lid. ;  medium  to  bold  long, 
2<.  Qd.  to  2s.  lOd  ;  medium  long  pale,  2s.  Id.  to  2*.  4<7.  ; 
small  brown  long,  2s.  ;  small  to  medium  pale,  Is.  lid. ;  small 
dull  and  brown,  Is.  Qd.  ;  very  small  pale,  Is.  4rf.  ;  brown 
specky  and  open,  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  <\d.  Seeds,  2-'.  Id.  to  2s.  4c/. 
per  lb.  Ceylon-Malabars,  fine  medium  to  bold  brownish, 
2s.  Qd.  The  bulk  of  the  Malabars  was  bought  in  at  nominal 
values.  Of  Mangalores  18  cases  offered  and  sold  at  3s.  Id . 
for  good  bold  pale,  but  thick  skins  ;  3s.  bd.  for  medium  and 
smaller  ditto,  and  2s.  2d.  for  lean  ditto.  The  following- 
figures  relating  to  the  exports  from  Ceylon  show  a  decidcel 
increase  over  previous  years.    They  are  as  follows  :- 

1900  1899  1898  1897 
Lbs.  Lbs.         Lbs.  Lbs. 

Jan.  1  to  March  5    ...     106,348      95,827       81,034  70,585 

Civet.— In  auction  7s.  Qd.  per  oz.  was  the  limit  pjlaced 
upon  a  parcel  of  10  horns  of  low  quality. 

The  exports  of  civet  from  the  port  of  Zaila  (Somali  Coast)  for 
the  year  ending  March  31,  1899,  amounted  to  37,679r.  (203  lbs.) 
against  55,213r.  (206  lbs.)  in  1898. 

Croton-seed. — Fair  bright  Ceylon  seed  was  held  for  40.; 
per  cwt. 

Honey. — Jamaica  was  in  small  supply,  and  again  sold  at 
firmer  prices.  28s.  per  cwt.  being  paid  for  good  bright  amber 
liquid,  and  23s.  for  dark  ditto  :  for  fair  pale  set  honey  30s. 
was  refused,  31s.  being  asked.  Of  Calif ornian  honey  75 
packages  offere  1,  but  nothing  sold,  fair  amber  liquid  being 
held  for  45s.  per  cwt. 

Ipecacuanha. — Rio  was  about  Qd.  to  9d.  per  lb.  dearer 
in  auction  compared  with  last  public-sales  rates,  fair  to 
gooel  bright  sounel  root  selling  at  10s.  Qd.  to  10s.  9d.  per  lb., 
anel  lean  and  wiry  ditto  10s.  2d.  to  10s.  5'/.  The  second 
broker  who  offeirel  Rio-root  withdrew  the  lot  (21  bales), 
intimating  that  lis.  Qd.  was  the  limit.  Cartagena  sole!  at 
6s.  lid.  per  lb.  for  mouldy,  anil  at  7s.  2d.  for  short-picked 
root,  also  mouldy.  Another  string  of  16  bales  fair  to  good 
plump  was  held  for  8s.  per  lb.,  which  is  the  price  privately. 

Kino. — A  limit  of  Is.  per  lb.  was  placed  upion  4  tins  of 
small  reddish  grain  from  Bombay. 

Nux  Vomica. — The  sale  in  auction  was  a  disappointment 
to  private  holders,  as  108  bags  of  fair  small  Madras  seed 
sold  cheaply  at  7s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  The  remaining  parcel,  con- 
sisting of  3:8  pockets  Calcutta  (each  56  lbs.),  was  withdrawn 
at  10s  per  cwt.  ;  8s.  Qd.,  c  i.f.,  is  still  quo'ed  for  Calcutta  seed, 
and  it  cannot  be  imported  at  less.  This  is  equivalent  to  10s. 
landed.  Cochin  seed  is  quoted  lis.  Qd.,  which  is  relatively 
cheaper. 

Oil,  Bay. — A  case  from  Barbados  brought  6s.  4e/.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Lime. — Good  West  Indian  distilled  brought  3;. 
per  Hi.,  showing  a  slight  decline  compared  with  the  last 
public-sales  rates,  when  3s.  2d.  was  paid. 

Pistachio-nuts  from  the  Baltic  were  held  for  Is.  6//. 
pier  lb. 

Rhubarb. — The  offerings  to-day  consisted  of  a  parcel  of 
common  Canton  catalogued  "  without  reserve."  It  sold  es 
follows: — Bold  round  Canton,  half-grey  and  dark  fracture, 
7fe7.  to  9d. ;  good  medium  ditto.  lOd. ;  small  to  medium 
elitto,  Id.  pier  lb.  Good  pickings,  9^d.  ;  small  pickings,  pait 
trimming  root,  9^d.  Bold  flat  Canton,  three-fourths  grey, 
one-fourth  dark  fracture,  7%d.  to  9^d. ;  medium  to  bold  ditto, 
Q\d.  to  8\d. ;  good  rough  round  pickings,  6'/.  ;  round  and  flat 
elitto,  Q\d.  per  lb. 

Sarsaparilla. — No  genuine  Jamaica-root  was  offered. 
Of  Lima-Jamaica  root  six  bales  offered  and  sold  at  10^/ 
per  lb.  for  sound,  and  9\d.  for  country  damaged.  Good  red 
anel  yellow  native  Jamaica  sold  at  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  2d.  for  soune\ 
and  9<7.  to  lOd.  for  country  elamaged.  Privately  Mexican 
has  been  advanced  to  4|e7.  pier  lb.,  c.i.f. 
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Senna. — The  bulk  of  the  offerings  to-day  was  common 
Tinnevelly  leaf,  which  sold  at  unchanged  rates.  The  following 
prices  were  paid  : — Fair  green  leaf,  2\d.  to  2\d.  ;  middling 
to  ordinary  brownish  leaf,  l\d.  to  2d.  ;  and  common  small 
and  brown,  \\d.  per  lb.  Of  Mecca  senna,  31  bales  offered, 
and  were  bought  in.  Privately  small  sales  of  Alexandrian 
picked  leaf  have  been  made  at  8|rZ.  per  lb.,  and  siftings  at 
<\d.  Fine  pale  pods  are  scarce  and  wanted.  Good  green 
quality  is  very  scarce  in  second  hands,  and  held  for  long- 
prices.  The  s.s.  Mexican  Prince  from  Bombay,  due  here  next 
week,  brings  254-  bales  of  Tinnevelly  leaf. 

Soy. — Partly  sold  at  Is.  2\d.  per  gal.  for  good  Chinese. 
The  article  is  somewhat  scarce. 

Squills. —Fair  dry  white  brought  2\d.  per  lb.,  and 
brownish  ditto  \\d.,  both  subject  to  approval. 

Wax,  Bees'. — The  demand  to-day  was  chiefly  for  Zanzibar, 
which  met  a  ready  sale  at  from  11.  to  11.  2s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for 
fair  to  good  brown.  Jamaica  wax  sold  at  11.  2s.  6d.  to 
11.  5s.,  subject  to  approval,  for  good  hard  red  and  yellow, 
and  6/.  10s.  for  dark  brown.  Portuguese  East  African  wax 
sold  at  6/.  5s.  per  cwt.  Genuine  English  was  held  for 
11.  15s.  per  cwt. 

Japanese  Drug  Market. 

Yolwliama ,  February  22. 

The  drug-market  in  general  is  quiet,  with  only  a  few  fluctuations 
since  my  last  report.  In  export  produce  menthol  has  again 
slightly  declined,  owing  to  poor  demand  from  Europe  and 
elsewhere,  holders  now  quoting  5.80  yen  per  catty,  and  perhaps  a 
shade  below  that  would  buy.  Peppermint  oil  has  also  declined 
a  trifle,  and  business  is  now  at  a  standstill,  2.15  per  catty  being 
quoted.  At  the  beginning  of  the  month  a  good  business  was 
done  in  dried  ginger  at  prices  ranging  from  11.20  yen  to  11.30  yen 
per  picul.  Stocks  here  and  in  the  interior  have  been  greatly 
reduced,  with  the  result  that  holders  ask  higher  rates — viz., 
12  yen  to  11.50  yen,  according  to  quality.  Exporters  will  not  pay 
these  prices,  and,  in  consequence,  the  market  is  very  quiet. 
Iodine  is  quoted  at  3.70  yen,  with  a  little  business.  Iodide  of 
potassium  is  3.80  yen  per  lb.,  and  iodoform  5.20  yen  per  lb.  Galls 
are  scarce,  and  no  transactions  are  reported  at  the  moment. 
Japanese  wax  is  quoted  16.50  yen  per  picul  for  export  quality. 

In  import  articles  glacial  acetic  acid  95  to  96  per  cent,  is  lifeless 
at  20  sen  per  lb.  in  20-kilo.  demijohns,  owing  to  heavy  stocks. 
Acetanilide  is  dull  of  sale  ;  some  3,000  lbs.  have  changed  hands  at 
48  sen  per  lb.  in  50-lb.  tins ;  stock,  which  is  heavy,  is  estimated  at 
over  10,000  lbs.  Alcohol  is  advancing  day  by  day,  and  large 
speculative  purchases  have  been  made  at  22  sen  to  23  sen  per  lb.  in 
30-lb.  tins,  and  for  barrels  of  330  lbs.,  21  sen  is  asked.  For  April 
delivery  business  has  been  done  at  21  sen  per  lb.  in  barrels  ; 
market  is  tending  higher.  Boric  acid  is  dull  at  16.60  yen  per 
cwt.  Cocaine  hydrochlorate  has  again  declined ;  some  700  oz. 
were  turned  over  at  prices  ranging  from  7.50  yen  to  7.25  yen  per  oz. 
n  25-oz.  tins.  Bismuth  subnitrate  is  very  slow  of  sale  at  2.61  yen 
per  lb.  in  50-lb.  tins  ;  stock  is  very  heavy.  Ergot  of  rye  is  steady 
at  1.55  yen  per  lb.,  and  for  extract  8.50  yen  per  lb.  is  asked.  Con- 
durang  bark  is  scarce  ;  some  20  bales  have  sold  at  43  sen  to 45  sen 
per  lb.,  which  is  very  low  when  compared  with  the  price  in 
Europe.  Salicylic  acid  has  advanced  to  1.40  yen  per  lb.  for 
Heyden's  and  1.45  yen  per  lb.  for  soda.  Santonin  is  steady  at 
5.5U  yen  to  5.75  yen  per  lb.  Sugar-of-milk  is  quiet  at  31  yen 
per  cwt.  for  American.  Senega  is  firm  at  1  yen  per  lb.  Quinine 
has  advanced,  and  at  62  sen  to  64  sen  rier  oz.  a  large  business  has 
been  done.  In  heavy  chemicals,  chlorate  of  potash  is  very  scarce 
at  22  yen  per  cwt.  for  spot,  and  for  arrival  17  yen  per  cwt.  It  is 
reported  that  about  40.0C0  cwt.  imported  this  year,  as  many 
merchants  sent  orders  when  price  in  Europe  was  very  low,  say 
28s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  Caustic  soda  is  also  very  dear;  some  4C0  drums 
of  6  cwt.  have  sold  at  8  yen  per  picul ;  market  is  tending  higher 
owing  to  the  Government  tender  and  speculative  purchases. 
Alkali,  58  per  cent.,  is  also  steady  at  4.55  yen  per  picul  for 
Brunner's ;  bicarbonate  of  soda  is  lifeless  at  4  yen  per  cwt.  for 
American,  while  for  Brunner's  4.25  yen  per  cwt.  is  quoted 
Bichromate  of  potash  is  steady  at  18  sen  per  lb.  Stock  seems  to 
be  well  "  cornered  "  by  a  speculator. 

Cardamom  Cultivation  in  Ceylon. 

In  the  course  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Planters'  Association 
of  Kandy,  Ceylon,  for  the  year  ending  February  17,  1900,  it  is 
stated  that  the  cultivation  of  cardamoms  has  been  largely  ex- 
tended both  in  Ceylon  and  in  Southern  India,  part  cularly  about 
North  Travancore,  where  a  large  acreage  of  suitdble  land  has  been 
recently  cleared  and  planted,  while  in  Ceylon,  native  gardens 
have  been  opened  up  in  almost  every  village  in  the  Central 

rovince.    It  seems  probable  tint  the  planting  of  this  product 


may  be  ere  long  considerably  overdone,  and  that  prices  may  fall 
below  a  paying  point  Compared  with  1898,  prices  locally  have 
already  fallen  some  20  to  25  per  cent.,  which  of  course  affects  the 
home  market.  Exports  to  Bombay  and  Calcutta  markets  appear 
to  have  fallen  off  considerably.  Possibly  this  is  still  due  to 
plague  restrictions,  but  more  probably  the  trade  is  being  fully 
supplied  from  Southern  India.  The  Chamber  of  Commerce  returns 
show  exports  in  1897,532,830  lbs.;  in  1898,  531,473  lbs.,  and  in 
1899,  499,959  lbs.,  evidencing  a  decline  in  the  past  two  years'  crop, 
although  cultivation  has  largely  increased  during  the  past  two 
years.  "Whether  this  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  on 
many  of  the  older  estates  the  crops  this  season  have  fallen  off 
very  considerably — some  of  them  being  as  much  as  50  to  60  per 
cent.  short  of  estimates,  probably  due  to  a  very  wet  season,  and 
blossoms  not  setting — is  matter  for  observation. 


domino  Events. 


Monday,  April  2. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry  (London  Section),  Burlington 
House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  P.M.  "  The  Manufacture  of 
Caramel,"  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Salamon  and  Mr.  E.  N.  Goldie. 

Dcwsbury  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  Church  House, 
Church  Street,  Dewsbury,  at  8.30  p.m.  Mr.  R.  L.  Gifford  will 
give  an  Address  on  his  pharmaceutical  policy  in  connection 
with  his  candidature  for  the  Council. 

Thursday,  April  5. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  Oxford 
Street,  W.,  at  9  p.m.    Musical  and  social  evening. 

The  Rbntgen  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at  8  P.M.  "  The 
Influence  of  IE-Rays  upon  the  Growth  and  Development  of 
Micro-organisms,"  by  Drs.  Wolfenden  and  Ross. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  p.m. 
Papers  to  be  read  : — "  The  Liquefaction  of  a  Gas  by  '  Self- 
cooling  ' :  a  Lecture  Experiment,"  and  "Note  on  Partially 
Miscible  Aqueous  Inorganic  Solutions,"  by  Mr.  G  S.  Newth. 
"  The  Decomposition  of  Chlorates:  ill.)  Lead  Chlorate,"  by 
Mr.  W.  H.  Sodeau.  "  The  Interaction  of  Mesityl-oxide  and 
Ethyl-sodiomethylmalonate,"  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Crossley.  "  The 
Bromination  of  Benzeneazophenol,"  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Hewitt  and 
Mr.  W.  G.  Aston. 

North  Staffordshire  Chemists'  Association,  Grand  Hotel, 
Hanley,  at  4  p.m.  Annual  meeting  and  dinner.  Tickets,  5s. 
each,  may  be  had  from  Mr.  Edmund  Jones,  chemist,  Hanley. 

Friday,  April  6. 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Picca- 
dilly, W.,  at  9  p.m.    Professor  Dewar  on  "  Solid  Hydrogen." 

The  Glasgow  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Assistants'  and 
Apprentices'  Association,  100  West  Regent  Street,  Glasgow, 
at  9.15  p.m.    Business  meeting. 


The  One-night  Cobn-CURE  is,  we  are  told,  going  well,  and  as 
the  Keene  Company,  75  High  Holborn,  W.C.,  wish  it  to  go 
better,  they  offer  inducements  to  retailers  in  an  advertisement 
in  this  issue. 

Robert  Rogers  (65\  for  many  years  pa3t  dispenser  at 
Plymouth  Dispensary,  was  brought  before  the  Magistrates  on 
Wednesday,  charged  with  attempting  to  commit  suicide  by  taking 
prussic  acid,  from  which  he  recovered  through  Dr.  G.  F.  Aldous's 
treatment.  Defendant  promised  not  to  repeat  the  offence,  and 
was  discharged. 

The  Canadian  B.P.  Addendum  is  to  contain  arnicae  flores,  ext. 
grindelias;  liq  ,  ext.  tritici  liq.,  ext.  viburni  prnn.  liq.,  grindeha, 
ol.  gaultheriae,  tr.  arnica*  flores,  tr.  jalapa?  co.,  triticum,  radix 
turpethi,  and  viburnum  prunifolium.  Other  things  suggested 
are  under  consideration  by  the  General  Medical  Council,  says  the 
Canadian  Pharmaceutical  Journal 

At  the  Worcester  Police  Court  on  March  24|Ed\vard  John 
Kitson,  chemist,  of  Broad  Street,  was  fined  for  the  second 
time  in  the  week  for  causing  an  obstruction  by  the  exhibition 
i  f  two  females  with  long  bair  in  his  window  to  advertise  a 
hair-restorer.  The  first  time  a  fine  of  5s.  was  imposed,  but 
now  the  fine  was  21.  and  14s.  costs.  Defendant  had  applied 
for  the  services  of  a  police-constable  and  been  refused,  and 
he  stated  that  he  did  his  best  to  keep  the  people  moving. 
The  police  on  duty  also  moved  the  people  from  t  ime  to  time. 
On  the  application  of  the  defendant's  solicitor  a  case  was 
stated  for  the  High  Court 


